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Swoop on 
drug dens 
results in 
two held 

TWO MEN were arrested as 
police swooped on suspected 
drug dens in West Brom¬ 
wich. Doors were smashed 
open with a mini battering 
ram by police at two tower 
blocks in Beacon View Road 
on Tuesday evening. 

More than 25 officers 
carried out the raids which 
were were part of an opera¬ 
tion aimed at tackling drug 
dealing in the area. 

Police found a set of scales 
and a large bag of cannabis 
as they searched a flat in 
Brierley House. A further 
two large bags and a glass jar 
containing cannabis, which 
had been thrown from the 
tower block, were found 
outside and were believed to 
have come from the same 
flat on the 15th floor. The 
two men, both aged 20, were 
arrested on suspicion of pos¬ 
session with intent to supply 
the Class B drug. 

Another property on the 
12th floor of the second 
block, Camberley House, 
also believed to be used in 
the distribution of drugs, 
was unoccupied. Inside offi¬ 
cers found drug parapherna¬ 
lia and evidence of white 
powder on items typically 
used to cut Class A drugs, 
such as cocaine and heroin. 

Inspector Akeel Najib 
said: “The operation was 
really successful. It wasn’t 
about the amount of drugs, 
it was about disrupting the 
local drugs trade.” 

Elementary, 
for the fans 

A CONVENTION to cele¬ 
brate all things Sherlock 
Holmes will be staged at a 
Birmingham hotel next 
week - but tickets will set 
fans back up to £160. 

The three-day Starfury: 
Elementary event starts on 
February 7. 

The celebration of the hit 
television series, Sherlock, 
as well as more than 100 
years of the much-loved 
detective in books, films and 
television will take place at 
the Hilton Metropole Hotel. 

It will even feature an 
appearance by current Sher¬ 
lock actor Benedict Cumber- 
batch. 


SUPER HOSPITAL IS 
NOW STEP NEARER 


Report by Alex Homer 


NHS CHIEFS have given their seal of approval to the cre¬ 
ation of the £370 million hospital which has been in the 
pipeline for years, bringing it a step closer to reality. 

Sandwell and West Birmingham Hospitals Trust is behind plans for the 
670-bed Midland Metropolitan Hospital in Smethwick. The development 
is earmarked for land off Grove Lane. 

The proposal has been beset with delays. Planning permission for the 
scheme had to be reapplied for after the delays arising from a Government- 
mandated review of private finance initiative contracts. 

That was further complicated 
by the hospital trust’s applica¬ 
tion for foundation trust status. 

The board had initially 
approved the business case for 
the scheme on September 30 
2010, but during the time taken 
to deal with the issues a re-struc- 
ture within the NHS meant they 
had to reconsider the business 
case itself last month. 

The scheme however moved a 
step closer to reality yesterday 
when the NHS’s Board of the 
National Trust Development 
Authority gave its own approval 
to the business case for the 
super hospital. It is now waiting 
on a final decision from the 
Treasury in the coming months. 

Decision 

Trust Chairman, Richard 
Samuda, welcomed the latest 
news. We are all pleased at this 
important milestone,” he said 
today. “In 2006, local people sup¬ 
ported the need to change the 
shape of services here to sustain 
safety and improve quality. 

“We are determined to press 
ahead and try and secure those 
improvements and we are 
working to open our new facili¬ 
ties in 2018. “Seven day excel¬ 
lence for emergency services is 
what local people deserve.” 

The hospital is due to take up 
16 acres on Grove Lane but a 
further 31 acres of land between 
Grove Lane, Cranford Street, 
Heath Street and Dugdale 
Street is to be transformed and 
filled with other employment 
opportunities and housing 
schemes. Work is due to start in 
2016. 


Dee hits out at 
editing of show 

BENEFITS Street star White Dee has this week 
insisted she was a ‘good parent’ after being con¬ 
demned for swearing at her children and allow¬ 
ing them to mix with drug addicts. 

But the self-proclaimed mother of James Turner 
Street, in Winson Green, whose real name is Deidre 
Kelly, is adamant that her 
and other people in the 
Channel 4 documentary have 
been falsely portrayed by 
programme makers. 

“I don’t appreciate people 
saying my children should be 
taken off me and put into care 
just because of the way the 
programme has been edited. 

It is a very unfair representa¬ 
tion of life on the street and of 
people on benefits. I don’t 
swear at my children all the 
time but I do cringe when I 
look back on it now,” she said. White Dee, Deidre Kelly 
“We were completely gullible and Channel 4 got us big 
time. ” The 42-year-old said she had not financially ben¬ 
efited from being on the show and that, contrary to 
some reports, none of the characters had been moved 
into safe houses for their own protection. 

And while speaking to Adrian Goldberg on BBC 
Radio WM, she said she had never forgiven herself for 
her 2006 conviction for stealing £13,000 from her 
employer while working as an administration assis¬ 
tant at Birmingham City Council. It comes after it 
emerged seven people have been charged with drug 
offences after a police raids at homes featured in the 
programme. 



Chips are batter than ever 



Chip shop owner Hermes Kafetzis with his new deep fried tortilla wrap he is selling 


YOU’VE heard of chicken and chips in a playing about with tortillas a few months 
basket. But only in the Black Country could ago when I had the idea of moulding them 
you find chips in a battered basket. into hearts for Valentine’s Day,” said the 65- 

A chip shop in West Bromwich is creating year-old. But I couldn’t master the heart, 
a stir with its new edible, deep fried basket “I got through quite a few tortillas, but 
which can hold chips, kebab meat or salad, eventually found a way of shaping them and 
The Crispy Horny Basket is being served they taste quite good too. It means you can 
up at Chapman Chippy, in Whitehall Road, eat your kebab or your chips and peas and 
Owner Hermes Kafetzis said: “I first started gravy and then eat the basket too.” 


Support 
for axed 
workers' 
families 

A LONG-SERVING council¬ 
lor says his ‘thoughts go out 
to the families’ of 90 workers 
axed at a historic foundry 
which has gone into admin¬ 
istration. 

Incanite, in Smethwick, 
has ceased trading in a shock 
move after hitting serious 
cashflow problems. Follow¬ 
ing major investment at the 
site, including a new £1.4 
million aluminium foundry, 
it was hit by falling turnover 
and the loss of a number of 
customers late last year. 

Founded in 1920 and 
based in Cornwall Road, the 
company employed just over 
100 people, but since it 
ceased trading at the end of 
last year around 90 employ¬ 
ees have been laid off. 

Smethwick councillor 
Roger Horton said: “It’s 
upsetting losing so many 
jobs in the ward. My tho¬ 
ughts go out to the families.” 

Until recently, Incanite 
had focused solely on the 
iron foundry business. How¬ 
ever, following the acquisi¬ 
tion of the company in early 
2012, significant investment 
was made including the 
expansion into the alu¬ 
minium castings market. 
There were also plans for a 
technology centre. 

But administrators from 
Baker Tilly in Birmingham 
said turnover at the 
company fell during the 
latter part of 2013, following 
the loss of a number of cus¬ 
tomers and this led to 
serious cashflow issues. 

Priest says 
his thanks 

THE PRIEST of a church 
struck by lightning has 
given his thanks to God that 
no-one was hurt by the bolt. 

A trail of damage was left 
in the wake of the thunder 
and lightning storm on Sat¬ 
urday afternoon which las¬ 
ted just a few minutes. Am¬ 
ong the buildings hit was the 
Catholic St Michael and the 
Holy Angels Church in High 
Street, West Bromwich. 

Father Stan Nwanunobi 
said: “It set fire to the upper 
part of the church’s gallery 
and we give thanks to God 
that no one was hurt.” 

• Havoc - See Page 13 
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Soaring HIV to be targeted in scheme 


A £1.2 MILLION sexual health pro¬ 
gramme is being commissioned in a 
bid to reduce teenage pregnancies 
and cut the soaring number of 
people living with HIV 

Sandwell Council is commission¬ 
ing a new contraception and sexual 
health service for young people in 
the borough from the start of April. 

It comes after a 666 per cent rise 
was recorded in HIV cases in the 
borough over the past 10 years, with 
statistics from Public Health 
England revealing one in every 404 
people now has the illness. 


This means Sandwell has now 
been classed a ‘high prevalence 
area’. The borough has also histori¬ 
cally had the highest rate of teenage 
pregnancy in the Black Country, but 
numbers have been cut by a third 
since 1998. 

The idea behind the new service is 
‘early help’ and it will be targeted at 
people aged 11 to 24. It will improve 
young people’s access to advice, edu¬ 
cation, contraception and sexual 
health services. Councillor Paul 
Moore, health and wellbeing chief, 
said: “The increase in HIV diag¬ 


noses seen in Sandwell is compara¬ 
ble to the increase in other areas. It’s 
partly due to more people coming 
forward for testing. 

“Teenage pregnancy has fallen by 
a third in Sandwell since 1998. This 
has been achieved through improv¬ 
ing education and access to services. 
We took over responsibility for com¬ 
missioning contraception and sex¬ 
ual health services for young people 
from the primary care trust last 
April. The existing one-year contract 
is coming to an end and the new one 
will be for three years with the 


option to extend for a further year.” 

Office for National Statistics data 
showed the rate of pregnancy per 
1,000 females aged 15-17 fell from 
69.1 to 52.7 from 1998 to 2009 in 
Sandwell. In real terms, that meant 
75 fewer teenage pregnancies in 
2009 than there were in 1998. 

Statistics from Public Health 
England on the prevalence of HIV 
showed that 63.7 per cent of people 
who were diagnosed last year were 
diagnosed late, meaning they have 
usually lived with the condition for 
four or more years. 


Former npower workers 
to get help to find jobs 


HUNDREDS of workers in Oldbury facing 
redundancy from an energy giant will be 
invited to meet with job and training agencies 
to help find alternative employment. 

The Government revealed the move in a letter to 
Sandwell Council Leader Councillor Darren Cooper. 
He wrote to the Prime Minister after npower 
announced plans to close its Quayside House offices 
in Oldbury and outsource jobs to India from there 
and another office in the borough. 


The energy giant said the 
move, which will affect some 
400 staff, would ‘save on cus¬ 
tomer service costs at a time 
of external pressures on 
energy prices’. 

Councillor Cooper had 
asked the Prime Minister to 
urge npower to reconsider 
the move. 

But in its reply the 
Department for Business, 
Innovation & Skills said the 
closure was disappointing 
but ‘a commercial decision’. 

It added: “The Govern¬ 
ment, through JobCentre 
Plus, the Skills Funding 
Agency and their providers 
In-Training are actively 
working with Chiumento, a 
talent management 

company, engaged by 
npower. 

Decision 

“These partners will be 
meeting as soon as the con¬ 
sultation period concludes 
in the next week or so to 
explore an appropriate com¬ 
prehensive package of 
support to those employees 
who will be affected by this 
decision and who wish to 
move into alternative 
employment as soon as pos¬ 
sible.” 

Councillor Cooper added: 
“It’s good news things are 
moving forward to help 
people set to lose their jobs. 
But I am bitterly disap¬ 
pointed the Government 
won’t ask the company to 
reconsider its decision.” 

“Npower is the fifth 


by Simon Stone 

largest employer in Oldbury 
and the proposed redundan¬ 
cies will have an impact on 
people, the town and the 
wider borough. I think 
cutting jobs to improve cus¬ 
tomer service is wrong and 
the company should change 
its mind.” 

All of the 250jobs at Quay¬ 
side House will be cut when 
it closes in June, and around 
150 staff will go from 
npower’s sister site Birch- 
field House, Joseph Street. 
The firm’s other Oldbury 
site, Birch House, is not 
expected to be affected. The 
move will reduce the firm’s 
workforce in Oldbury down 
to around 500 staff. 

The firm also revealed 
that it would close its huge 
Fenton offices in Stoke - 
meaning a total of 950 jobs 
will go in the Midlands. In 
total, more than 1,460 office 
jobs will be cut in the UK. 

Staff will begin to leave by 
March, after a 60-day con¬ 
sultation was launched with 
the affected workers. The 
news was broken to them 
last November. Bosses at 
npower say they are offering 
enhanced redundancy pack¬ 
ages of 90 per cent of 
monthly salaries, capped at 
15 months’. 

For those with over 15 
years of service, the pack¬ 
ages are based on 100 per 
cent of monthly salaries, 
capped at 15 months. 


Pupils’ fast track to success 



From left, Irum Zahbar, Amanveer Berik, Hina Batool, Ayesha Purba, Pritpal Randhar, 
with Daniel Locke-Wheaton, vice principal at Aston University Engineering Academy 


PUPILS from a Sandwell school were 
definitely up to speed when they got 
through to the finals of a special FI 
contest inolving miniature gas- 
powered balsa wood cars. 

Five Year 8 pupils, who called themselves 
Simply Perfection, were celebrating setting 
a new regional record to cruise into the 
national finals of international competition 
FI in Schools. 

The team, who were joined by fellow 
upils from the school called For The Win, 
ad to run their own formula one team and 
run it as a mini-enterprise project, being 
responsible for managing budgets, market¬ 
ing and branding, sourcing sponsorship and 
designing, manufacturing and racing the 
cars. 

Aled Ballard, Head of Design and Tech- 



The team’s racing car, Simply Perfection 


nology at Shireland was thrilled with the 
result. “I am extremely pleased with the 
teams, whose wonderful attitude and com¬ 
mitment towards their team and goal has 
been nothing short of outstanding.” 


Revamp 
work on 
premises 
will start 

WORK on the multi-million- 
pound restoration of Light- 
woods House in Smethwick 
will start in September, it 
has been announced. 

Specialist companies are 
being sought to transform 
the grade II listed Georgian 
house back to its former 
glory. 

Once completed the venue 
will be used for weddings 
and will feature a grand ball¬ 
room on its second floor that 
may one day be used as a 
cinema capable of holding 
around 150 people. 

It comes after the Friends 
of Lightwoods Park and 
House submitted a bid for 
£3.6m to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund for a revamp 
of the site. The rest will be 
funded by Sandwell Council. 
The park, which borders 
Birmingham along Hagley 
Road, was in city council 
control from the early 1970s 
before Sandwell took it over. 

Richard Marshall, chair¬ 
man of Friends of Light- 
woods Park and House, said: 
“This is probably one of the 
most important years for the 
group since the project.” A 
further 17 rooms in the build¬ 
ing will be made available to 
local businesses to set-up 
shop and a large tea room 
built on the ground floor.” 

Teen faces 
charges for 
chase crash 

A TEENAGER has been 
charged with theft of a car, 
dangerous driving and other 
offences after leading police 
on a chase which ended with 
a collision into a fence. 

Traffic officers on patrol 
attempted to stop a sus¬ 
pected stolen Audi A3 in 
Dudley Port, Tipton, early 
on Monday, however the car 
failed to stop. All five occu¬ 
pants of the car were 
arrested. 

Two men, aged 19 and 22, 
were later released. Two 
men, aged 22 and 27, remain 
in police custody on suspi¬ 
cion of theft of a motor 
vehicle, whilst a 16-year-old 
boy from Netherton was 
charged and bailed to appear 
before Sandwell Youth 
Court on February 10. 

The teenager was charged 
with failing to stop for police 
when directed to do so, using 
a motor vehicle without 
insurance, driving without a 
licence, driving without a 
test certificate and driving 
dangerously. 
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Concern is 
raised on 
funding to 
help infirm 

FUNDING to help elderly 
and infirm people is ‘inade¬ 
quate’ when compared with 
council budget cuts, an MP 
has said. 

Adrian Bailey, West 
Bromwich West MR called 
for the Government to take 
action over cuts facing 
Sandwell Council. 

Speaking in Parliament 
he said: “The elderly, infirm 
and immobile are often 
unseen, unheard and most 
dependent on local authority 
social care. 

“My own local authority 
of Sandwell has been forced 
to cut £75 million from its 
budget by 2015 and now 
faces a further £25m cut by 
2017. 

“The Government’s 
better care fund is totally 
inadequate to compensate. 
What is the minister going to 
do about it?” 

Local government minis¬ 
ter Stephen Williams 
replied: “The spending 
power per head in Sandwell, 
where the honourable gen¬ 
tleman’s West Bromwich 
West constituency lies, is 
£2,481, which is £900 more 
than many districts in 
southern England.” 

Mr Bailey said: “He failed 
to point out is that Sandwell 
faces significantly more 
challenges than many of the 
more prosperous districts.” 

Energy week 
reminder for 
help on bills 

SANDWELL Council is 
reminding residents how to 
save money on their energy 
bills as part of the Big 
Energy Saving Week. 

The Citizens Advice Bur¬ 
eau (CAB) is running the Big 
Energy Saving Week, a 
national campaign that aims 
to help people cut fuel bills 
and get the financial support 
they are entitled to. 

Sandwell residents can 
visit the Big Energy Saving 
Week website to learn more. 
Alternatively, they can take 
advantage of the Sandwell 
Energy Switch which runs 
until February 18. The ini¬ 
tiative works by getting tog¬ 
ether a large number of peo¬ 
ple who want to change sup¬ 
pliers so energy firms can 
offer them cheaper deals. 

Visit www.sandwell. 
gov.uk/energyswitch to 
sign up, or call 0121 569 
5555. To find out more about 
the Big Energy Saving Week 
visit www.citizensadvice. 
org.uk 


MP heads campaign on part-worn tyre sales 


SANDWELL MP Tom Watson will be 
raising the issue of illegal part-worn tyres at 
a national level following a shock survey 
carried out by the council's trading stan¬ 
dards officers. 

The West Bromwich East MP will be con¬ 
tacting the Secretary of State for Transport, 
Patrick McLoughlin, to raise his concerns 
about what he fears is a nationwide problem 
putting people’s safety at risk. 

Nearly half of the part-worn tyres bought 
in Sandwell by trading standards officers in 
a recent random check were found to be 
illegal. 

The survey of 15 tyres bought at random 


from suppliers in the borough last month 
revealed seven were considered potentially 
dangerous by an independent expert. The 
check was to make sure dealers were com¬ 
plying with the law. 

Regulations state that part-worn tyres 
need to be clearly marked as being ‘part- 
worn’, bear certain other markings, be free 
of major defects and still have at least 2mm 
of tread depth remaining. 

None of the tyres tested complied with 
legislation requiring them to be clearly 
marked as ‘part-worn’. 

Mr Watson said: “This problem is not 
unique to Sandwell and I will be contacting 


the Department for Transport to raise my 
concerns about the sale of illegal tyres, 
which potentially put drivers, passengers 
and other road users at serious risk. 

“People may be particularly tempted to 
buy part-worn tyres in the current economic 
climate as a cheap option. But this shock 
survey shows how drivers need to be extra 
careful when buying them and always check 
the tyres are properly marked.” 

Sandwell Council’s cabinet member for 
trading standards Councillor Paul Moore 
said: “I am pleased that the work of our offi¬ 
cers will be highlighted at a national level, to 
help raise greater awareness of this issue. 


“Consumers need to be confident that the 
tyres they are buying are suitable and safe. 

“It is a criminal offence for traders to 
supply tyres that do not conform to the reg¬ 
ulations and any trader found doing so in 
Sandwell will face the appropriate action.” 

Investigations are being carried out into 
the circumstances surrounding the sale of 
the tyres in the survey, which was carried 
out during the Safer 6 campaign. 

The maximum penalty for selling danger¬ 
ous tyres is a £5,000 fine, and/or six months 
imprisonment. Customers wishing to report 
a concern, or any trader looking for advice, 
can call 08454 04 05 06. 


Teen victim's mother calls 
for killer to stay locked up 


THE MOTHER of a teenager murdered by inf¬ 
amous prison escapee Alan Giles is launching 
a petition to keep her son’s killer behind bars. 

Quinton student Kevin Ricketts was just 16 when 
he was kidnapped and murdered by Giles, formerly 
from Oldbury. But his devastated mother Carole 
Ricketts, of Northfield, has said she will do ‘every¬ 
thing in her power’ to try to stop Giles getting parole. 


Warning on 
work offers 
being aimed 
at tenants 

TENANTS are being war¬ 
ned about a company knock¬ 
ing doors in the Friar Park 
area offering to repair 
council properties. Reports 
have come in of a company 
touting for work from council 
tenants. They claim they can 
do the repairs quickly and 
then claim back the cost of 
the work from the council. 

Sandwell’s cabinet mem¬ 
ber for trading standards 
Councillor Paul Moore said: 
“The only way a council ten¬ 
ant should get their property 
repaired is by reporting any 
issues directly to the council 
or through their councillor. 

“We will then send out a 
member of staff or a contrac¬ 
tor to fix the problem as soon 
as possible. Generally speak¬ 
ing, the council will not pay 
for any work carried out or 
arranged by a tenant. 

“Tenants should not 
employ or allow anyone to do 
repairs on their home 
without prior written agree¬ 
ment from the council.” 

Tenants can report any 
repairs that need doing on 
their home by logging it on 
the Sandwell Council 
website www.sandwell. 
gov.uk/repairs or by 
calling 0121 569 6000. 


Giles went on the run for 
nine days in October last 
year after fleeing from an 
open section of HMP 
Hewell. The 56-year-old was 
later arrested in Alcester 
and was given a further six 
month sentence on top of the 
life term he is already 
serving. 

But Mrs Ricketts has call¬ 
ed for him not to be given 
parole or to be allowed 
within 100 miles of her 
family. 

She said she was 
‘absolutely terrified’ when 
he escaped. She added she 
should have been told Giles 
was in an open prison just 
eight miles away from her 
home. 

Grandmother-of-eight 
Mrs Ricketts said her son 
was ‘quiet and shy’. “Kev¬ 
in’s shyness was almost a 
disability,” she said. “He 
wouldn’t even have shouted 
for help when he took him. 
He targeted Kevin because 
he was weak - people pick on 
the vulnerable.” 

She added: “Kevin was my 
best friend, my beautiful 
boy. We all miss him every 
day, we miss his laughter.” 

Kevin was abducted as he 
was supposed to catch a bus 
to South Birmingham 
College where he was a car¬ 
pentry student. The bus stop 
was just 100 yards from his 
home but at around 7 am on 
January 31, 1995, as he left 
to go to college, Giles 
abducted and later mur¬ 
dered him. 

Giles was jailed for the 
teenager’s murder in 1997. 


Katie hopes for a gem of an African trip 



Katie Lowe with the artwork and rings she is selling to raise funds for her trip to spend three weeks in Africa 


A TEENAGER is selling jewellery 
and artwork to raise funds for a 
trip to help orphaned children in 
Ghana. 

Katie Lowe, aged 17, from Bear¬ 
wood, needs to raise at least £775 so 
she can spend three weeks in the 
African country. 

While there she will help renovate a 
school and stock its library with books 


from charity Book-Cycle. She will also 
help stock offices with materials carers 
need to look after orphaned children - 
so they do not have to cover costs them¬ 
selves. 

The Lordswood Girls’ School pupil 
will also work on a disaster prevention 
project - planting fruit trees to shield 
mud huts, as well as providing some 
respite to carers at the Kumasi Chil¬ 
dren’s Home by looking after young¬ 


sters there, and building a vegetable 
patch. 

Miss Lowe, from Thimblemill Road, 
who studies engineering, is making her 
own rings and drawing her own 
artwork to sell to raise money. Miss 
Lowe, from Thimblemill Road, said she 
hoped to become an aid worker in 
future, or perhaps join the army. 

For more information visit 
www.ghanahelp.com 


NEWS 

in brief 


Beard shave in 
aid of charities 

A MAN who lost his 
father to pancreatic 
cancer has had his beard 
shaved off for charity - 
copying something his 
father did years before. 

Stephen Barnet grew 
his facial hair a few weeks 
ago after his father 
Stephen Jackson’s death 
in November. 

It was to prepare espe¬ 
cially for a charity beard 
shave in tribute to Mr 
Jackson, aged 60, who did 
the same in 1982 for a 
Sandwell Hospital scan¬ 
ner appeal. The money 
raised will be split bet¬ 
ween a pancreatic cancer 
charity and a charity for 
ovarian cancer. 

Spellar hits out 
at fuel duty bid 

THE GOVERNMENT’S 
proposed fuel duty cut for 
rural drivers has been 
dubbed ‘unacceptable’ by 
a Black Country ME 

Ministers have asked 
the European Commis¬ 
sion to consider seven 
new regions across Scot¬ 
land and in a part of 
north-east England. 

John Spellar, a former 
Transport Minister and 
MP for Warley, fears this 
could push up costs for 
motorists and businesses 
closer to home. He said: 
“If drivers out in the 
countryside are paying 
less then motorists and 
businesses in the Mid¬ 
lands conurbations will 
have to pay more.” 

Apps online for 
train commuters 

TRAIN operator London 
Midland has launched a 
free national rail plan¬ 
ning app for customers. 

People who download 
the app, which is for both 
IOS and Android plat¬ 
forms, can plan journeys 
and check live train¬ 
running information. 

Bosses say the design 
means it is easier to check 
train times, access live 
information during dis¬ 
ruption and check alter¬ 
native routes. Apps can be 
downloaded from the App 
Store and Google Play. 

Murders are the 
subject of talks 

GRUESOME Black 
Country murders will be 
discussed at talks arran¬ 
ged at a museum. Wednes- 
bury author Ian Bott will 
be at Walsall Local 
History Centre in Essex 
Street on February 10. 

Mr Bott, who works at 
Walsall Leather Museum, 
is well-known for his 
spooky tales. The event 
runs from 7pm to 9pm. 
Admission is £2. For 
details call 01922 721305. 


BARGAIN BLINDS 

WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY 
LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

Mjk 7 Vertical Blinds 
** From £199 
Fully Fitted 
All Other Blinds 
Reduced 


VERTICALS, ROLLERS, 
VENETIANS, ROMANS, 
VELUX, PLEATED, PATIO 
WINGS AND CURTAINS, 
CONSERVATORY & CURVED 
BLIND SPECIALISTS 


FREE Quote FREE Fitting 
FREE Child Safety Features L3 

Free Phone 0800 0347 111 
www.ukbargainblinds.co.uk 
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THE BEST 

OF PETER 
RHODES 



MAXIMUM respect to Chris Packham, posing on Win- 
terwatch (BBC2) with an enormous golden eagle on his 
arm. There is absolutely no guarantee that a bird so big 
and strong will not develop a sudden taste for human 
noses. 


nnnnnnnn 


FRED Pring died of heart failure in his north Wales home. An 
inquest heard this week how his wife made frantic 999 calls 
but paramedics nearby were on ‘mandatory and undis- 
turbable’ rest breaks. When did a patient’s life become less 
important than a paramedic’s tea and buns? A reader tells 
me he had a blazing row on the phone a couple of years 
back when his partner fell ill but the ambulance service 
insisted the symptoms didn’t merit an ambulance. He con¬ 
tacted his doctor who whistled up an ambulance PDQ. 
When his partner got to hospital she was found to have a 
perforated bowel, peritonitis and heart failure. 

nnnnnnnn 


WE TOOK our old moggie for his annual cat-flu jab and 
he has not been the same cat since. As I write this he’s 
in full flump-mode, lying on the warm top of the stove as 
limp as a rag. An online search reveals that loss of 
appetite and inactivity are common side effects of the 
annual booster injections and there’s some debate as to 
whether older cats really need them. Pet-insurance 
companies insist on these jabs but what do vets think? 

nnnnnnnn 


IT WAS one of those Should’ve Gone to Specsavers 
moments. I thought the headline said: “Batman tries to 
arrest Blair.” I felt a brief moment of joy that, as every other 
inquiry and legal process seems to have failed dismally, the 
Caped Crusader of Gotham City was at last fingering the 
former prime minister’s collar. No such luck. On closer 
reading, it was not Batman but a barman at a London 
restaurant. Twiggy Garcia tried unsuccessfully to make a 
citizen’s arrest on Blair for the 2003 invasion of Iraq. Blair 
apparently attempted to turn the conversation around with 
a breezy: “I think you should be more concerned about 
Syria.” That's a typical bit of Blairism. If things get sticky, 
let’s all smile, bluster, change the subject and move on. The 
problem for about 500,000 Iraqis is that the only place they 
moved on to was the grave. There will be a reckoning, Tone. 
□□□□□□□□ 


THE new series of Michael Portillo's Great Railway 
Journeys (BBC2) is a heart-warming odyssey on glori¬ 
ously punctual British trains with spotless carriages 
that are never more than half-full, staffed by smiling, 
helpful employees and with not a drunk in sight. This is 
what television people call “factual” programming. 

nnnnnnnn 


COME again? You seem to recall the climate scientists 
telling you global warming would bring hot dry summers 
and mild, wet winters? And then they changed their minds 
and said global warming was old hat and the new term was 
“climate change” which accounts for “extreme climate 
events”? Well, forget all that. This week’s news from 
researchers at Reading University is that our summers 
could become cooler, but less rainy. I hesitate to report this 
because, by the time this column appears, the Reading 
version may have been overtaken by another global 
guesstimate. There does seem to be a growing consensus 
that global warming will, er, make things cooler. But who 
knows what next week will bring? 

nnnnnnnn 


AND now, possibly the most inept and offensive invita¬ 
tion ever extended by a political leader to a minority 
group. President Putin says gays are welcome at the 
Sochi Winter Olympics, so long as they “leave the chil¬ 
dren in peace.” Maybe Putin, or Vlad the Unveiler as he 
is sometimes known, deserves some credit, for at least 
he managed to make this announcement without taking 
off his shirt, riding a horse or brandishing a gun. As a 
quick tour of the internet proves, the more he does the 
butch, anti-gay thing, the more Putin becomes a bit of a 
gay icon. I’m sure we all look forward to him being pho¬ 
tographed with the Olympic Village People. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 


every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Blind team kick off with walk challenge 


A TEAM of five blind foot¬ 
ballers will be walking from 
Liverpool to West Bromwich in 
aid of The Albion Foundation. 

Having started on Tuesday, 
Simon Hill, aged 28, Muhammad 
Ibraheem Iqbal, 15, Ian McNa¬ 
mara, 30, Shammi Ral, 18, and 
Darren Harris, 40, will be walking 
86 miles from Anfield to The 
Hawthorns, arriving back in the 
Midlands in time for kick-off at the 


match against Liverpool on 
Sunday. 

With the support of their guides, 
the B1 Blind Team players are 
walking from Anfield Stadium 
with the aim of raising £10,000 to 
help the charity continue to 
support them and the other 10 dis¬ 
ability teams within The Albion 
Foundation. 

For 21 years, the charity has pro¬ 
vided children, young people and 


adults with physical and learning 
disabilities with training, coaches, 
kit, transport, venues, accommo¬ 
dation and more, so that they have 
the chance to play competitive 
sport. 

Lifelong 

Through schooling, sport and 
education, The Albion Foundation 
support more than 520 disabled 
people every week, with the aim of 
raising aspirations and helping 


everyone they work with to achieve 
lifelong goals. 

Darren Harris, who lost his sight 
through bilateral blastoma - 
cancer of the eyes - at 15 months 
old, said: “This will be a huge chal¬ 
lenge, but something that the team 
want to do.” To donate, people can 
text WTAW14 followed by the 
amount you would like to donate to 
70070, or visit http://www.just- 
giving. com/albionfoundation 


Jail for pensioner who 
sexually assaulted girls 



Flying high with library toys 


Manager Robert Hazel prepares to host the toy sale at Great Bridge Library 


TOY HELICOPTERS, board games and a 
motorised Thomas the Tank Engine are 
among the items up for grabs in a charity toy 
sale to raise funds for poorly youngsters. 

The event will be held at Great Bridge 
Library in Sheepwash Lane, Tipton, as part 
of National Libraries Day on February 8. 

This year the event will be themed ‘Toys, 
Tales and Tables’, and will feature a large 
sale of nearly-new toys, all donated by 
library users. Activities will be running 
throughout the day from 10am onwards, 
including a craft session, a quiz and story 
telling, while a face painter will be on hand 
to keep younger visitors entertained. 

All proceeds will be donated to Acorns 
Childrens Hospice, the Midlands-based 


charity that offers support for ill children 
and their families. 

Library manager Robert Hazel said: 
“Libraries are an important local asset and 
we want to welcome as many people to come 
and join us to see what we do.” 

“As well as a large range of books, we offer 
free Internet access and wi-fi, as well as a 
host of regular sessions aimed at helping 
people of all ages in the community.” 

Great Bridge Library, which was refur¬ 
bished in 2009, offers a range of services to 
its members, including Knit and Natter 
every Thursday, health checks, Monday 
Jigsaw Club and a monthly Dads and 
Grandads Club. For details, visit 
www.sandwell.gov.uk/libraries 


A PENSIONER who sexually assaulted girls 
as young as five over a 45-year period has 
been jailed for four years. 

Eric Griffiths, from Hallam Street in West 
Bromwich, assaulted his first victim - a nine-year-old 
- during sick ‘games’ as she sat on his lap in 1954. 


In the mid-to-late 1960s 
he repeatedly assaulted two 
sisters - aged between five 
and 10 - in locations includ¬ 
ing the vestry of a Black 
Country chapel where Grif¬ 
fiths worked as a caretaker. 

And in the late 1990s Grif¬ 
fiths regularly abused an 
infant schoolgirl at an 
address in Stone Cross, 
telling her she would be 
‘taken away’ if she reported 
the attacks. 

Griffiths’ catalogue of sex 
offences came to light in 
2011 when one of the victims 
- now middle aged - confided 
the abuse to a counsellor and 
subsequently the police. 

The 84-year-old was 
arrested in May 2011 and, 
after initially denying any 
sexual element in his 
contact with the girls, later 
admitted four counts of 
indecent assault. 

At Wolverhampton Crown 
Court on January 13 Grif¬ 
fiths was jailed for four years 
and ordered to sign the sex 
offenders register for the 
rest of his life. 

Investigating officer, Dc 
Nadine Harding from West 
Midlands Police’s Public 
Protection Unit, said: “It 
was a complex, time-con¬ 
suming investigation. Once 
allegations had been made 
against Griffiths we made 



Assaults - Eric Griffiths 


efforts to trace other poten¬ 
tial victims in Wales and 
New Zealand. Their testi¬ 
monies supported a pattern 
of sexual abuse by Griffiths 
against young girls who 
were no doubt very confused 
and scared by what he was 
subjecting them to. 

“These offences came to 
police attention decades 
after they were committed 
but, through our detailed 
inquiries, we were able to 
present a compelling case 
and the weight of evidence 
against Griffiths saw him 
eventually admit the off¬ 
ences having initially refut¬ 
ed them. This case emph¬ 
asises it’s never too late for 
victims to report sex abuse.” 


Officers find phone gear 

POLICE found fake iPhone accessories and phone covers 
as part of raids on three shops. Officers in Sand well exe¬ 
cuted three warrants on mobile phone shops suspected of 
handling stolen property as part of a force-wide day of 
action to stop the sale of stolen goods. 

Officers were accompanied by officials from the border 
agencies, fire service and trading standards. Police will be 
talking further to all three shop owners about handling 
stolen goods, but no arrests have been made. 


Flooding 
protection 
plans are 
drawn up 

PLANS to protect a new 
housing development in the 
Black Country from flooding 
are being drawn up. 

A planning application for 
a large pond, or ‘flood 
storage area’, has been sub¬ 
mitted to Sandwell Council, 
and would be dug at Brand- 
hall Golf Course to protect a 
nearby housing develop¬ 
ment with permission for 
117 homes. 

It is hoped the flood allevi¬ 
ation scheme will help avoid 
any potential problems that 
could arise when the 
housing, being built on a 
former Sandwell College site 
by Bovis Homes, is complete. 

The homes are being built 
next to Brandhall Brook, 
which runs parallel to 
Wolverhampton Road in 
Oldbury. 

A report states: “Bovis 
Homes, Environment 
Agency, Sandwell Leisure 
Trust, Sandwell Metropoli¬ 
tan Borough Council and 
Brandhall Golf Course have 
been working closely toge¬ 
ther with the common objec¬ 
tive of identifying a sust¬ 
ainable flood alleviation 
solution to offer betterment 
to the downstream areas.” 

As well as the pond, a new 
embankment would be con¬ 
structed across the golf 
course to act as a barrier. 

Thieves tried 
to drag safe 
out of shop 

A PAIR of thieves tried to 
drag a safe out of a bookmak¬ 
ers by hand after forcing 
their way in, a court heard. 

Edward Preece, aged 34 
and Mark Tibbs, 40 were 
arrested by police trying to 
wrestle the heavy safe out of 
the Coral shop on Owen 
Street, Tipton on December 
23. 

At Sandwell Magistrates 
Court Preece, of Parkes 
Lane, Tipton, pleaded guilty 
to burglary with intent to 
steal. His co-defendant - 
Tibbs, of Bloomfield Terr¬ 
ace, Tipton - also pleaded 
guilty to the same offence, 
plus another charge of pos¬ 
sessing a class B drug, 
cannabis. 

Mr Mark Cooper, prose¬ 
cuting, told the court that an 
alarm alerted police at 
around 4.15am. A statement 
from the manager estimated 
that there was more than 
£5,000 in the safe at the time 
of the break-in. The case was 
adjourned for sentencing at 
Wolverhampton Crown 
Court on February 21. 


GvI 


KITCHENS & 
BATHROOMS 


Design, supply and installation of quality kitchens and bathrooms, electrical, plumbing and tiling 
works all included in a fixed price. FREE oven, hob and extractor with all full kitchens (T&Cs apply) 


Our other services include:- 
Full house re-wiring 
Central heating 
Boiler changes 
Full renovations 


SPECIAL OFFER 

50% OFF new Boilers with any 
full kitchen or bathroom ordered 
before 31 January 2014 (T&Cs apply) 


We have a reputation to be proud of with many customer references 
available. Substantial discounts on large projects. O.A.P. discounts 


N.I.C.E.I.C.and Gas 
Safe certification issued 


For FREE Design and Consultation Call Chris On 01214291586 Or 07415 787520 
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NOW AVAILABLE CALL NOW 


Wide range of doors to choose 
from 

Also FRENCH DOORS 

supplied and fitted 


CALL OUT SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE 

• GLASS • LOCKS 
• HINGES • MISTY UNITS 


1 

lai 

10 




Top quality stylish uPVC windows, doors, conservatories, fascias and 
guttering, professionally made and fitted at affordable prices! 

YOUR AFFORDABLE CHOICE FOR QUALITY & VALUE 

Contact Steven for your FREE QUOTATION 

AFFORDABLE 

07710 434 223 Windows & Doors 

mono eccoqo VVM lv>lwvvo ° 

Ul 9UZ bbbtfJZ UPVC GLAZED Windows Doors & 

www.affordablewindows.info Conservatories 
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Ex-Corrie 
star Matt's 
missing his 
Baggies fix 



Big fan - Matthew Marsden 


FORMER Corrie star, 
Matthew Marsden, has said 
he never misses his beloved 
Baggies’ games, despite now 
working on big budget Hol¬ 
lywood movies. 

The 40-year-old, who 
grew up on the Yew Tree 
Estate on the Sandwell/ 
Walsall border, rose to fame 
on Coronation Street and 
Emmerdale before emigrat¬ 
ing to America to work in 
Tinsel Town. 

He is currently working 
on a new movie where he 
spoke about his love for West 
Bromwich Albion and his 
longing for proper rice 
pudding. He said: “I still 
watch every single game; I 
check the newswires every 
morning. I went out the 
other day and I got some 
Ambrosia Cream Rice and 
gave it to my kids and said, 
‘This is what Daddy ate back 
home’. And a decent Indian 
meal; you don’t really get 
good Indian food here.” 

In the new sci-fi movie, 
Bounty Killer Matthew 
keeps his strong Walsall 
accent for the role of Drifter. 

“Well initially we did a 
loose read-through with me 
doing an American accent, 
then I reverted back to the 
British accent and the direc¬ 
tor said, ‘Drifter is no longer 
American, he’s British. We 
want that. We love it’.” 

Lights boost 
to COSt £500k 

HALF a million pounds is to 
be invested in replacing 
lights across Sandwell. 

Sandwell Council has 
already replaced 2,739 lights 
and created a central man¬ 
agement system as part of 
the street lighting reinvest¬ 
ment programme. It now 
wants to plough a further 
£500,000 for the second 
phase which will see up to 
530 lanterns replaced with 
energy saving LED lights. 

If approved, it is hoped the 
second phase will be com¬ 
pleted by the end of March. 

Installing the lights will 
save the authority £lm in 
energy costs over 25 years. 


Fight on housing and disability benefits due 


SANDWELL Council is being accused 
of discriminating against disabled 
people in its housing policy in a land¬ 
mark court case. 

The authority’s policy on discretionary 
housing payments is being challenged in a 
judicial review. The payments can be 
awarded to people in receipt of housing 
benefit who are struggling to pay rent. 

Legal experts have called into question 
the council’s current policy to take disability 
benefits into account when deciding if 
someone is eligible for discretionary 
housing payments - DHR 


Irwin Mitchell’s public law team is 
arguing that such a policy amounts to dis¬ 
ability discrimination and a breach of 
British human rights law - and has been 
granted permission to bring a judicial 
review into the decision. 

If the case is successful, it has the poten¬ 
tial to impact on hundreds of disabled people 
around the country, who are subject to 
similar policies at other councils, Irwin 
Mitchell believes. 

The disabled couple whom Irwin Mitchell 
is representing, have applied for discre¬ 
tionary housing payments after they were 
affected by the so-called bedroom tax on the 


home where they have lived for more than 
20 years. 

Fiona McGhie, the public law specialist at 
Irwin Mitchell’s Bristol office who is 
running the case, added that a final decision 
in the case, set to be handed down in a future 
hearing at the Administrative Court in 
Birmingham, will provide clarity. 

She said: “As a result of the bedroom tax, 
our clients face a shortfall between their 
benefits and outgoings which means they 
currently need to also apply for a DHR 

“However, the key problem is that 
Sandwell, like many other councils, is now 
taking into account Disabled Living 


Allowance when deciding on the amount of 
DHP they are eligible to receive - a decision 
we believe is unreasonable. The effect is to 
drive disabled people into poverty.” 

Irwin Mitchell’s clients, who did not wish 
to be named, said they were happy to move 
to a smaller property in order to offset the 
impact of the bedroom tax. The current lack 
of suitable accommodation, however, means 
they have little choice but to continue to use 
their DLA to meet the shortfall. 

The council said it was giving this matter 
‘active consideration’ and believed it had 
interpreted the Government’s legislation 
correctly. 


Best-ever GCSE results joy 
for schools across borough 


SECONDARY schools in Sandwell celebrated 
their best-ever GCSE results, although the 
borough is still lagging behind other Black 
Country authorities. 

The number of pupils getting five GCSEs at grade 
C or above, including English and maths, was up to 
54.1 per cent, rising from 53.8 per cent last year. 

The borough also outdid 
Dudley and Birmingham in 
vocational qualifications at 
Key Stage 5, including 
BTECs and NVQs, accord¬ 
ing to the average scores. 

Sandwell Academy in 
West Bromwich was a stand¬ 
out performer for the bor¬ 
ough as it was named top for 
its pupils’ GCSE results - as 
72 per cent of its 183 pupils 
walked away with five or 
more A*-C grades including 
English and maths. 

The Halfords Lane prem¬ 
ises also came top of the pile 
for Key Stage 5, based on the 
average scores of its A-level 
pupils and students taking 
equivalent qualifications. It 
was also named among the 
top 200 schools of all types in 
the country for Key Stage 5 
vocational qualifications. 

Wood Green Academy in 
Wednesbury was runner-up 
for GCSE results as 69 per 
cent of its 248 eligible pupils 
managed similar results. 

Q3 Academy in Great Barr 
meanwhile saw 68 per cent 
of its 182 GCSE-takers ach¬ 
ieving the required grades. 

The borough also boasted 
two of the 200 most 
improved state secondary 
schools based on the 
increase in the percentage of 
pupils who gained five or 
more GCSEs at C or higher 
from 2010 to 2013. 

At Shireland Collegiate 
Academy, Smethwick, the 
figu rejumped from 34 per 
cent in 2010 to 59 per cent 
last year, while at St 
Michael’s CE High School, 
Rowley Regis, the propor¬ 
tion leapt from 30 per cent to 
55 per cent. 


Pc praised 
for actions 
in off-duty 
shop arrest 

AN OFF-DUTY police con¬ 
stable’s shopping trip for 
curry ingredients hotted up 
when he spotted a burglar in 
the aisles - but he soon had 
the criminal bang to rice. 

Pc Dean Harper was in 
Bearwood High Street’s Co¬ 
op store buying balti ingre¬ 
dients on January 31 last 
year when a man at the ciga¬ 
rette counter caught his eye. 

A call to police colleagues 
confirmed the 42-year-old, 
from Kingstanding, was 
wanted for questioning over 
a break-in and a prison 
recall for breaching the 
terms of his licence release. 

Pc Harper said: “I tho¬ 
ught I recognised the man 


from police briefing systems, 
phoned for back-up and 


tracked him out of the store. 
I managed to pin him down 
for a few minutes until uni¬ 
formed colleagues arrived.” 

Birmingham-based Pc 
Harper, 36, was presented 
with a Chief Constable’s 
Commendation during a cer¬ 
emony at Edgbaston’s Tally 
Ho centre. The man who 
later admitted assaulting a 
police officer, was jailed for 
12 weeks and made to serve 
the remainder of his sen¬ 
tence for a 2010 burglary in 
Four Oaks behind bars. 



Sandwell Academy headteacher Simon Topper, pupils Kathryn Ellis, aged 17, Kiren Baines, 16, head of sixth form Karen 
Bladen, Callum Perkins, 16, and Anoop Sumal, 16, with Suet Au, aged 15 and Joseph Ockford, also 15, celebrate 


£3m spent on hospital blood lab 


ALMOST £3 million has been invested 
in creating a new blood sciences labora¬ 
tory at Sandwell Hospital. The labora¬ 
tory uses state-of-the-art equipment to 
analyse samples quickly and accu¬ 
rately to speed up the diagnosis of 
patients. 

The former microbiology and 
histopathology laboratories at the hos¬ 
pital in West Bromwich have been 
refurbished into a large open plan 
space where new modern robotic 
analysers and equipment have now 
been installed. 

Robots and conveyor tracks are now 
being used to help cope with increasing 


demand by reducing the cost of testing 
and minimising errors. More than 
7,000 samples a day are processed pro¬ 
ducing around 30,000 test results a 
day. The facility, run by Sandwell and 
West Birmingham Hospitals NHS 
Trust is open 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week and is staffed by a team of 
scientists, doctors and laboratory 
support workers. 

Staff test samples from the Trust’s 
inpatients and outpatients as well 
work from GPs, helping in the diagno¬ 
sis of everything from cancers, to HIV 
and vitamin deficiencies. 

It is the first of two phases of recon¬ 


figuration of the laboratories, designed 
to fit with the needs of the proposed 
new Midland Metropolitan Hospital in 
Smethwick which will see microbiol¬ 
ogy, specialist laboratories and eventu¬ 
ally the histopathology laboratories 
also being transferred to the Sandwell 
site. 

Toby Lewis, chief executive of 
Sandwell and West Birmingham Hos¬ 
pitals NHS Trust, said: “Local GPs 
know the value of the high quality, 
quick turnaround service offered by 
our teams. I am delighted that another 
promise made in Right Care, Right 
Here, is being fulfilled.” 


NEWS 

in brief 


Action on louts 
proves success 

ACTION to cut drunken 
behaviour along a high 
street which saw licensees 
receive advice from police, 
has proved a success. 

Sgt Giles Dean, who 
looks after Smethwick 
neighbourhood, said offi¬ 
cers had visited a series of 
premises along the High 
Street after problems 
with drunk and disor¬ 
derly behaviour. 

He said some persistent 
culprits had been issued 
with warning letters - a 
precursor to Asbos. 

He posted his latest 
update on the situation on 
the police’s website and 
more than 100 people 
have given officers the 
thumbs-up. 

Ian’s in the swim 
for leading cause 

A SENIOR probation off¬ 
icer at Sandwell, is mar¬ 
king 107 years of the ser¬ 
vice’s heritage and inter¬ 
nationally recognised 
‘excellent’ public service 
in the swimming pool. 

Ian Gould will be swim¬ 
ming 107 lengths at 
Langley swimming baths, 
in mid March. 

Polio survivor, Ian is 
swimming the 30 metre 
pool to raise money for 
the End Polio Now cha¬ 
rity, which aims to eradi¬ 
cate polio worldwide - log 
on to www.endpolio. 
org for more information. 

Prize fries with 
national award 

A CHIPPIE in Sandwell 
has been named one of the 
best in the country - it’s 
official. 

Chamberlains Quality 
Fish and Chips has been 
named a National Federa¬ 
tion of Fish Friers Fish 
and Chip Quality Award 
‘Champion’. It was given 
the accolade at last week’s 
2014 National Fish and 
Chip Awards, organised 
by Seafish. 

The takeaway on 
Wolverhampton Road, 
Oldbury, won the award 
after being recognised by 
a panel of judges. 

Chiles to have 
£1 m kicked out 

ADRIAN Chiles will have 
his salary cut by flmillion 
a year as he prepares to 
host the World Cup for 
ITY it has been claimed. 

The 46-year-old Bag¬ 
gies fan currently has a £6 
million contract with the 
channel. 

But it has been claimed 
that when his current 
deal runs out in April the 
replacement will see him 
take a pay cut as he will 
only front football cover¬ 
age. 



Unit 6, Queens Court Industrial Estate, 
Greets Green Road, 

West Bromwich B70 9EG 





















































THE YEARS 


Wooden Sheds 


Concrete 


Garages 


Roof replacement also available 


Asbestos 


inc 


up to 


Huge Range of Quality 
Garden Buildings 




8ft x6ft 10ftx8ft 


Single 16ft x8ft Double 16ft x16ft 

c1339 .2599 


CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF ooc sirzrx 

REPLACEMENT SFRVICF .15^0 £^00 £^iVJ 


7ftx5ft 8ftx6ft 8ft x8ft 

c495 e550 e640 


REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


Free Quotations O Old Buildings Removed inc Asbest 


se Laying Service O Free Delivery & Fitting 


mm 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 


BETTA 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, Visit our website: 

West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) www.bettabuildings.co.uk 
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NEWS FEATURE 


BENEFITS Street, poverty 
porn, exploiting the most vulner¬ 
able members of society. 

Apparently, the Channel 4 
documentary has attracted 
1,700 complaints, and now MP 
Austin Mitchell has waded into 
the debate, saying that pro¬ 
gramme makers had ‘conned’ 
people into appearing in the pro¬ 
gramme, and put them ‘on show 
like animals in a zoo’. 

Steady on there a bit, old boy. 
While I can certainly sympathise 
with the normal, law-abiding and 
hard-working residents of 
James Turner Street who were 
not selected to take part in the 
series because their lives were 
not colourful enough, and now 
have to live with the stigma of the 
way the street has been por¬ 
trayed, I do think some of those 
in the series protest too much. 

Certainly, some of the show’s 
‘stars’ - who claim they were 
duped by Channel 4 into appear¬ 
ing on the series - do not appear 
to have been too reticent in 
coming forward to other sec¬ 
tions of the media. 

But for those genuinely con¬ 
cerned about television’s 
exploitation of the poor, weak 
and unintelligent, then I would be 
much more concerned with what 
ITV has planned for later in the 
year. 

The network is planning to 
screen a reality series where 
deluded individuals are invited to 
humiliate themselves on national 
television, before being berated 
for their stupidity or ineptitude 
by multi-millionaire business¬ 
men. 

Candidates for the show are 
recruited on the pretext that they 
have a slim possibility of a career 
in showbusiness, and are rigor¬ 
ously vetted prior to their 
appearance to ensure there is 
just the right mix of oddballs. 

Those participating are 
encouraged to plead for their 
continued presence in the show, 
especially if it includes a sob 
story about financial hardship or 
personal tragedy. Highlights of 
previous series have included a 
man who refused to budge after 
lying down on the stage, and a 
girl who punched her best mate 
in the face after receiving a 
tongue-lashing from the tycoon 
who rakes in millions from the 
show. X Factor is back for a new 
series in September. 

□□□□□□ 

I’VE never really got the games 
console thing. What makes 
grown men - and it is invariably 
men - want to sit for hours on 
end in front of a television screen 
fiddling around with a little 
plastic joystick has always been 
a bit of a mystery. 

So the motives behind the 
man in Kansas who reportedly 
ran back into his burning house 
to rescue his Xbox is truly impos¬ 
sible to comprehend. 

According to reports, the man 
had endangered his life. Assum¬ 
ing, of course, he had one to 
begin with. 


1984 

PART-time fireman David 
Bloomer was called out during 
the early hours of the morning - to 
fight a fire at his own house. A 
passer-by called the fire brigade 
during the early hours of the 
morning after seeing smoke drift¬ 
ing above the Bilbrook estate. 

AROUND 20 girls at a Dudley 
school were sent home for 
wearing trousers, in defiance of 
uniform regulations. The fifth- 
formers at Mons Hill School said 
it was unfair that female teachers 
could wear trousers, but pupils 
had to wear skirts and stockings, 
regardless of the weather. 

EDUCATION chiefs in Stafford¬ 
shire took the first step towards 
banning corporal punishment in 
schools. But the canings would 
continue for the time being, until 
the Government brought in new 
legislation to comply with an edict 
from the European Court of 
Human Rights. 

1994 

IT was announced that the 
Queen was to visit Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, Dudley and Walsall in the 
summer. She was scheduled to 
visit St Peter’s Collegiate 
Church, Wolves £14.5 million 
redevelopment at Molineux, as 
well as the new floodlit track at 
Wolverhampton Racecourse. 
She would also be dropping in at 
Walsall’s Rainbow House 
hospice and opening a new 
visitor centre at Dudley Castle. 

MEANWHILE, two shots were 
fired at the Prince of Wales in an 
Australian park. The gunman 
was wrestled to the ground, and 
the Prince coolly told officials 
later: “Don't worry, these things 
happen.” 

TELLY Savalas, the actor best 
remembered for playing the title 
role in the 1970s detective series 
Kojak, died at the age of 70. 

2004 

COMEDIAN Bobby Ball was 
presented with his own souvenir 
Express & Star front page as he 
celebrated his 60th birthday in 
Wolverhampton. The funnyman, 
one half of double-act Cannon 
and Ball, was appearing in Peter 
Pan at the theatre. He said he 
was thrilled and planned to put 
the framed front page in his attic 
bedroom. Referring to his 
comedy partner Tommy Cannon, 
he joked: “What’s good about it is 
the fact that Tommy hasn't got 
one of these.” 

WOLVES pulled off their 
second Premier League shock in 
the space of a week, with Kenny 
Miller snatching a last-gasp 
equaliser at home to Liverpool. 
The unlikely 1-1 draw came hot 
on the heels of a 1-0 Molineux 
victory over Manchester United, 
where Miller had also been on the 
mark 


Soul singer Beverly Knight One Direction singer Liam Payne Councillor Roger Lawrence West Bromwich MP Tom Watson 

Making sure that our 
region is done proud 


Watson led calls for a proper Black 
Country Day last year and has urged 
local authorities to do what they could 
in 2014 to make sure the day was one to 
remember: “I commend Dudley 
Council for its excellent leadership on 
this. 

“It is a day when we can celebrate the 
cultural, economic and political influ¬ 
ence of a very important region of the 
country.” 

Dudley Council leader David Sparks 
added: “Cornwall has a flag, Wales has 
a dragon, Scotland has its referendum 
and now we can proclaim that we are 
also a special place with a special 
culture. 

“As the capital of the Black Country I 
hope Dudley borough people and organ¬ 
isations will show off the flag with great 
pride not only on July 14 but all year 
round.” 

Wolverhampton City Council also 
wants to join in the celebrations, but 
isn’t flying a flag any time soon. 

Activities 

Council leader Roger Lawrence said: 
“I’m not even sure how we’d go about 
getting one. For all I know there’s only 
one flag between us. 

Walsall Council’s leader Mike Bird 
added: “People think of the Black 
Country as a grimy, smoky and horrible 
place which it most definitely isn’t. “We 
should celebrate our part in the indus¬ 
trial revolution.” 

To try and kick off the celebrations 
Dudley Council is working with com¬ 
munity groups and traders throughout 
the borough to organise activities to 
mark the day. Councillor Lowe said the 
feedback so far had been positive. 

The Black Country Living Museum 
has announced it will hold a Black 
Country weekend on July 12 and 13 
with another celebratory evening 
taking place on September 13. 

Smaller community events are also 
being planned. 


DANIEL WAINWRIGHT 

looks at plans under way to 
celebrate the region’s 
special day in 2014 

A LONE flag flying outside a 
government office in London 
was no way to celebrate 
everything that is good 
about the Black Country. 

Now plans are under way to 
make sure more is done to recog¬ 
nise the region’s special day in 
2014. 

Dudley is already flying the official 
Black Country flag, designed by 
school pupil Gracie Sheppard, as the 
countdown begins to the official 
Black Country Day on July 14 - the 
anniversary of the invention of the 
Newcomen Engine. 

Delighted 

And with plenty for the Black 
Country to shout about - from food del¬ 
icacies such as grae paes and bacon to 
stars such as One Direction’s Liam 
Payne and Beverley Knight, who both 
hail from Wolverhampton - renewed 
calls are now being made to make sure 
the region is championed come July 14. 

Dudley has long been acknowledged 
by many as the ‘capital’ of the Black 
Country - something which deputy 
council leader Pete Lowe is keen to cele¬ 
brate by flying the flag which features a 
chain to represent the manufacturing 
heritage of the area. 

The upright triangular shape in the 
background recalls the iconic glass 
cones and iron furnaces that were once 
commonplace throughout the region. 

“All of us living and working in the 
area have plenty to be proud of and as 


Gracie Sheppard, who was the designer, 
councillor Pete Lowe who 

the capital of the Black Country here 
in Dudley we are determined to ensure 
we celebrate who and what we are,” 
Councillor Lowe said. 

“I for one am delighted to see that we 
will have a Black Country Day to cele¬ 
brate each year and want to help 
ensure that in 2014 as many people as 
possible join in celebrations to recog¬ 
nise the area’s achievements.” 


with councillor David Sparks, left, and 
are showing off the flag 

Last year the flag representing the 
Black Country was hoisted above the 
Department for Communities and 
Local Government’s offices to coincide 
with Black Country Day. 

Dudley South MP Chris Kelly met 
with government minister Eric Pickles 
who described the area as ‘of 
England’s industrial giants’. 

West Bromwich East MP Tom 
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LETTERS 


Don’t go off the rails to help funds 


I WOULD like to put forward a simple 
proposal to help Centro keep the train 
and metro services free at the point of 
use. 

If these are taken away from the 
over-60s, the alternative is to pack the 
existing bus services for the destina¬ 
tions served. 

If pensioners want to use the bus 
services before 9.30am on a regular 
basis, they could pay £27.50 a month 
for an additional travel card. A senior 
citizens’ railcard costing £30 a year 
takes just three trips to London, for 
example, to pay for itself. 

Centro inform me that 350,000 pen¬ 


sioners are eligible for the current free 
travelcard. As a pensioner myself I 
cannot see how anyone who travels on 
train or metro just ten times a year 
could possibly object to paying £30 a 
year, 8p per day, to be able to travel as 
far as Coventry, Sutton Coldfield, 
Stourbridge and Wolverhampton with 
the service free at the point of use. 

This would raise £9 million towards 
the shortfall. Those who point out we 
already pay for Centro through our 
council tax, forget when travel cards 
were introduced in the late 70s, and 
later concessionary fares for pension¬ 
ers, the Midland Metro was in the ‘back 


of an envelope’ stage. We have enjoyed 
it for almost 14 years until finally Gov¬ 
ernment cuts will take it away from the 
increasing number of older people. 
Perhaps that’s why New Square in 
West Bromwich was built. Why go 
when you can stay? 

I urge everyone who wishes to keep 
this boon to their travel freedom, to 
write to Centro and their MP in 
support of the proposal. I’m sure that 
anyone who has travelled on the 74 bus 
to Wolverhampton will be first to dash 
off such a letter. 

I MORGAN, 

Moor Street, West Bromwich 


LETTERS to the Editor 


POST 


Walsall Chronicle, Chronicle 
Editorial, 51-53 Queen Street, walsallchronicle@ 

Wolverhampton expressandstar.co.uk 

WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number of the writer. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


E-MAIL 


How much gets through 
to deserving via TV ads? 

I AM confronted by TV advertisements begging for anything 
from £3 to £30 per month to save the rainforest or animals of 
all kinds; pictures of a mother clinging to an emaciated child, 
not forgetting haunting pictures of children in this country. 

No right-minded person wants to see anyone suffer, never 
mind a child, but these appeals for funds have gone on for 
years with no end in sight. I would like to ask the charities a 
couple of questions: What percentage of monies collected on 
street corners, charity shops or direct debit is actually spent 
on people and causes like those featured in the adverts? 

K V JOYCE, Wednesbury 

Give somebody else a job 

THE E&S’s straight talking headline: Outrage at store idea 
was the most stupid thing I have read in a long time. Why 
do the assistants or assistant have a right not to serve a cus¬ 
tomer? Why do they think it’s okay to bring up their beliefs? 
Shouldn’t they have thought about their beliefs before 
taking on the job? If they feel so strongly about it dismiss 
them and give the jobs to people who want to work. 

J FISHER, Oldbury 


Show is best 
ad for cutting 
down benefits 

I WONDERED how long it 
would be until someone 
started bleating on about 
Benefits Street and how it 
poorly represented the 
minority on benefits - they 
auditioned to take part in 
this series. 

Unfortunately, I do not 
share S T Vaughan’s opinion 
that all people on welfare are 
seeking work. The vast 
majority of the public will, I 
am sure, agree this is a snap¬ 
shot of what a high percent¬ 
age of the unemployed do 
each and every day. 

I noticed all the people in 
this programme had money 
for cigarettes, were carrying 
cans of strong lager, possess¬ 
ing the latest mobile phone 
and bemoaning the fact they 
only received £1,500 mon¬ 
thly. Not once did we see any 
of them actively seeking 
work. 

I am glad this programme 
is on - it is the biggest advert 
for chopping benefits down I 
have seen so far, Iain Dun¬ 
can Smith must be loving it. 

S STROUD, Wednesbury 


Clamping down 
on immigrants 

THE STAR says 75 per cent 
of people want to stop immi¬ 
gration. 

The answer is so simple 
even an MP can see it: 

We have long had a tradi¬ 
tion of giving a safe haven to 
the oppressed and persecuted 
and long may this continue. 

To that end, we should help 
on humanitarian grounds 
but also allow immigration 
on quota and skills base. 

End of problem. 

To coin a phrase, the EU 
can go and whistle. 

RW WHITE 

Wigmore 

West Bromwich 

Storyline fear 
over bigotry 

IS THERE not enough racial 
hatred without Masood’s 
daughter saying he 
shouldn’t go with a white 
woman in EastEnders? 

What would they say if we 
said not to a white woman 
with an Asian man? We 
would be called bigots. 

J WESTWOOD, Tipton 


GIVE YOUR HOME A NEW LOOK 


THIS WINTER 

CLIENT PEACE OF MIND 
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Windows Fascias/Guttering 

Composite Doors Building Work ^ 

B Porches Misted-up Units ji 

Patio Doors Conservatoriesm 

Window & Door Repairs Wk * 

0 * Window Warehouse Ltd 

WB 0121 544 2222 

97 Park Lane, Langley, VISIT OUR SHOWROOM |f|| 

AWImikw DCO >11 n OPENING HOURS: Mi 

Oldbury B69 4LP Mon-Fri8am-6pm gfa 


Website: www.window-warehouse.com 
Email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 


Sat 8 am-1 pm 
Sunday 10 am-1 pm B3SHJ 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Earn £100 with Sandwell Supply* 

Sandwell Supply is looking for 

Qualified Teachers 

1. Are you skilled and successful? 

2. Do you have dedication, drive and commitment? 

3. Are you inspirational and caring? 

if the answer is yes to all the above questions call... 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 


• Romans • Pleated 



A 


• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 



FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 


Sandwell Supply today? 

In return you will get: 

1. Great Rates of pay £££ 

2. Friendly and dedicated consultants!! 

3. Work when you want!! 

This post is subject to an enhanced CRB disclosure 
and references 

Call Tracey Lowe today on 0121 552 7737 

Sandwell Supply is committed to safeguarding and promoting 
the welfare of children at every stage of the recruitment 


process. 



Sandwell Supply 
Sandwell Business Centre, 
Oldbury Road,Smethwick, B66 INN 
E: info@sandwellsupply.co.uk 
W: www.sandwellsupply.co.uk 

* Terms & Conditions Apply 
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ve Inspired 


LHE^NEi > 


Showro om: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX Tel: 0121 429 3186 

wtfil Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm KI3 B 


Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk 
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To find your nearest class: 

Call 0121 366 0966 



mytimeactive 


www.mytimeactive.co.uk/sandwell 


NEWS 


Joy for youngster after panto raises £500 

A PANTO performance raised more than £500 for a Newlife Foundation, based in Cannock, is Midlands Co- 
Midland children’s charity - and brought some new year operative Society's staff-elected charity and fundraising 
joy to an Oldbury youngster in the process. events around the region since May 2012 have raised 

Kevin Wilcox wrote Snow White and played the Evil £397,707. 

Queen in the production at the old rep in Birmingham. The Due to the cost of the equipment, mum Vicky turned to 
£581 raised will go to the Newlife Foundation for Disabled Newlife Foundation for help. She said: “Jude has tried 
Children and will fund a specialist buggy for five-year old numerous medications, a specialist diet, has already 
Jude Grainger-Southall, who has cartial dysplasia, a con- undergone one operation on his brain and is likely to need 
genital brain abnormality. The condition has resulted in further surgery. Jude experiences numerous seizures a day, 
severe and complex epilepsy and learning disabilities. many of which cause him to fall or lose his balance.” 

Breastfeeding shopper 
in Sainsbuiy's complaint 

A SUPERMARKET has apolo¬ 
gised after a shopper was dis¬ 
turbed three times while 
trying to breastfeed her 
daughter in the mother and 
baby changing facilities. 

Toria Zaari complained to Sains- 
bury’s after three men tried to 
enter the room at the Oldbury 
branch to use the facilities as the 
male toilets were closed. 

Miss Zaari said she was feeding her 
daughter Francesca Nash, now six 
weeks old, on January 6 at the store in 
Freeth Street. 

Cubicle 

The 35-year-old full-time mother, 
who lives in Warley Road and has a 
partner, HGV mechanic Robert Nash, 

31, said: “I went into Sainsbury’s to do 
a bit of shopping and to feed 
Francesca. 

“I was sitting in the little cubicle 
that they have got with a draw-back 
curtain and while I was feeding her 
three men came in one after the 
other.” 

Miss Zaari, who has two other chil¬ 
dren, said she complained to staff who 



Toria Zaari, with daughter Francesca, who was disturbed while breastfeeding 


apologised and said the men’s toilets said: “We’ve contacted Mrs Zaari to 
were closed but did not offer her any- apologise for this incident as it is clear 
where else. And she added: “I think it our normal high standards of cus- 
should be made more secure so they tomer service weren’t met on this 
cannot come in while we are feeding.” occasion. We’re investigating what 
Miss Zaari said she would like to see happened and will be taking steps to 
a door with a latch on the room so it is ensure the baby change facility can be 
secure. A Sainsbury’s spokesperson safely secured by customers.” 



WINDOW, CONSERVATORY, PORCH, 
FASCIA & SOFFIT NEWS 


■ ■ 


How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 


It’s simple customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale 
personnel and the unbeatable service given to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so 
many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window and conservatory is custom made to 
the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry.No other company in the area has more 
experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 28 years. 
Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on 
display at our purpose built showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00am to 5.30pm 
and Saturday 9.00am to 4.00pm. At Rydale we feel that it is very important to see products on display 
before you make your final decision to purchase. 

We invite you to come into our showrooms to view all our products available, the showrooms are here 
for you the customer. At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, you only pay when the 
installation has been completed. Rydale has been a trusted brand in our area for over 28 years. If we give 
you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. 

Can that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also offer a Supply Only service on all products 


including free delivery. 


W Repair Service available 


Winter Sale 

NOW ON 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and 
window showrooms 
in the UK 


Finance 
Available 

At Rydale we care about the 
customer, spend your money wisely / 

Massive 
Discounts 

on all orders placed now for 

February installation j 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 


Open Weekdays 9 am to 5.30 pm, Saturday 9 am to 4 pm, Sunday Closed 
Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk 
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NEWS 


Thief targeted gp users 
to get keys from lockers 


| by Adam Grinsell 
HE TARGETED gym users by 
breaking into their lockers 
and stealing their posses¬ 
sions - including two cars 
after swiping the keys. 

But Taimoor Ali has avoided jail 
after his cases were dealt with 
separately by magistrates. 

The 21-year-old targeted Pure Gym 
premises in Walsall and West 
Bromwich. 

In one ruse, Wolverhampton Magis¬ 
trates were told, he chose his victim by 
hanging around outside and engaging 
him in conversation to work out which 
was his car - before stealing the keys 
to a Seat Ibiza parked in Astle Outlet 
Park in West Bromwich in February 
last year. 

In another theft, he broke into a 
locker at the gym in Bridge Street, 
Walsall, getting away with a wallet 
containing a driver’s licence and an 
iPhone the same month. 

And he struck again on March 1, 
stealing keys to a BMW 3 series from a 
man’s locker before finding the car 
parked at a nearby Tesco. 

Addressed 

CCTV was reviewed by police and it 
was discovered Ali had used a pin code 
obtained from a legitimate member of 
the gym to get into the lockers. 

But when questioned by police Ali 
claimed it was a case of mistaken iden¬ 
tity. He was later positively identified 
by one of his victims. 

Mr Malcolm Fowler, defending, said: 
“His money issues seem to have been 
addressed now he has sorted out his 
benefits which he receives £106.” 

Ali, of St Paul’s Road, Smethwick, 
had previously been given a 12-month 
community order for the Walsall 
crimes - and was only being sentenced 
for the West Bromwich theft this week 
after admitting to theft. 

He was given an additional 12 
month community order and told he 
must carry out 150 hours of unpaid 
work over a year. 


Club wants players cueing up 



Treasurer Les Green, front, with, from back Jim Fowler, Vic Southan, and 
Eddie Horne issuing an appeal for more players at the Wesley Centre club 

A SNOOKER club is hoping to give West Bromwich, aged 74, the club’s 
some of its players an occasional break treasurer and member for the past 
by recruiting a more members to play four years, said: “Our numbers have 


a few frames. 

Retired people or those aged 55 or over 
are invited to play at The Retired Mens 
Snooker Club at the Wesley Centre, 
Wednesbury. 

Over the past 12 months however, 
the Spring Head club has lost 15 of its 


been dwindling recently. We’re down 
to 22 and not everyone comes to every 
session so we’d like to recruit a few 
more players.” 

Players pay 20p a game but want to 
introduce a £1 fee to play the entire 
afternoon - which will only be possible 


members. Organisers have now by recruiting some players, 
launched an appeal for more players. For more information call 0121 556 
Retired toolmaker, Les Green, of 0420 from midday until 3.30pm. 




Premiere Bedrooms & Kitchens 


• Cut Out The Middle Man 

• Manufacturers and Installers of Bespoke Fitted Furniture 
• Free Quote and Design Service 
• Gas, Electrics and Plumbing Includec 



saif 

m 

077 

27 

B 



• Door and Drawer Front Refits 

• Sliding Wardrobes | 

• Wide Range of Styles 

• All Accessories 

• Wide Range of Colours 

• Home Office Solutions 

isit our showroom at 7 Hainge Road, lividale B69; 

Tel: 0121 557 1903 Mob: 07973 172421 
remierebedrooms.co.uk email: billyheydon@yahoo.co.uk 



@Gos)e©s ©Castes© 
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Orangeries 
Conservatories 
Windows/Doors 
Bi-Folding Doors 
Triple Glazing 
Roof Trim 
Sash Windows 
Conservatory 
Refurbishment 


TRIPLE GLAZING SAVE UP TO 
28 % ON YOUR HEATING BILLS 



Installing Triple Glazing can save you up to 28% per 
year on your Heating Bills compared to traditional 
windows. As Triple Glazed units are up to 
40% more Thermally Efficient than Double Glazed 
units,this will help to reduce your energy Bills and your 
Carbon Emissions.Plus with our flexible Low Rate 
Options Funding you could Triple Glaze your Home 
for just £78.50 per month 


CHOICES UNIQUE BESPOKE 
CANOPIES NEW FOR 2014 I 



Affordable 
Quality Rigid 
Kitchens 

from £2500 
inclusive VAT 

• CDA Appliances 25% Discount • Free In-Store or Home Design Service 

• Technical Survey and Managed Installation • 15 Year Furniture Guarantee 


Tel: 0121 557 7228 

Showroom at: Sedgley 
UlvClJ Road West, Tiptcm DY4 8DQ 
----- _ Visit our website at 

VV I INI L J lAf www.choiceswindows.co.uk 
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BUYING 

UPVC 


W® FACIAS? 

Upvc Centres Ltd 



LMN Silicone . £1.31 

130mm Cappit from. £7.88 

300mm Hollow Soffit from. 4.96 


Suppliers of upvc plastics 
for the building window 
and roofing industry. 

Fascias, Soffits and 
Guttering. 


DIY enthusiasts are welcome 

Fitting service provided 

Also suppliers and fitters of 
windows 


Trade Counter - Open to Trade and DIY - Prices plus VAT 


175 Bromford Lane, West Bromwich, West Midlands, B70 7HT 
Tel: 0121 580 2967 Fax: 0121 580 2967 


NEWS 


Chiefs defend rising bill for locum doctors 


HEALTH bosses have defended the rising bill for stand-in 
doctors in A&E, saying talent needs to be brought in to 
combat a national shortage. 

Spending on locum doctors in A&E has quadrupled at 
Sandwell and West Birmingham hospitals in four years to 
more than £2.3 million. At Sandwell & West Birmingham 
Hospitals NHS Trust, which runs the A&E departments at 
Sandwell and City hospitals, spending leaped from 
£588,456 in 2009/10 to £2,357,347 in 2012/13. 

Jyotveer Gill, a spokesman for the trust, said the outlay 


was needed to overcome a national shortage of people with 
sufficient experience. He said: “We use long-term locums 
to combat a national shortage and we value their skills and 
experience. 

“We are determined to reduce the use of short-term 
locums in order to improve the reliability of care. Expendi¬ 
ture and use is tracked at our monthly public trust board 
meetings. We are immensely proud of the substantial 
improvement in the quality and timeliness of care being 
achieved in our A&Es this year.” 


Residents up in arms at 
pub plan for old bank 


RESIDENTS are opposing 
plans to convert a former 
bank behind their homes into 
a pub. 

People living in Wattis Road are 
angry about the proposals for the 
premises in Bearwood. 

They fear the development will exac¬ 
erbate existing problems with litter, 
anti-social behaviour and noise. 

But Black Country Inns which is 
behind the project says it will breathe 
life into the empty HSBC building. 

Wattis Road resident Vicky Stead 
said she didn’t think another pub is 
needed on the high street. She said 
several had already closed and another 
demolished due to a lack of trade. 

The 48-year-old said: “I’m not happy 
with the application at all. There will 
be a lot of noise. It’s going to affect 
house prices in the area.” 

They are also concerned about 
people parking in their street, which 
has a limited spaces for residents. 

They are also worried that it will 
affect a footpath that runs between the 
houses and the proposed pub. 

Mrs Stead added: “We have a lovely 
sense of community in the road, but I 
worry it could be lost if people move 
away because of the pub.” 



The former HSBC bank’s building in Bearwood which may become a pub 


Residents say they already have a they’ve come up with this idea. I just 
problem with people dumping litter in don’t see the sense in it.” 

Wattis Road after leaving other pubs in Residents said they would prefer to 

the area. see the former bank building, which 

John Kelleher has lived in the road backs on to their homes, transformed 
for more than 50 years and said he had into a cafe, library or community 
already seen the area decline and centre rather than another pub, but 
would consider moving if the pub were were willing to speak with the devel- 
to open. “I think it’s ridiculous that oper. 


We're Making Choosing 
A Trader Safer... 


NO dOGM£ 

Traders Here 

In Partnership With Trading Standards 


Amazing central heating offers from our approved traders! 

A Full Central Heating System Including Installation 



Vaillant 831 or Worcester 34 Classic boiler, 7 radiators, pipe work, 
thermostatic radiator valves, digital programmable 
thermostat, inhibitor. 


Combi For Combi Boiler Swap 


Vaillant Pro 24 or Worcester Junior boiler, MagnaClean, flushing 
of system, digital programmable thermostat, inhibitor. 


... 

0800 233 5000 

www.noroguetradershere.com 


We don't just offer you names of businesses when you are 
looking for a trader... we certainly wouldn’t take that 
chance! We offer you contact with businesses that we 
have personally interviewed & identity checked, bankruptcy 
& credit checked, businesses who we continually monitor 
in regard to the reliability and quality of their work. We offer 
you businesses that will have insurance in place and be up 
to date with their qualifications and licenses - but 
that’s not all - there’s even better news - we offer 




there. Over 80 types of ^ 
services covered. Why not 
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W Glazing 

W Landscaping 

Driveways 

Building 

. Electricians 

Heating 
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NEWS 


Challenge to take control 
of the estate left to rot 


A LEGAL challenge is being 
launched to take over a 
housing estate which police 
say is in such a state of dis¬ 
repair, they cannot tell if 
vandals have struck or not. 

At Trafalgar Court, off New Birm¬ 
ingham Road, Tividale the owner of 
eight out of nine blocks of flats there, 
Trafalgar Court Property Ltd, has 
previously been fined tens of thou¬ 
sands of pounds for continued failure 
to deal with repairs. 

Now a legal bid is being launched 
for the leaseholders, private landlords 
who own a few flats each, to have the 
right to manage the estate in the 
owner’s place. 

Barclay Property Services, of 
Hagley Road, Bearwood, is acting for 
those private landlords. If the chal¬ 
lenge is successful, it will allow them 
to carry out repairs Trafalgar Court 
Property Ltd have failed to do. 

Challenge 

The challenge is expected to cost 
around £5,000 and needed more than 
half of the flats’ owners to back it. 

John Walker, owner of Barclay 
Property Services, said he had the 
support of the owners of 28 out of 55 
flats so far. 

It is not expected that a decision 
will be made on the challenge, which 
comes under the Commonhold and 
Leasehold Reform Act 2002, for 
several months. 

Mr Walker said: “Some of the land¬ 
lords want the right to manage the 
estate so they can tackle disrepair in 
its communal areas. 

“They want to see improvements 
around the grounds of the estate, the 
blocks of flats’ roofs and other exter¬ 
nal features. I’m a specialist in this 
legislation and 28 of the owners of the 
flats are interested in pursuing this.” 

People living on the estate, which is 



Trafalgar Court in Tividale which is now in a rundown and vandalised state 



Sign of the times - police can’t tell when vandalism crime has been committed 


made up of flats on top of garages, say 
the properties are vacant and being tar¬ 
geted by nuisance children because 
they have ‘nothing else to do’. 

One resident, 45-year-old Leigh 
Clarke, said: “People are very close to 
one another on this estate and look 
after each other. If it looked a bit 
cleaner and tidier people might not be 
coming in and smashing it up.” 

Windows are smashed at many of the 
homes, window frames are rotting from 
the outside, and many of the vacant 
flats have been boarded up in a bid to 
stop break-ins. No damage was actually 
recorded as a crime there in the last 


year though, said police. Trafalgar 
Court Property Ltd was previously told 
to pay £45,900 for failing to carry out 
repairs to dangerous stairs, walkways 
and porches. 

And then last July it was fined a 
further £16,800 after not fixing the 
problems. It was one of the largest 
penalties handed to a single landlord 
for these types of offences. 

Councillor Ian Jones, the borough’s 
regeneration chief, welcomed the 
move. He said: “Perhaps there is some 
light at the end of a long, dark tunnel 
for the people living at Trafalgar 
Court.” 


Modern & Painless 
Dental Services you can trust 


Our friendly, professional and experienced team 
can give you back your healthy smile 


• Complimentary consultation with 
our dental professional 

• Mouth cancer screening 

• Cosmetic dentistry and smile makeovers 

• Treatment of bleeding gums and tooth decay 

• Professional home teeth whitening 

• Adult braces including invisible braces 


• Dental implants for missing teeth 
and loose dentures 

• CEREC technology - one visit porcelain crown 

• Beautiful full and part dentures 

• Stable fixed teeth 

• Mercury free dentistry 

• All work is guaranteed 


We all work extremely hard to make your treatment painless! 

This is a promise we intend to keep. 



84 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B71 3HN 

0121 588 4541 www.confidence2smile.co.uk 


*Conditions apply 


Cut out this offer and bring it along to claim 15% discount* 
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One of Charles Grigg’s greetings cards 


A typical example of the mischievous postcards which he produced for 50 years 


Bawdy humour was an integral part of the cards 


The cartoonist from Oldbury with some of his work 


Lifetime of laughter on the cards 
recalled as cartoonist Charles dies 


A LEADING cartoonist and 
comic book artist who 
drew Korky the Cat for the 
cover of The Dandy for 20 
years has died aged 97. 

West Bromwich-born 

Charles Grigg, who also drew 
more than 200 saucy postcard 
designs, penned the adventures 
of Korky for the comic from 
1962 right through until 1982. 

A son of a railway fitter and born 
in 1916, Mr Grigg lived in Barnford 
Crescent, Oldbury, for many years 
from 1960 with his wife Margery 
before moving to Halesowen. 

Beginning his working life as a 
woodworker apprentice at the age 
of 14, he began selling his cartoons 
to the Oldbury Weekly News before 
he was put in touch with DC 


by Adam Grinsell 

Thomson, publisher of the Beano 
and Dandy. His first comic creation, 
Sooty and His Shooter, appeared in 
the 500th issue of the Dandy in 
1951, before he became a full-time 
artist for both comics. 

As the artist for the famous cat, 
drawing the weekly strip, Mr Grigg 
was told by one editor that he had 
created the definitive Korky. 

Albums 

His longest running strip, Foxy, 
made its debut in the first issue of 
Topper in 1953, but went on to 
become a full-page strip and was 
included in the comic until 1976. 

After retiring from his full-time 
work with The Dandy and The 
Beano aged 65, Mr Grigg restricted 


himself to the albums. In an inter¬ 
view with the Express & Star, aged 
70, Mr Grigg said: “I would say that 
without exception I have done the 
album covers for more than 20 
years. I think I have added my own 
character to what was already an 
established character but I can’t 
define Korky. It’s just part of what 
I do. 

“I am quite an ordinary person. 
A lot of people remark on it and my 
answer is that it’s a job, a profes¬ 
sion, something I love doing but 
nothing more than a job.” 

Signing his name as ‘Chas’, Mr 
Grigg also drew saucy postcards for 
Bamforth and Co for more than 50 
years, with some of the jokes 
reportedly being supplied by his 
wife. 

Stephen, his son lived and looked 
after him for the last four years of 


his life, said: “It was my mum who 
would often come up with the ideas 
for the dirty postcards. He was 
often more concerned about the 
artwork but he did have a good 
sense of humour. He was a very 
modest man. He never had a bad 
word to say about anyone. “It was 
brilliant growing up being his son, 
I would tell everyone at school 
what my dad did. We used to get all 
these free comics which was great, 
I remember them arriving and 
reading them in my bed-room. It 
was always magical and special 
looking at what dad had done.” 

He added that his father, a life¬ 
long Albion fan, had once consid¬ 
ered a career in football and even 
played for the Aston Villa Reserves 
during the Second World War, but 
decided to stick with his drawing 
working as an engineer at Henry 


Hope’s in West Bromwich. He still 
loved to paint and draw and I 
encouraged him to keep it up to 
help him with his dementia. 

All you had to do was put a piece 
of paper in front of him and he 
would doodle,” added the 64-year- 
old. His earliest published works 
were for two local papers, ‘Rufus 
Rabbit’ for the Oldbury Weekly 
News in 1945, and ‘Billy Bone’ for 
the Smethwick Telephone. 

Despite suffering from vascular 
disease later in life, causing him to 
have problems with his short-term 
memory, Mr Grigg wrote down his 
life story which he would read 
through regularly, and look 
through artwork in more than 400 
copies of The Dandy which he 
kept. Charles, whose wife died in 
2008, leaves his two sons Stephen 
and Roger. 



Charles’ Korky the Cat was the ‘definitive’ version 



To find out more contact Sandwell Family Information Service 

0121 569 4914 or visit www.sandwell.gov.uk/familyinfo 


■ 

Sandwell 

Metropolitan Borough Council 
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FcmAf Information 
Service 


Sure Start 
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Steeple hit as 
freak storms 
cause havoc 



A dramatic lightning strike over Blakenall, Walsall, on 
Saturday, photographed by E&S reader David Mottram 


A CHURCH steeple in West Bromwich was hit 
by lightning as freak storms caused havoc in 
the West Midlands. 

A trail of damage was left in the wake of the 
thunder and lightning storm on Saturday afternoon 
which lasted just a few minutes. 

Among those hit was the 
Catholic St Michael and the 
Holy Angels Church in High 
Street, West Bromwich. 

A wooden floor inside the 
building was set alight after 
its steeple was struck by 
lightning. 

A metal Christmas deco¬ 
ration had been leaning 
against lead framed 
windows and conducted the 
electricity from the light¬ 
ning - sparking the flames. 

Watch commander Phillip 
Richards said it was lucky 
someone had been inside the 
building at the time and if it 
had gone unnoticed then it 
could have become much 
more serious. 

There were also fires at a 
further three homes across 
the region while the huge 
hailstones that followed the 
storm sparked traffic prob¬ 
lems and drove people 
indoors to take shelter. 

At the height of the drama 
on Saturday afternoon, two 
houses in Stourbridge were 
directly struck by lightning, 
causing a major roof fire. 

A woman was treated for 
smoke inhalation after the 
strike at the homes in Oak- 
field Road, Wollescote, but 
no one was injured. 

And in Cotwall End Road 
in Sedgley, an electric supply 
meter exploded after a house 
was also hit by lightning, 

Doctor fined after 
dog attacked girl 
leaving bitemarks 

A DOCTOR has been fined and her dog given a second 
chance after it bit a young girl. A small dog belonging to 
Polish doctor, Alina Kujawa, attacked the seven-year-old 
in West Bromwich leaving her with bitemarks and a 
scratch that required hospital treatment, Sandwell Mag¬ 
istrates Court heard on Monday. 

At an earlier hearing, 44-year-old Kujawa of Ruskin 
Street had pleaded guilty to being the owner of a dog dan¬ 
gerously out of control in a public place which caused 
injury on August 27 last year. Miss Val Hart, prosecuting, 
told the court that the young girl had been playing outside 
at around 6pm, on August 27. She said: “As she ran she fell 
and the dog bit her twice on the leg. She had a scratch and 
two bitemarks, one on her thigh and on her lower left leg. ” 

When she realised what had happened, Ms Kujawa told 
the child’s parents so they could take her to hospital. 

Miss Hart said the prosecution didn’t consider the dog 
dangerous and didn’t feel it needed to be put down. 

Specialist 

An additional assessment carried out on behalf of 
Kujawa by a former police officer and dog expert also 
determined the dog was not dangerous. 

Defending, Mr John Marchant, said his client, who 
worked for Polmedics Ltd a specialist doctors practice 
based in Birmingham, hadn’t ever had trouble with her 
dog before and owned another larger dog as well. 

“The claimants said they knew the dog before,” said Mr 
Marchant. They are happy that the dog is now under 
control.” Kujawa was ordered to pay a £300 fine, £250 
compensation to the young victim, £85 court costs and a 
£30 victim surcharge. Her dog Kaja was placed on a con¬ 
tingent destruction order. It must be kept on a lead and 
muzzled in public at all times, insured and not walked by 
a person under the age of 16 or face the prospect of being 
put down. 



Struck - St Michael and the 
Holy Angels Church 


causing two fires inside the 
detached property but the 
house was thankfully empty 
at the time. 

In Coseley and Wolver¬ 
hampton 2,400 residents 
and businesses Wolver¬ 
hampton city centre busi¬ 
nesses also experienced 
power cuts but Western 
Power Distribution said that 
all electricity was restored 
within two hours. 

Among the areas affected 
was Sedgley Street in Blak- 
enhall. 


HURRY, SALE OFFER ENDS SUNDAY 5PM 


expect much more 
than a furniture store 



Low sale prices. Pay nothing for a year. 

No deposit. Then take interest free credit. 

Whether your taste is classical or contemporary, you'll be amazed by their unrivalled selection of 
stylish furniture, carpets and beds. 

Everything is reduced to a fraction of its normal price - including the famous brand names. 

Hurry, Cousins' amazing sale offer ends this Sunday 5pm. 


HALF PRICE SAVINGS 



(ousins 


a true family business 


Open 7 days a week 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 


Birmingham 

Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. B11 2EW. 

T: 0121 765 3300 


Dudley 
Hall Street 
DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 


Our promise to you, 
we won't be beaten 
on price! * 


Manchester 
A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0161 875 4070 

• Free parking 

• Instore restaurant 

• Large stocks 


v.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


0%APR Sr! 

REPRESENTATIVE Prices in th 


silable on all orders over £200. REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: Cash price £228. Ir 
mount payable £228. Subject to status. Written details on request. Some items an 
til Sunday 2nd February 2014. Offer not available on clearance items, web specia 


M & H FIREPLACES 

RETAILER t^lnr 
mnitAi.AK \ dlUl 



■■■■ 

OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 


Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 343400 


ATTENTION 

SELF-EMPLOYED AT ANY POINT 
IN THE LAST 4 YEARS? 

You are eligible for a TAX REBATE up to £6000 

USE YOUR OWN VEHICLE TO TRAVEL TO WORK 
OR BUY TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT FOR WORK PURPOSES 

You are eligible for a tax rebate of approx.. £2500 

THE TAX REBATE SPECIALIST 

We have the expertise within the latest taxation rulings to get you your 
money within 4 weeks.. 

CALL TODAY.. 0800 32 77 835 

No win no fee www.yourtaxrebate.com 
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FOCUS ON WEDNESBURY 


If you have any news stories or pictures from this area let us know. 
Email: tom.mason @expressandstar.co.uk or call 01902 319550 


Dalglish backs hopes by Town 
to remain in league football 


AS MOMENTUM continues to gather for Darlaston Town FC 
to remain in the league, one footballing legend has shown a 
keen interest in the club’s fortunes - Kenny Dalglish. 

The Liverpool ex-boss and star player - who led the Reds through 
one of the most successful periods in the club’s history, winning 
league titles, FA Cups and European Cups - is backing a drive to 


keep Darlaston alive. 

The club was forced to pull out of 
the Midlands League last season 
after 140 years when it folded due to 
financial issues. But now a £5,000 
fundraising target has now been 
reached, bringing it back from the 
brink. Campaigners are now trying 
to raise thousands to keep the club 
going for future years and help it 
secure a permanent base. 

And Dalglish is expected to donate 
a signed shirt to be auctioned at an 
event featuring Wolves legends Don 
Goodman and Steve Daley on April 
4 to support the campaign. 

He was contacted by Walsall 
South MP Valerie Vaz, who said he 
has since shown an interest in the 
club’s history and fight for survival. 
Mrs Vaz has also written to FA chair¬ 
man Greg Dyke asking him to 
support the campaign. 

She wants to hold a meeting with 
him to see what support is available 
for the club. 

But she says that getting the 
support of a legend like Dalglish 
could bring the campaign to a wider 
audience. She said: “He has been 
very good and has shown an interest 
in the club - after we mentioned it to 
him he had been online looking up 
the club’s history.” 

She is also trying to organise a 
‘parliamentary football match’ 
involving MPs and Westminster offi- 



Interest - Kenny Dalglish 


cials, and hopes shadow health sec¬ 
retary Andy Burnham will be one of 
the first to sign up. 

The football club, founded in 
1874, is believed to be the second 
oldest non-league team in the 
country. It was a founder member of 
the Midlands league in 1962 but 
resigned at the end of last season. 

A committee was set up in Sep¬ 
tember to generate £5,000 to cover 
costs rent, registration fees and kits 
in a bid to save the club. Bosses are 
looking to raise another £5,000. 

But its City Ground base needs 
new fences and walls, so talks are 
being held with Walsall Council to 
decide whether the club will stay 
there or move to a new location. 

League officials will assess 
whether grounds are suitable 
between April and June. 


Holocaust 
memorial 
event held 

WREATHS were laid and 
prayers said as people 
gathered to remember the 
victims of the Holocaust. 

A crowd of more than 50 
people gathered in Sand- 
well to pay their respects to 
those who lost their lives in 
the atrocity. A special ann¬ 
ual service was held at 
Sandwell Registry Office 
on Sunday, ahead of Holo¬ 
caust Memorial Day on 
Monday. Heavy rain meant 
for the first time ever, the 
service was held indoors 
before a wreath-laying cer¬ 
emony took place in the 
gardens of the building, in 
High Street, West Brom¬ 
wich. 

The Mayor of Sandwell 
Councillor Linda Horton 
laid a wreath at the event. 
She said: “There were so 
many people who lost their 
lives because of who they 
were and what they were. 

“By holding these me¬ 
morial services, it reminds 
us and future gener ations 
that we must never let it 
happen again.” 



Tori is tops 
of young in 
jobs boost 
programme 

A SIX-MONTH programme 
helping unemployed young 
people has assisted more 
than 60 teenagers into work 
or training or to discover 
new skills. 

Among them is 17-year- 
old Tori Hill, from Wednes- 
bury, who signed up to the 
Get Involved scheme last 
July. Tori, along with 68 
similar young people from 
the West Midlands, have 
gone on to either discover 
new skills, get apprentice¬ 
ships or find jobs. 

For unemployed Tori it 
has meant a switch from 
taking up hairdressing to 
painting and decorating. 
Oldbury training provider 
BCTG ran the programme, 
targeted at young people not 
involved in any type of edu¬ 
cation, employment or train¬ 
ing. 

Funded by the European 
Social Fund, the programme 
saw young people including 
Tori take part in free work¬ 
shops and mentoring ses¬ 
sions as well as visiting the 
Skills Show at the NEC in 
November. 

Mike Smith, from BCTG, 
said: “In Tori’s case we 
found she had a flair for 
painting and decorating 
after she’d had a taste of it at 
the Skills Show, so we organ¬ 
ised some work experience 
for her at NSPR a training 
provider.” 

Of the 68 learners on the 
scheme, two have gone on to 
college, 25 have gone into 
apprenticeships and 11 have 
secured jobs. 



Distribution 


Get ready for 
Valentine’s Day, 

Promote your business via 
leaflet distribution for only 


STAR mna media JOURNAI 


We make sure they get into the RIGHT hands! 


To advertise your business... 

Sonu Bennings, Sandwell Chronide, Black Lake Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB 
_, .. .benninas@exDressandstar.co.uk 






Join these businesses 
and grow your company by 
advertising in the Local Specialists published 
weekly in the Sandwell Chronicle. 

REACHING OVER 65,542 
POTENTIAL 

CUSTOMERS EACH WEEK 


Trusted Sandwell Chronicle listing local companies 
offering competitive prices for all types of work 

Research shows that readers respond to a local 
telephone number 

Promotional advertisements published in Express & 
Star and Chronicle to raise section awareness 

Advice and free artwork to ensure advertisement is 
fresh and delivering the right message at the 
right time 

Tip of the week editorial support attracting 
more readers 


^Midlands B70 OQB 


Express 


Man 


Wonderland 
Day Nursery. 

•2m 

All children 6 weeks to 
5 years welcome 

Childcare vouchers accepted r 
Free funded places 
for 2-5 year olds available. •£ 


0121 556 6222 

57 Holyhead Road, Wednesbury WS10 7DF 
www.wonderlanddaynursery.co.uk 


0is/ TJaleniine s Sale Day 
Jrom Simone s SBricfal 


Sunday 16th 
February 
10 am-4pm 

Bridesmaids 
Weddings 
Flower Girls 
Prom 

Massive 
Reductions 
1 Day Only 


Telephone 0121 502 1904 

48 Upper High Street, Wednesbury WS10 7HJ 
info @ simonesbridal.co.uk 
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Europe's largest Hindu 
temple aims to expand 



Development plans - The largest Hindu temple in Europe the Shri Venkateswara (Balaji) temple in Tividale 


IT IS Europe’s biggest Hindu 
temple and used by hundreds 
of people. 

And now plans have been submitted 
for the creation of a yoga and medita¬ 
tion centre at Shri Venkateswara 
(Balaji) Temple in Tividale. 

Bosses want to construct the two- 
storey Peace Temple on land in Dudley 
Road East. It would be used to practice 
and teach yoga and meditation and 
would be able to accommodate almost 
100 people. 

Planning documents submitted to 
Sandwell Council state the temple 
complex is open to the public regard¬ 
less of faith. The building is designed to 


provide for 37 people in the yoga class 
area on the ground floor and for 57 
people in the meditation area on the 
first floor. 

The Peace Temple is not expected to 
increase the number of visitors to the 
complex at any one time or on occa¬ 
sions and the meditation space is 
designed to serve those who already 
visit the temple. 

The yoga classes will be held during 
designated times. 

The documents add: “The Peace 
Temple is to complement the existing 
use of the site. 

“As a place for meditation and con¬ 
templation, the proposal will support 


and enhance the spiritual nature of the 
site by adding to the existing facility to 
the visitors.” 

It is the latest expansion of the site 
which was given approval to build a 
£500,000 one-storey building last year. 
Leaders at the temple will build a 
Yagashala building, which caters for a 
special ceremony to introduce babies to 
the faith. 

It was reported earlier this month 
that the Walsall mosque which was at 
the centre of a bomb plot is also looking 
to expand as part of a refurbishment. 
Plans for an extension have been put 
forward for the site in Rutter Street, 
Caldmore. 



r on V our . . es 
printer caries 





Range of refurbished 
laptops and mobile 
phones in stock 

Please visit us or call for 
latest stock and prices 

All items are warranted 


SPECIAL 

OFFER DELL 17" 
^ monitor 
only 

£25.00 



10% Off 

all Cartridge Refills 

with this voucher 

13 Bull Street, West Bromwich B70 6EU 

Tel: 0121 580 4222 

Email: sales@cartridgeworx.co.uk 


10% off 

on production of this voucher 

valid until 31st March 2014 





OFFER OF 
THE WEEK 

New Stock at Bowjangles 
9.ct Yellow Gold Brilliant 
Cut Solitaire Dress Ring 

For 

week Air&K 


only f ; 

£9f 




JEWELLERS 

Buy and Sell All Quality Jewellery 


q IpEt? rnhnr^ 

o frifoTMYTrTYilCT 

For all your jewellery 
requirements 


Find us on Facebook at 


«L 

Like - Share - Invite 

www.bowjanglesmidlands.co.uk 

i, x \ Sl. y ~ 







ANY CURRENCY CAN BE ORDERED 
W ITH NO COMMISSION 

^^EUROS DOLLARl^ 

We sell £1 = 1.185 We sell £1 

We buy £ 1 = 1.239 We buy $ 1.72 

We also buy €1 & €2 Euro coins prices paid 29.1.14 

BOWJANGLES ARE ONE OF THE LEADING GOLD 
AND SILVER BUYERS IN THE UK 
For the best and most competitive prices on gold, 
silver and diamonds please call on a daily basis 

Find us on Facebook at JjigSjdlliG© Like ■ Share ■ Invite 


WEDNESBURY (M6 J9) BIRMINGHAM (M6 J6) 

17 Market Place, Wednesbury 36 Vyse Street, Jewellery Quarter, 
WS10 7AY Birmingham B1 8 6JY 

Tel: 0121 556 6868 Tel: 0121 554 8917 


www.bowianglesmidlands.co.uk 

I.D.Required Working in association with W.M. Police 
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Your time, 
your skills, 
their future 

Believe in 
children 

i Barnardo’s 


Could you Care 
for a Child with 
a Disability? 


We are currently looking for Overnight Short 
Break Carers in the Worcestershire, Dudley and 
Sandwell areas, to care for a local child or young 
person with a disability for a couple of nights per 
month or more. 

If you want to know more about being 
a short break carer please contact 
us for a chat with our friendly staff. 

Barnardo’s Midlands Overnight 
Short Breaks, 85 Ladbury Road, 

Walsall, WS5 4HH 

For more information: 

01922 616961 
email: 

sandcastle@barnardos.org.uk 

www.barnardos.org.uk 

Barnardo’s Registered Charity Nos.216250 and SC037605 



NEWS 


Locks are lost for mayor’s special 
causes by fundraising councillors 



Close shave for councillors Roger Horton and Bob Price who have had the 


TWO PLUCKY Sandwell council¬ 
lors have had their luscious locks 
shaved off to raise money for 
their Mayor’s chosen charities. 

Mayor’s consort Councillor Roger 
Horton and Deputy Mayor’s consort 
Councillor Bob Price are raising 
money for Better Understanding of 
Dementia for Sandwell (BUDS) and 
Birmingham Midland Eye Centre. 

Councillor Linda Horton, Mayor of 
Sandwell, said: “I can’t believe that 
Roger is doing this for my charities. 

“He has always been very proud of 
his lovely thick curly hair and to have 
it removed is really brave. 

She added: “Bob Price is support¬ 


ing Roger by having his done at the 
same time and I ask as many people 
as possible to support them both to 
raise lots of money for these very hard 
working charities.” 

She added that she liked her 
husband’s new look and that so far 
they had managed to raise more than 
£1,000, which they hoped to double 
once more donations came in. 

Fantastic 

The charity head shave took place 
in the Council Chamber at Sandwell 
Council House, Oldbury, at 4pm last 
Thursday. 

Councillor Roger Horton, added: “I 
don’t think my hair has been this 


chop in aid of the Mayor’s charities 

short since I was born. It was a bit 
nerve racking having it all cut off, but 
its all for a good cause. 

“Everyone knows somebody who 
has been affected by dementia and 
BUDS does a fantastic job, while the 
Birmingham Midlands Eye Centre is 
a group close to my own heart, having 
undergone surgery there myself.” 

He added that he had already had a 
number of comments about how 
much people loved his hair and said 
he would do it again. 

Readers can also still sponsor the 
pair by picking up sponsorship forms, 
which are available from the Big 
House. 


ADAM 
& EVE IT 

THE STYLISH ADAM JAM 1.2 available on 
FLEXIBLE PCP and comes with Lifetime Warranty 


Representative Example 

23 Monthly Payments of 

£99 

On-the-road cash price 

£11,680 

Vauxhall Deposit Contribution 

£1,340 

Customer Deposit 

£1,989.68 

Amount of Credit 

£8,350.32 

Interest Charges 

£421.68 

Total Amount Payable 

£12,101.68 


Optional Final Payment (GFV) 

£6,495 

Fixed Rate of Interest per year, true 

2.84% 

Mileage per annum 

8,000 

Excess mileage charge, per mile 

£0.09 

Duration of Agreement 

24 months 

Representative APR 

2.9% APR 


LIFETIME 

WARRANTY 100,000 MILE 




T Wall Garages 
Kingswinford 
01384 672909 

Halesowen Motor House 
West Midlands 
0121 462 2916 


Dudley Motor Company 
West Midlands 
01384 454100 

Stourbridge Motor House 

Stourbridge 

01384 672918 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). ADAM JAM 1.2i 16v VVT: Urban: 39.8 
(7.1), Extra-urban: 67.3 (4.2), Combined: 53.5 (5.3). C0 2 emissions 124g/km # 

Offer subject to availability at participating Retailers only. Finance subject to status, terms and conditions apply. At the end of the Contract there are three options: i) Retain the vehicle: Pay the optional final payment to own the vehicle, ii) Return the vehicle, or iii) Replace: part exchange the vehicle, where equity 
is available. Applicants must be 18 years or over. Finance by Vauxhall Finance, PO Box 6666, Cardiff, CF15 7YT. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 (purchase only excluding B2B supported units). All other customers are excluded. We can introduce you to a limited 
number of finance providers, commission maybe received. Vauxhall Lifetime Warranty covers lifetime ownership of first registered keeper, 100,000 mile limit. Terms and Conditions apply. Offer available on orders or registrations by 1st April 2014. #OfficialEU-regulated test data are provided for comparison 
purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. 
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Not only do we offer the largest choice at the lowest prices, nearly everything 
is in stock for immediate delivery or fitting. 

Don't miss out on this mega savings event only from NCF! 


WHY 

WAIT? 

IMMEDIATE 

FITTING 

ON CARPETS! 

ONLY AT NCF FURNISHINGS 


enjoy extra savings all year 
round, no misleading sales, 
just great prices! 



MASSIVE SAVINGS! 

ON A HUGE RANGE of 

CARPET5& 

I AMINatcc 




Why wait? Immediate fitting on all carpets! 
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SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 

Cars, Caravans, Household Goods etc. 

O' 


£ 19.50 

FOR 6 NIGHTS 

6 nights Free if you do not sell! 

Includes one week online and your local Chronicles 

TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 


‘SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 


NHS HEROES 


stepping into breach 
following lorry drama 


IT WAS a scene that could 
have come from any disaster 
movie. Stuntmen would have 
applauded the audacity of 
the plan to smash the power¬ 
ful cab of an articulated HGV 
into a parked car, dragging it 
up the road, before crashing 
through railings. 

Momentum then hurled it up a 
grassy slope to plough straight 
through the wall of a hospital, 
ending up in an elderly patient’s 
bathroom. 

But this was no Bruce Willis epic, 
no episode of Casualty or Holby City, 
this was reality - the real-life drama 
took place at Leasowes Intermediate 
Care Centre, only a few weeks ago. 

The centre, operated by Sandwell 
and West Birmingham Hospitals 
NHS Trust had 20 inpatients when 
the crash happened. 

Immediate 

Many staff from across the Trust 
were called upon to help continue to 
provide care, and one in particular - 
admin manager and grandmother-of- 
two Lesley Wall, aged 55, stepped up 
out of her comfort zone to help with 
the response. 

As Chief Operating Officer for the 
Trust, Rachel Barlow arrived on scene 
to establish a silver command centre 
to deal with the immediate response, 
there was no trained loggist on site. It 
is a legal requirement to log every 
decision and action, so Lesley was 
asked to take on this essential role. 

She explained: “I take minutes for 
meetings so I know about accuracy 
and speed, but a loggist is a specialist 
who must record everything to be 
signed off by the silver commander at 
the time. It is a very important role 
and crucial to get right. 


ONCE again we focus some of 
our time on the quiet heroes from 
a wide variety of backgrounds, 
doing a wide variety of jobs, in 
one of the Black Country’s 
largest NHS organisations - 
Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Hospitals NHS Trust. 

It employs 7,500 people, many 
of whom live locally. Last year, 
the trust saw a patient on a face- 
to-face basis one and a half 
million times and provides care 
from 150 locations, as well as in 
the comfort of your own home. 

This week we highlight: 

LESLEY WALL 




The aftermath of the lorry crash 

“Although it was a period of high 
drama, everyone worked extremely 
efficiently, putting the patients first, so 
their care could continue as seamlessly 
as possible. It is frightening to think of 
the potential casualties we could have 
been dealing with. I heard that the car 


that was hit first belonged to a carer who 
had stopped to visit a patient. Appar¬ 
ently she got out of her car at 7.15am and 
the lorry hit just seven minutes later. 

“At the time it happened, patients 
would have been in their bathrooms, it 
was just lucky that the patient in that 
bedroom was not using her en-suite at 
the time. 

“Recently we changed our cleaning 
schedule so that bathrooms on the other 
side of the building are cleaned first, oth¬ 
erwise we could have had a member of 
staff actually cleaning the shower when 
the lorry hit.” 

A keen baker, Lesley is taking on her 
next big challenge by baking her sister’s 
wedding cake in April. 

She commented: “I’ll never forget the 
crash, it is the most dramatic event of my 
working life so far. In emergency situa¬ 
tions everyone just pulls together and 
you do whatever needs to be done. On the 
day I don’t think I did anything special, I 
was just doing my job.” 



TESTED 

TRUSTED 

APPROVED 

MOTOR INDUSTRY 
PROFESSIONALS 


PROFESSIONAL 
REGISTER 


"You wouldn't trust a vehicle without 


www.imiregister.org.uk is the only place to find professionals who 
have been recognised by the Institute of the Motor Industry for their 
experience, for continually keeping their skills and knowledge up 
to date, and for their commitment to ethical working practices. 


an MOT so why trust an automotive 
professional who isn't on the 
IMI Professional Register?" 


TESTED ■ TRUSSED 

•approved 1 


Find a local skilled professional at: WWW.imiregiSter.Org.uk 
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NEWS 


NIP airs ftars 
on payday loan 
firms' adverts 


^Report by Daniel Wainwright 
‘SEDUCTIVE’ pink pigs and 
cartoon characters are leading 
children to see payday loans as 
an easy source of money, an MP 
has said. 

And Adrian Bailey has revealed 
that a school teacher has written to 
him to say youngsters in her class 
quoted the names of payday lenders 
when they were asked what they 
would do if they wanted something 
and did not have the money to pay for 
it. 

The West Bromwich West MP is calling 
for a ban on TV advertising by payday 
lenders during children’s viewing hours. 

The teacher who wrote to him did so on 
condition of absolute anonymity. 

But Mr Bailey read out her message in 
the House of Commons. 

She said: “I asked the children what they 
could do if there was something they 
wanted to buy and didn’t have the money 
for yet. Almost all the hands went up. 

Appropriateness 

“Only one child said they should save up 
and I was given the names of several payday 
loan companies. 

“They said that it was on TV and then 
most of them sang the song in the advert.” 

Mr Bailey, chairman of a committee of 
MPs that looked at payday lending advertis¬ 
ing, said: “For an industry that claims to be 
cleaning up its act and not to be lending to 
those who cannot afford to pay back, to offer 
to verify the appropriateness of a loan to 
somebody in a one-minute online process 
defies all credibility. 

“I looked at another advert that had a 
beautifully seductive cheery pink pig. 

“I could not help but marvel at how the 
piggy-bank, a symbol over the decades of 
thrift and financial responsibility, should be 
misused in such a way to promote what is 
perhaps some of the most irresponsible 
lending, but that is how these companies 
advertise on their websites.” 

Lenders using cartoon pigs included two 
which call themselves Payday Pig. Both 
websites promise cash straight to 
someone’s bank account in minutes. 

But payday loans typically come with 
very high interest rates which mount up if 
people do not pay them back quickly. 

Mr Bailey added: “We found the matter of 
television advertising to be an issue of huge 



Payday loans ads campaign - Adrian Bailey 

concern. Research carried out by Ofcom 
showed that children aged between four and 
15 saw three million adverts - an average of 
70 adverts per child per year. 

“I cannot believe all of this is coincidental. 

“Parents respond to pester-power from 
their children, and if those children believe 
it is so easy to obtain money, the pressures 
that adults may feel are multiplied many 
times. 

“That is reinforced by constant demands 
from their children to spend money they 
cannot afford. 

“My concern is that it appears that these 
companies are grooming children as the 
next generation of payday borrowers. 

“Only by a total ban on advertising during 
children’s TV as well as offering financial 
education in schools, will we begin the 
process of limiting the influence of these 
lenders. 

“I therefore call on the Government to 
take all necessary steps to ensure that chil¬ 
dren are protected from this kind of targeted 
manipulation. 

Banning Payday lenders’ advertising 
during children’s viewing times would be a 
major step forward.” 

The growth of payday lenders has become 
such a concern that Wolverhampton, Dudley 
and Sandwell councils have blocked access 
to lending websites from computers in 
libraries or other public buildings. 



£1,000,000 WOOTH OF SHOWROOM 0 WAREHOOSE STOCK DRASTICALLY REDUCED IH PRICE! 


^TBPiTSfW Largest selection of sofas and armchairs 
specialists jn the area - all at rock bottom prices! 


big-in-beds 0ver 70 different types of beds and mattresses 

DIRECT FROM OUR FACTORY direct from our factory to suit every need! 



Venice 

3 seater & 2 seater sofas in brown or black 
Was £R99 £599 the pair Immediate delivery 

Saski 

corner unit 
with attractive 
scatter 
cushions 
Was £799 

£399 

Pisa 

large recliner sofas 
3 seater was£799 £479 SAVE £320 
2 seater was-£699 £399 SAVE £300 
Recliner was£499 £299 SAVE £200 







You will not find better 
value for money 
anywhere in the country! 


mmwM 



Power lift & rise electric 
recliner chairs in leather 
& fabric brown 
Was £999 from £49 
Classic wing & 
tub chairs from £89 

Milano 

traditional Italian 3+2 seater sofas 
choice of colours t 
Was-£4999 

£899 the pair 



Airsprung quality 
guest bed 

Single extends to • j 
double or 2 single’ * 
beds (including base 
and mattress) 

Was £429 

£197.34 


i Cambridge 

black metal and chrome quality 
double bed frame (mattress extra) 
Was £369 £147.60 
Also available as king size £177.60 


Worcester 

extra value divan set complete with mattress. 

Small single was £99 £49.50 
Small double was £179 

£89.50 

Other sizes available 
Optional drawers « 
available too 


Designer Bed Frame 
gun metal finish 
Single was-£W9 £67 
Double was£224 £9 


Lexus 

lift up ottoman storage divan frame with heavy 
duty metal frame upholstered in faux leather 

Single was £299 £179- 
Double was£322 £199* 

King was £4J5"€249 




to 75% OFF OCCASIONAL ITEMS 

Huge range of mirrors, bar stools, lamps, pictures, coffee tables etc. 


IllNantlsu^ 


Save up to 50% on our 

huge range of back care 
and memory foam mattresses 

Cleo 

sofa bed clic clac in 
fabric or faux leather^ 

Was £398 £119 

Buckingham 
orthopaedic range 
Single divan set 
was £199 £99 
Double divan set 
was £299 £149 
King divan set was£359 
£179 

Bunk bed in silver tubular metal 
Was_£P9 Save £80 £99 
Mattresses when purchased with this 

bed just £29 each 




B F C 


FURNITURE FACTORY 

OUTLET STORE 


OPENING HOURS: 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 10AM-6PM 
SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 


BFC FURNITURE FACTORY 
OUTLET STORE 

UNIT 9 CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE 
CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE, 
DUDLEY DY4 8XP 

re 1/9/13-28/10/13 TEL: 0121 557 6885 



Mon-Fri 10am-5.30pm Sat 10am-5pm 

Unit Q, Toll End Road, Great Bridge 
Industrial Estate, Tipton DY4 0HG 


rfflbVUE BLINDS 

QUALITY BLINDS FOR HOME & BUSINESS 

* 0800 5 20 2028 «@I 

0121 400 22 22 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Kwik Fit on Long Lane) 

^ Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 



BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 

'“•Ifr 




01902 317878 




Classified 


BRAMWELL WILLIAMS 

SOLICITORS 


adcocks 


Providing legal services in Wills & Estates Commercial 
West Bromwich for over 100 years Leasehold Reform Property 

Legal services available locally 

Tel: 08454 70 80 81 

Email: info@adcocks.com Web: www.adcocks.com 


FIREWOOD FOR SALE 

MIXED WOOD LOGS IN BUILDERS BAG 

£60 DELIVERED 



HALF LOADS AVAILABLE 

LAMBSWICK LOGS 

CALL TODAY on 

07505 030643 


yNOT 

your fault? 



Your claim 
will be handled 
by friendly 
specialist 
solicitors who 
are local to you. 


Middleton € Dummcr 


FREE HOME VISITS 
0121 544 4788 

Please contact: 

Rob, Adam or Angela at 

High Tree's House, 1-9 Pool Lane, Oldbury, Warley, West Midlands B69 4QX 
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heokhcorc 


FT) S Ahealthcare 


brpKMtng §m qucAy 

snap 1946 


We Promote 


INDEPENDENT 


LIVING Would you Jike 


to be enabled? 


Horseley Heath, Tipton, West Midlands, DY4 7AA 



EASY ACCESS KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 



• Tailored to individual needs 

• Rise and fall worktops 

• Oven at accessible level 

• Increases cupboard access 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 

FREE design and survey service available 
Established over 25 years Open: 1 Oam - 4pm / closed Wednesday & Sunday 


O' 


Sandwell 

age uk 


The new name For 
AG C Sandwell 


Age UK Sandwell 
Handyman & Gardening jfJjk 

Do you need help around the home fixing the little things? 

Maybe your garden needs some TLC? ^ 

Age UK Sandwell offers a reliable and trustworthy service both in and around your home. 

Our Handymen can call at a time to suit you and make small repairs, put together flat 
pack furniture, fit security locks and other general maintenance tasks. 

Our gardeners can trim hedges, tidy borders and mow lawns. Charged at £15 per hour 
For more information, please call 

Age UK Sandwell 15-17 Bull Street, West Bromwich 0121 500 1860 

www.ageuksandwell.org.uk info@ageuksandwell.org.uk 


IDBBOS026 l: 
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Anytime, Any Place, Anywhere 

Reaching out to the Community for all 
your transport needs. 

• Disabled Friendly 

• Nurseries / Day Centres / Care Homes 

• Schools, Colleges, All Welcome 

• Day trips / Holidays / Social events 

• Accounts Welcome 

• Sandwell Council 

#■ ^ _ * 

approved 


ALL ABOUT TRAVEL 


0121 580 4855 ^ 

24 hours 

07837176028 r 


FREE p 
collecti 

rescription 
on & delivery by 

Langley 

Pharmacy 

FREE to your door 

Opening Hours: 

Mon-Fri 9.00am-6.00pm 
| Saturday 9.00am-2.00pm 

IMHS 


21 Langley High Street, Oldbury B69 4SN 


CALL NOW ON 0121 544 9111 TO JOIN 


CHRONICLE 



:3m 1 

. Have you appeared in this 


week's Chronicle? 

ORDER THE LATEST PHOTOS FROM 
OUR ONLINE SERVICE - GO TO 
PHOTOSFORSALE.EXPRESSANDSTAR.COM 

OR CALL (01902) 319444 
(MONDAY TO FRIDAY,9AM TO 5PM) 

Please note: Only selected prints available and copyright restrictions apply. 


Part of Express & Star Ltd 


MNA Media 
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Chiefs unveil 
£75m scheme 
to modernise 
at Bournville 


A £75 MILLION investment to modernise the 
historic Cadbury chocolate making plant at 
Bournville has been unveiled. 

Bosses say the boost will help ‘secure the site’s 
future for the next generation’. It will involve four 
new state-of-the-art production lines at the 134-year- 
old factory, replacing outdated existing lines. 


While no new jobs will be 
created immediately, the 
increased efficiency and 
extra capacity could lead to 
more shift workers being 
taken on. 

Unite regional officer for 
food Joe Clarke said the 
investment by owner Mon- 
delez International would 
secure the existing 1,200 
manufacturing jobs at 
Bournville. “It is good news. 
The plant and equipment at 
Bournville is outdated,” he 
said. 

“The new investment will 
increase its competitiveness 
and have long term benefits 
for people at the site.” 

Mondelez said the invest¬ 
ment will reinforce Bourn¬ 
ville’s position at the heart 
of the British chocolate 
industry. 

It will also modernise and 
improve the site’s capability 
in manufacturing iconic 
assortment brands like 
Cadbury’s Roses and Heroes 
- the first significant new 
investment in this area for 


by John Corser 

30 years. Securing the £75m 
investment depends on a 
successful conclusion to an 
employee consultation. 

This will focus on improv¬ 
ing capabilities, reducing 
costs and changes to ways of 
working that, combined 
with the investment, will 
help to close the competi¬ 
tiveness gap between 
Bournville and competitors 
as well as sister factories in 
Germany and Western 
Europe. 

The plans build on an 
initial £33m investment 
ann-ounced in 2011. Neil 
Chap- man, manufacturing 
director chocolate UK for 
Mondelez, said: “Bournville 
has a proud manufacturing 
heritage and we are commit¬ 
ted to ensuring it contin¬ 
ues.” 

Cadbury, which dates 
back to 1824, was bought by 
Kraft Foods, now Mondelez, 
in 2010. 


NEWS 


Fundraiser for Kenzy 



Kenzy Jones with his twin sister Kadi Leigh, both aged five 


THE FAMILY of a five-year-old disabled boy are 
hoping to raise nearly £6,000 for a specialist bed to 
keep him safe at night. 

Kyla and Kiy Jones, from Walsall, are organising a 
fundraising evening of entertainment at The Brunswick 
pub on Crankhall Lane, Wednesbury, on Friday February 
7. All proceeds from the night will be donated to Newlife 
Foundation for Disabled Children, which is working with 
the family to provide a £5,939 Safespace to keep five-year- 
old Kenzy safe at night. 

Kenzy was diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder 
at the age of three, and more recently he has experienced 
seizures and is being monitored for epilepsy. 

Disruption 

He currently sleeps in a standard cot but has no aware¬ 
ness of danger and injures himself on the sides, which he 
also climbs over, causing disruption in the bedroom he 
shares with his older brother who has Cerebral Palsy. 

His parents turned to Cannock-based Newlife Founda¬ 
tion for funding help, which recently announced it had hit 
the £10 million landmark in terms of funding specialist 
equipment for disabled and terminally ill children around 
the UK. 

The fundraiser will feature drag artist Anett Curtain, 
prize bingo and karaoke. Tickets are £5 each and are avail¬ 
able in advance from the pub. Entry to the event, which 
starts at 7pm, will be by ticket only. 

If you would like to donate towards the cost of Kenzy’s 
bed go to the website www.justgiving.com/Kenzy-Jones 



NO WIN, NO FEE, 
NO WORRIES... 

• Road Traffic Accidents • Medical Negligence 

• Accidents At Work • Industrial Disease 

• Slips &Trips • Serious Injuries 

FREE PHONE 0800 197 5535 

OR CALL 0121 355 001 I 


I be !„Jf www.belllax.com 

SRA NO: 561613 


J)t, MegaGym 





CAN’T WAIT TO JOIN? 
MEMBERSHIP FOR JUST 

£14.99 

PER MONTH & 

NO JOINING FEE 



BETWEEN 29th JAN AND 6th FEB VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE AND DOWNLOAD YOUR PASS 
AND COME TO THE CLUB TO TRY US 



_ 


CHOOSE FROM MEMBERSHIPS THAT INCLUDE: 

• 250 STATIONS OF GYM KIT 

• 40 CLASSES PER WEEK 

• FULLY AIR CONDITIONED & FREE PARKING 

• 24/7 ACCESS ON ALL MEMBERSHIPS 


TO JOIN NOW VISIT www.megagyms.com 
AND ENTER PROMO CODE NU14 


LOCATED AT DUDLEY PORT, TIPTON 
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Great value coach h olidays 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


. Free excursion programme - D inner, bed 

Bournemouth 

FULL BOARD 


FULL buhkw . 

Springtime special. 


Four nights dinner, TWO FREE COACH TRIP 

bed b breakfast plus . Poo le Quay 

three lunches at the . Christchurch 

Roundhouse Hotel 
MONDAYS 



Weekend Breaks 


Folkestone b Eurotunnel trip to Bruges 
Bournemouth 
Torquay & Eden Project 
Eastbourne 
Torquay 


Folkestone & Eurotunnel trip to Bruges 

Eastbourne 

Torquay 


5 DAY TOURS Mon 17 Mar 


Newquay 

Tintagel & Padstow 
Bournemouth 

Folkestone & Eurotunnel trip to Bruges 
Eastbourne 

Brighton 99p BAR SPECIAL! 

Torquay & Eden Project 

Weston-Super-Mare 

Torquay 

Pontins, Brean Sands 
Sand Bay & Bath 
Bournemouth FULL BOARD 


£129.95 

£119.95 

£139.95 

£119.95 

£119.95 


£99.95 

£99.95 

£99.95 



Europe from £129.95 

• PLUS DUBLIN 

• RING OF KERRY 

• JERSEY • GUERNSEY 

• ISLE OF MAN 

• PARIS • DISNEYLAND • OSTEND • BRUGES 

• WW1 BATTLEFIELDS • COSTA BRAVA 

• LAKE GARDA • AUSTRIAN TYROL 

• AMSTERDAM • BRITTANY • SWITZERLAND 
Call for FREE BROCHURE or visit online 
travelstyletours.co.uk 


Llandudno, Snowdonia b Anglesey 

Grand/Whitehouse bed 9 & breakfast 

Hotel MONDAYS 

2 FREE COACH TRIPS 2 4 Mar, 21 Apr, 19 May, 

BEAUMARIS, 

LLANBERIS, BETWS-Y- 
COED & CONWY 


9, 30 Jun, 28 Jul, 

4,18 Aug, 1,15 Sep 


All coach travel & quality overnight 
dinner, bed & breakfast accommodation 


Chester 

& Liverpool 

15 Feb, 8, 22 Mar, 12, 26 Apr 


Southport 

Ribble Valley Spells & Fells 

26 Apr, 24 May. 21 Jun, 19 Jul 


Anderton Boat Lift 

& Llangollen Steam & Cruise 

17 May, 28 Jun, 12 Jul, 16 Aug 

Eight Lakes Spectaculai^i 

High Peak b Southport 

E 

30 May. 25 Jul, 2! 

) Aug 12 for 1 bar! 

95 

Longleat Safari 

Jungle Cruise & Bath 

19 Apr, 17 May 21 Jun, 26 Jul 

£223 

Liverpool's Cavern Clu^ge 

Mersey Cruise & Chester 4fcCF| 

28 Mar. 30 May, 27 Jun 12 for 1 bar! W VJ 

1 

Making of Harry Potte^^np^ 

Warner Bros Studio & Science Museum4EESEH 

26 Apr, 14 Jun. 19 Jul, 16 Aug 


Also available 

LION KING 

LIVERPOOL 

MISS SAIGON 
LONDON 

WELSH HIGHLAND 
STEAM i CAERNARFON 

7,28 Jun 2 days 

■VkFH 

14 Jun, 12 Jul 2 days 

28 Mar, 30 May 3 days 

WARNER STUDIOS 
ft SCIENCE MUSEUM 

BATH 6 WYE VALLEY 
WINE TASTING 

MAMMA MIA 

IN BLACKPOOL 

26 Apr, 14 Jun 2 days 

RHB1 

12 Apr, 14 Jun 2 days 

■i kin 

28 Jun, 26 Jul 2 days 

KkJHl 

EASTBOURNE 
b BRIGHTON 

SINGIN'IN THE RAIN 

LIVERPOOL 

CARDIFF 

CITY TOUR 

15 Feb, 22 Mar 2 days 

RTTH 

3 May 2 days 

18 Apr, 23 May 4 days 


Call for brochure 0844 682 0081 

Trawelstyle 

Mies more smiles 


www.travelstyletours.co.uk 


ssaacai \ 


• Miss Saigon • Bodyguard 

• Phantom • Wicked • Jersey Boys 

• Let It Be • War Horse • Mamma Mia • Lion King 

• Billy Elliot • Matilda • We Will Rock You • Les Mis 

• Riverdance • Evita • I Can’t Sing • Commitments 

• Shrek • Singin' in the Rain 

plus many more... Visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


ftHomt Property 



LOOK OUT 


LATEST HOMES 


FOR SALE 


AND TO LET 


EVERY 


WEDNESDAY 


To advertise in 

Home of Property 

call our experienced 
sales team on 

01902 319627 
or email 
property® 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Express & Star 


CLUB NEWS 


presented Festive treats to 
to chanty a talk on sweets 


SEDGLEY 
EVENING TWG 


THE GUILD’S Arts and 
Crafts Group have an 
annual sale of work and this 
year excelled themselves by 
raising £1,000. 

As the guild chairman’s 
husband is suffering from 
Motor Neurone Disease it 
was decided that the money 
would be donated to this 
charity. 

The guild meets on the 
third Monday of the month 
at 7pm where this usually a 
speaker, followed by a cup of 
tea and a biscuit to finish. 

At the next meeting in 
February, Mark Williams 
will talk about the Cotwall 
End Valley. 

Visitors and new members 
are always welcome. Meet¬ 
ings are held at Sedgley 
Community Centre in 
Ladies Walk. 

Members 
try tai chi 


BREWOOD Wl 


IT was nice to meet up again 
in January after all the 
hectic rush of Christmas and 
the New Year. 

In an interesting and 
sometimes hilarious 

evening, the ladies heard 
about the benefits of Tai Chi 
as a recreation and then 
tried out some of the moves 
for themselves. 

The club meets again on 
February 5 to hear from 
Albrighton Pottery. 



Santas Colin Emery and Colin Babb 

CHAIRMAN Jane Emery welcomed Audrey 
Hall in November. She entertained 
members with her ‘Christmas Miscellany’, a 
varied and light-hearted evening to put 
everyone in the mood for Christmas. 

Members enjoyed their three-course 
Christmas meal at Goodyear’s Pavilion in 
December. They were treated to a free raffle 
and each member received a gift from the 
two Santas, before welcoming singer Sandy 


with minutes secretary Chris Guest 


CAMEO LADIES 


Lawrence who entertained members to con¬ 
clude a very enjoyable evening. 

The first meeting of 2014 will be the AGM 
followed by “The History of Sweets” with 
Emma Scott on Monday, February 3, at the 
Mercure Goldthorn Hotel, at 7.45pm. 

For further information contact 01902 
844836 or 01902 330727. 


Historic finds are handled 


MEMBERS and friends 
were welcomed by Dorothy 
Bailey and were pleased to 
learn there will be no sub¬ 
scription increase. 

Jim Wall’s talk ‘The past 
beneath our feet’ was 
extremely interesting. A 
keen member of the 
Bloxwich Research and 
Metal Detecting Club for 


WOMBOURNE 
E TWG 


more than 30 years, he 
revealed not only slides of a 
very high quality but also 
treasures which he had 
unearthed from Bronze and 
Iron Age finds, through to 
Henry VIII’s coins up to Vic¬ 


torian times and the Second 
World War. Members were 
able to handle many of these 
including gold and silver 
coins and cannonballs from 
the Roundhead and Cavalier 
battles. 

On February 13 at 7.30pm 
Alan Peace will talk on 
‘Never work with children 
and animals’. 



Theatre Showstopper from £199. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning 
returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade. Two nights stay at a four-star London 
hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may apply) and a top priced ticket for a Friday evening performance. 


*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 


Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 


Single room supplements apply. 


L London Theatre Breaks 


Choose your show,, price band* and how you want to travel 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139. 95 Dine and Dance from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see the matinee 
performance before heading back to the hotel for dinner and a disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option you will see the evening 
performance. 

For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine and 
Dance options). Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £149. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday 
evening performance. Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 


For a theatre brochure please call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 

or go expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


Four successful years as academy 
comes out tops following exams 



Shireland students and staff celebrate record achievments at GCSE and A-level Post-16 pupils lead the way when it comes to applying for top university places 


STAFF and students at 
Shireland Collegiate 
Academy are celebrating 
record achievements for 
their students at GCSE and 
A-level following the publi¬ 
cation of league tables by 
the Department for Educa¬ 
tion this week. 


The league tables show that 
for the fourth consecutive year 
staff and students have contin¬ 
ued to raise levels of achieve¬ 
ment within the academy. 

According to the Telegraph 
league table it shows a 24 per cent 
increase and is tied 35th as the most 
improved school in the country over 
the last three years. 

The data released also shows that 


students at Shireland, which was 
graded as ‘outstanding’ in all areas 
by Ofsted in March 2013, make 
more progress in English and 
mathematics than in most other 
schools in the country 

National 

Shireland’s figures of 80 per cent 
for English and 79 per cent for 
mathematics are almost 10 per cent 
higher than the national averages 
in these subjects. 


These trends of improvement are 
being mirrored by Shireland’s Post- 
16 provision with record results at 
all levels. 

With the number of students in 
Post-16 this year to rise by another 
30 to 250 next academic year, Shire¬ 
land’s provision is one of the few in 
Sandwell rated as Outstanding by 
Ofsted. 

Last year all students who 
applied for university places from 


Shireland gained a place at their 
chosen University. 

Shireland were also pleased to 
hear that they are the tenth ‘most 
improved sponsored academy’, 
despite moving away from their 
sponsors three years ago. 

The focus on teaching and learn¬ 
ing, behaviour, innovative 
approaches to curriculum design 
and effective use of technology have 
had such an impact. 



New approach 
yields results 

DAVID Irish, vice principal at Shireland 
Collegiate Academy explains: “In the last 
few years we have focused on most of our 
attention on learning and teaching with 
much of our emphasis on ‘flipped learn¬ 
ing’. 

“This way of working has seen our levels of 
achievement rise and the percentage of outstand¬ 
ing lessons increase dramatically.” 

Sir Mark Grundy, executive principal expressed his 
delight at the news. “ I am hugely proud of everything that 
students and staff achieved in 2013. 

Completed 

“With our new build due to be completed during this 
summer and more record examination results already 
this January, the scademy continues to go from strength- 
to-strength. We look forward to seeing what our current 
Year 11 and 13 students can produce in this summer 
examinations.” 


POST 

Ol EVENING 

www.shirelandpostl 6.org.uk 



™ SHIRELAND 

COLLEGIATE ACADEMY 


An altogether better place to learn 
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Come along to fhe 
Shireland Post 16 
Open Evening on 
Monday 3rd February. 
5:00PM-6:30PM 
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star /kextraTRAVEL 

For brochures please call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 
(Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


STAR EXTRA TRAVEL, the travel department of the 
Express & Star, offers a wide range of short breaks and holidays. 
For your security, our tour operators are members of ABTA - the 
Travel Association and hold an ATOL (Air Travel Organisers 
Licence) for holidays by air. Prices are per person (unless other¬ 
wise stated). Please note Star Extra Travel is unable to take 
bookings over the telephone. Please read brochures/web pages 
for full description plus terms and conditions. Dates subject to 
availability. Coach pick up points offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, 
Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton (with the exception of 
holidays by air, Eurostar and certain cruises). 


Bletchley Park 

The Secrets of War 

Two days departing April 26 and August 9 




PRICE FROM 


£109 


) Bletchley Mansion 


IF you are watching the Bletchley Circle on 
TV then this break may be of interest as it 
brings to life the clandestine operations, 
Enigma machines, and tales of spies and 
deception on the visit to Bletchley Park. 

The site of secret code-breaking activities during the 
Second World War, this fascinating visit gives an 
intriguing insight into the ‘secret’ part of the war 
effort and includes a guided walking tour. The 
knowledgeable Bletchley guides make sure nothing is 
missed and will also be able to answer any questions. 


Also known as Station X, the high-level intelligence produced at Bletchley Park is credited with having shortened 
the war by two years, saving many lives. Code breakers decrypted and interpreted messages from code and 
cipher sysyems with the German Enigma machines which are on display, along with a fascinating private 
collection of Churchill memorabilia. 


Free time in the city of Oxford is also on the itinerary 
where one of the grandest colleges, Christ Church, can 
be seen or there is the chance to join an optional 
excursion to Blenheim Palace - birthplace of Sir Winston 
Churchill, for a unique opportunity to experience the 
‘Palace at War’ guided tour. A specialist guide will tell the 
story of how the palace prepared for the worst, 
survived the onslaught of 400 evacuated boys, yet 
still managed to keep the secrets of MI5. 


INFO 

•Return coach travel 

•Visit to Oxford 

•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability 

0r 9anised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


London 

Weekend Break 


Two days departing 

March 15, May 10, and August 2 


0 


Afternoon Tea 
at The Ritz 


Two days departing Mar 30, Jun 15, Aug 10 


PRICE FROM 


£149. 95 


PRICE FROM 


£199 


•Return coach travel 

•Overnight bed and breakfast at a central London hotel 

•Lots of free time in London 

•Services of a coach driver/tour representative 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Omega Short breaks (ABTA Y5914) 


•Return coach travel 

•Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation 
•Afternoon tea at The Ritz 
•Tour manager escort to The Ritz 
•Visit to Fortnum & Mason and Harrods 
•Glass of Champagne at the Champagne Bar, 

St Pancras 
•Free time in London 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 
Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Cheltenham 
Gold Cup 

Two days departing March 14 


PRICE FROM 


£149 


•Return coach travel 

•Overnight half-board accommodation 

•Entrance to The Best Mate Enclosure (upgrade offered) 

•Visit to Bath 

•Services of a tour driver 


Scarborough, 
Whitby and York 

Four days departing April Hand June 20 


£209 


•Return coach travel 

•Three nights half-board accommodation 
•Visit to Scarborough, Whitby, York and Harrogate 
•Optional North York Moors Railway excursion offered 
•Services of a tour driver 


•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies -Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Florimania at 

Hampton Court Palace 


Chester, Portmeirion Springtime at Eden Classical 


Two days departing March 29 


and Welsh Mountain Ste 


Three days departing 
April 25, June 20 and September 26" 



and The Lost Gardens 
of Heligan 

Four days departing March 28 


PRICE FROM 


£109 


PRICE FROM 


£199 


PRICE FROM 


£199 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Entrance to Hampton Court Palace and Gardens 
for Florimania 
•Visit to Windsor 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


•Return coach travel 
•Two nights half-board accommodation 
•Visit to Chester 
•Entrance to Portmeirion 
•Journey on the Ffestiniog Railway from Blaenau 
Ffestiniog to Portmadog 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


•Return coach travel 

•Three nights half-board accommodation 
•Entrance to the Eden Project and The Lost Gardens 
of Heligan 
•Visit to Torquay 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Spectacular 

at the Royal Albert Hall 

Two days departing March 23 


£125 


•Return coach travel 

•Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation 
•Choir seat for the concert (upgrades offered) 

•Short panoramic London sightseeing tour 
•Free time in London 
•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Holidays (ABTA V787X) 


Amsterdam, Arnhem Berlin, Dresden, 


The Battlefields of 


and a Bridge too Far Meissen and Colditz World War One 


1 14 


Four days departing March 14 


PRICE FROM 

•Return coach travel and ferry crossings 

•Three nights bed and breakfast accommodation 

•Visit to the Arnhem Oosterbeek Military Cemetery 

•Entrance to the Airborne Museum 

•Free time in Arnhem 

•Full day in Amsterdam 

•Services of a tour manager and tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availabiity - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Five days various departure dates 


PRICE FROM 


£529 


•Return flights 

•Two nights bed and breakfast accommodation in both 
Berlin and Dresden 
•Guided tour of Berlin 
•Walking tour of Dresden 
•Visit and tour of Colditz Castle and museum 
•Visit and tour of Meissen porcelain factory 
•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 
Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


Four days departing June 6 and 13, 
August 15, September 12, October 1 


£209 


PRICE FROM 

•Return coach travel and Channel crossings 
•Three nights bed and breakfast accommodation 
•Full programme of sight seeing of the Somme and 
Ypres Salient 

•Entrance to the Historial de la Grande Guerre museum 
•Entrance to the In Flanders Field museum 
•Visit to the Menin Gate (pictured) 

•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 
Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 
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REVIEW 

Great display of young 
home-grown folk talent 


Folk Lounge - Newhampton Arts 
Centre, Wolverhampton 

THERE is a rich and deep 
seam of young folk talent in 
the Midlands and Wolver¬ 
hampton and musician Faye 
Katherine Brookes has 
scratched the surface to set 
up what will hopefully be the 
first of the Folk Lounges in the 
city. 

The night at the arts centre, 
Dunkley Street showed not only the 
quality of the talent out there but also 
the depth and breadth of sound and 
song which is right on the doorstep. 

When you are on a bill full of artists 
it can be the poison chalice to be first 
up, this challenge fell to Wolverhamp¬ 
ton singer/songwriter Rob Fellows, 
who like several of the artists on the 
night had to contend with sound prob¬ 
lems. 

Acoustic guitar player and singer 
Fellows is obviously well practised and 
there were only a few flaws with his 
performance but his simple tunes and 
chords didn’t really stand out. 

David Fisher, another singer/song- 



Daniel Kirk of Wolverhampton 


writer and busker was next up and 
opened well on the gobiron with 
There’s No Reason to be Sad. 

His distinct voice launched straight 
into the quick-fire tune and lyrics 
which had a Western feel to them. With 
a good rhythm he built the sound 
nicely in what was a really good arm 
waving song, the sort that would get 
festival crowds swaying. 

He finished his set with the much 
covered Galway Girl. 

He gave up the stage to another 
Wolverhampton singer/songwriter, 
Daniel Kirk, who plays a four string 
guitar to accompany his distinctive and 
extremely likeable voice, but he does 
lose brownie points for singing with a 
faux American accent but this didn’t 
really detract from his performance. 

Again probably down to the sound 
issues his guitar was a little overpower¬ 
ing but his voice was strong enough to 
come over the top of it. 

Maturity 

His voice has a great deal of emotion 
and his songs show a maturity beyond 
his years. Without doubt the highlight 
of his set was a his rendition of Richard 
Thompson’s Bee’s Wing. 

The first of the bands took over from 
this point with Jenny Went Away from 
Birmingham. The group is made up of 
Rhiannon Davies on percussion, 
ukelele and just about anything else 
she feels like doing, Jenny Bulcraig on 
guitar and vocals and Jen Waghorn on 
fiddle and vocals 

They came out with all guns blazing 
and never really let up for the whole of 
their set and one of their liveliest was 
Dancing Tree. They have a great and 
infectious stage act which is like a more 
modern and folk infused version of Fas¬ 
cinating Aida. 

The band went out with Making 
Sense which was a really powerful 
ballad and was full of life. 

The second of the trio of trios was 
Driftwood Store with Katharine Grif- 



Adam Heath from High Horses 


fiths on fiddle and vocals, Che 
Cartwright on guitar, harmonica and 
lead vocals and Elbe Chambers who 
has one of the most gorgeous voices. 

They opened with the traditional 
and also much-covered Blacksmith and 
straight away it was clear they blend 
together with such harmony and this 
was also apparent with Darling I’m 
Cold where they combined to make a 
glorious sound. 

The last of the trios was High Horses 
who, not least because of their man¬ 
dolin player Adam Heath, have a very 
distinctive look and style. They are a 
family affair with Simon on acoustic 
guitar being the younger brother of 
Adam and Matt Povey on electric 
guitar being their cousin. 

In style they remind of Jethro Tull in 
the sound they are reminiscent in 
many ways of McGuinness Flint but 
they do have their own sound and 
while it would be easy to dismiss them 
as folk rock they actually fall some¬ 
where in between. They haven’t inte¬ 
grated the full rock sound and haven’t 
left behind the traditional folk either. 

As a showcase for new Midlands folk 
talent and as a first effort in organising 
the event, Faye Brookes should be 
justly proud - now at the very least it 
should become an annual event. 

Danny Farragher 



Midland UPVC 

Windows and Poors Ltd 


SAVE POUNDS ON YOUR 
FUEL BILLS WITH OUR 


ENERGY A RATED WINDOWS 



Help with 
changes to 
Housing Benefit 


Department 
for Work & 
Pensions 


Working-age people living in social housing now 
receive Housing Benefit based on the number of 
people in their household and the size of their 
accommodation. Pensioners are not affected 
by this change. 


This change helps families who live in overcrowded 
accommodation or on waiting lists to find a new home. People 
who rent from private landlords already get Housing Benefit in 
this way, and this makes it fair for everyone. 

If you are affected, you should have heard from 
your council. 


There is support to help you manage these changes, including: 


• thinking about downsizing or 
‘home swapping’ to a different 
sized property 

• finding a job or increasing your 
hours can make you better off 

• applying to your council for a 
Discretionary Housing Payment. 



Find out more about all your options at 

www.gov.uk/housing-benefit or talk to your council. 


NEW YEAR SALE 6 FLAT 
WINDOWS ANY SIZE 


£1499 


fitted. 


Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ^ .E Sr^a uar a nloo 

Visit our website: ■ Secured by design Quality Products 

www.midlandupvc.co.uk '^TT" 9 TTT & Door %„ 

r ■ All built and installed by our own fitters 

No hidden extras very competitive price 


FANTASTIC NEW 
UPVC DOOR RANGE 


As seen on the 

BBC DIY SOS 


H ' - 


Available in Light Oak and Rosewood 


♦3 



.L AREAS COVERED O I 384 234 I 20 

After 5pm O I 384 429 I 52 


sales@midlandupvc.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 




SUPPLYING TRADE & PUBLIC 
WITH 

• GRANITE • 

• MARBLE • 

• SLATE • 

• TRAVERTINE • 

• QUARTZ • 

FOR KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, 
BARS & RESTAURANTS 


TEL: 0121 520 1155 

EMAIL: INFO@UKGRANITE.COM 
WWW.UKGRANITE.COM 
VISIT US AT 5 IMEX CENTRE, DUDLEY 
PORT ROAD 
DUDLEY PORT DY4 7RQ 
MANUFACTURERS OF GRANITE 
WORKTOPS & SUPPLIERS 
OF NATURAL STONE FLOORING 
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Solutions 



Boiler Services 
Landlord Checks 
Full Central Heating 
Systems 

Boiler Swaps and 
Conversions 


» Power Flushing 
» Air Conditioning 
• Air to Air Heat 
» Gas Appliance 


• All Bomestic 

Installations Plumbing Work 

All work: is carried out by fully 
qualified engineers 


FEBRUARY OFFERS 
ON CENTRAL HEATING DEALS 

Competitive prices from £69 
Parts and labour inclusive 
A boiler diagnostic and safety check 
12 month guarantee on workmanship including parts 
Expertise from Gas Safe registered gastek engineers 
24/7 Free emergency helpline 

Even if the job takes longer than estimated, you won't 
pay a penny more than the amount quoted 


FREE Magna Filter 
with all 

Heating Systems! 

Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

Tel: 01384 560856 • 07737 261976 

www.gasteksolutions.co.uk info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk 

Halesowen, West Midlands /All nrices are nlus VAT) 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT & _ (All price s are plus VAT) 

DERIT CARDS ACCEPTED Worcester ■>■■■= 
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Receive veterinary 
discounts on all 
health care for 
your pet 


Companion Care Vet Surgery, 

Inside Pets at Home, Oldbury Green Retail Park, 


Oldbury Ringway, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DD Please phone for an appointment 


Find 

us on: 

D 

CCV&tS.CO.bik/oUbotrV) C °o?|vets, at 





c*J 


283 Causeway Green Road I Oldbury I B68 8LU 

Telephone 

Special Discount Prices For OAPs & Children 

a _ www.glamorous-salon.co.uk B 




mmm 
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hi Hre* From £185 

pH©®®® 

Electric Firec From £79 

jjOte < 35u0jig) 


Mon, Tues, Wed 9 am - 5 pm Thurs 10 am - 6 pm 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK , ; 

Fri 10 am - 6 pm Sat 9 am - 5 pm Sun 10 am - 3 pm 

MAJORITY OF STOCK NOW REDUCED^^ 

CALL NOW ON 0121 557 3111 * J 

High Street, Princes End, 

Tipton DY4 9JF 
www.jubileefires.co.uk 



Village Blinds 

and textiles 

Vertical Roller Venetian Wooden Roman 

WINTER SPECIAL OFFER 
10% DISCOUNT FOR OAP’s 

Tel: 07528 818017 07903 324525 

Villageblinds@gmail.com www.villageblindsandtextiles.com 

Visit our showroom 

1 Langley High Street, Langley, Oldbury B69 4SN 




J ULH. ROOFING SERVICES' 

— 

• Flat felt roofing • Tile, slate repairs 

— 

• Pointing, guttering, uPVC fascia 

— 

Free estimates - Written guarantee 


SPECIAL RATES FOR O.A.P’S 

— 


Tel: 0121-556 4833 or 07944 326002 


o] 



VW & Audi Specialist 

OUR SERVICES: 

• All makes of vehicle • Pre-MOT work 

• MOTs • General vehicle servicing & repairs 

• Vehicle diagnostic welding to talk to our 

Unit 2, Belper Enterprise Park, friendly experienced staff 
Greets Green Road, Mob: 07816 951 836 

West Bromwich B70 9EN j. Q121 553 0600 


HAWNE FARM Ws 
BUTCHERS 


Here at Hawne Farm Butchers we pride ourselves oi 
quality and service giving our customers what they ask for. 


10% DISCOUNT DAY ON THURSDAYS FOR OAF S 


• Home made sausage different varieties 

• Home made faggots 

• Home cooked hams & beef 

• Fresh bread daily 


6 Stanley Road, Oldbury, West Midlands B68 ODY 

Tel 0121421 5468 



IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 


*Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
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What’s On! 


REVIEW 


Priscilla Queen of the 

Desert: The Musical, 
Grand Theatre 

TWO drag queens and a 
transexual on a road trip 
across the Aussie outback 
might not sound a promis¬ 
ing subject matter for a 
musical but Priscilla is a 
sensational feel-good show. 

Packed full of disco clas¬ 
sics and featuring the most 
flamboyant and bizarre 
frocks you will ever see, this 
version of a cult movie has 
been a hit Down Under and 
in the West End. 

Star of the show Jason 
Donovan hasn’t joined this 
leg of the tour but he has a 
capable replacement in ex- 
Hear’Say singer Noel Sulli¬ 
van as Tick, the female 
impersonator whose secret 
reason for carting his drag 
act from Sydney to Alice 
Springs is that he has a son 
who wants to meet him. 

The terrific trio are com¬ 
pleted by Richard Grieve 
(Aussie TV credentials inc¬ 
lude the essential Neigh¬ 
bours and Home and Away) 
as elegant transexual Bern 
adette, with waspish tong 
ue and warm heart, and 
Graham Weaver as the 
impulsive flirt Adam who 
wants nothing more than to 
sing a Kylie medley in full 
showgirl costume on the 
top of Ayer’s Rock. Of 
course, all their dreams 
come true but they have to 
face homophobic hostility. 

There is some strong lan¬ 
guage and lots of innuendo 
but this is a good natured 
show which got the Grand 
audience out of their seats 
to boogie along. Priscilla 
continues until Saturday. 

LEON BURAKOWSKI 


Hercule Poirot returning to 
solve a mystery at the Grand 


Prog rock 
legends 
are back 

ONE of the great rock 
drummers, Carl Palmer, 
will be playing the progres¬ 
sive rock highlights from 
his time with 70s super¬ 
group Emerson Lake & 
Palmer at Birmingham 
Town Hall on February 20. 

ELP are no more but 
Palmer will be joined by 
virtuoso players Paul 
Bielatowicz on guitar and 
Simon Fitzpatrick bass. 

Several rock legends are 
returning in early 2014. 
Very Eavy Very Umble 
outfit Uriah Heep, featur¬ 
ing guitarist Mick Box, are 
at Bilston’s Robin 2 on Feb¬ 
ruary 8. Martin Turner’s 
Wishbone Ash play the 
same venue on February 
12. American prog rockers 
Dream Theater are at 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall 
on February 15. On March 
10 Camel perform their 
classic Snow Goose album 
at Birmingham Town Hall. 



Fanfare for a great rock drummer - Carl Palmer will be celebrating the music of ELP 


BELGIAN detective Hercule Poirot may have 
tackled his last case on screen in the form of 
actor David Suchet but Agatha Christie’s fas¬ 
tidious sleuth is back on stage at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Grand Theatre - in the form of former 
Jesus of Nazareth star Robert Powell. 


Poirot is set to get “the little 
grey cells” working in Black 
Coffee, Dame Agatha’s first 
play and the latest production 
from The Agatha Christie 
Company, whose previous 
productions at the Grand 
include Go Back For Murder 
in 2013, Murder On The Nile 
in 2012 and Verdict in 2011. 

Robert Powell received 
multiple awards for his por¬ 
trayal of Jesus in Franco Zef- 
ferelli’s Jesus of Nazareth 
and went on to star in numer¬ 
ous films including The 39 
Steps. 

He will be joined by Liza 
Goddard, from Bergerac and 
the long-running Give Us A 
Clue, former Peak Practice 
doctor Gary Mavers and Ben 
Neal on from Soldier Soldier. 

Black Coffee is a quintes¬ 
sential English country estate 
whodunnit with Poirot inves¬ 
tigating the murder of an 
eccentric inventor. 

It will be staged at the 
Grand from Monday to Satur¬ 
day, after the final perform¬ 
ances of Aussie musical 
Priscilla Queen of the Desert. 



Robert Powell as Poirot 


David Essex rolls up his 
sleeves to join The Dish¬ 
washers at Birmingham Rep 
from tomorrow to February 
15. Musical revival Seven 
Brides For Seven Brothers is 
at Birmingham New Alexan¬ 
dra Theatre from Monday to 
Saturday. 


NME tour heads 
for 02 Academy 

THE 2014 NME award 
tour features a four band 
line-up, headlined by New 
York group Interpol, at 
Birmingham’s 02 

Academy on March 25. 

Joining the influential 
US outfit will be three 
British bands. Temples 
are at the forefront of the 
psychedelic pop revival 
and the Kettering outfit 
have a new album out 
next month. Royal Blood 
are a powerhouse noise- 
rock duo from Brighton 
and Liverpool’s Circa 
Waves are a thrilling 
young band in the tradi¬ 
tion of the Arctic 
Monkeys. 

Du Beke dances 
into the spotlight 

STRICTLY Come 

Dancing’s Anton Du Beke 
gets his chance to shine 
with special guests, West 
End star Summer 
Strallen and Burn The 
Floor’s Faye Huddleston, 
during two shows in 
Birmingham. 

The ballroom dancer 
will be joined by Strictly 
singer Lance Ellington 
and a big band at the 
Symphony Hall on Febru¬ 
ary 8 and 9. 

Sounds of soul 

SOUL DJs Ian Gee, David 
Rimmer and Little Scotty 
are among the line-up 
taking Northern Soul 
fans back to the days of 
the Wigan Casino at 
Dudley Town Hall on Sat¬ 
urday from 8pm until 
late. R&B band Soul Sur¬ 
vivor are at the same 
venue on February 8. 


► CHAPMAN’S CHIPPY < 


Home of the famous 

As featured in the Express and Star 



ONLY ' £2.5 0) 

Crispy tortilla basket filled with anything from kebab, 
chips, peas, salad, curry and then eat the basket!!! 

Starting GENUINElW/ % R RIGEI 
Saturday QNfALill.LIARGEIElSHr 




32 Whitehall Road, West Bromwich B70 OHE 

TELEPHONE 0121 557 1407 


DIN WITH 

ASH 4 CLl 

GET INSTANT _ 

cash JESk 

FOR ALL YOUR OLD ^ jy 

CLOTHES AND RAGS 

We Buy: Clothing, Soft Toys, Shoes, Handbags 

• No Bedding, • Pillow Cases • Workwear • Dirty or Damaged Clothes or Asian Clothes 

We also take Washing Machines, Fridges and any other surplus appliances 







www.oberonrecycling.co.uk Email: info@oberonrecycling.co.uk 


1 275 Bristnall Hall Road, Oldbury B68 9NF Shop: 

(Queens Head, Opp Garage) 145 Lunt Road, Bilston, WV14 7AJ 
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What’s On! 

i 

■ 

SATURDAY’S " 

rv 1.02.14 




Listings supplied by Press Association 1 

CHOICE 

BBC1 

BBC2 

ITV 

CHANNEL 4 

CHANNEL 5 

DIGITAL 



Marvin Humes 


The Voice UK 
BBC1, 7.10pm 

A clever spin on so many 
talent shows, the blind 
auditions have been a 
delight, as they always are, 
not least because of the 
banter between the judges. 
But Kylie admits this round is 
rather daunting, explaining: 
“They were really nerve- 
wracking as to when you 
should press the button. So 
many things were going 
through my mind.” Of course, 
now that Celebrity Big 
Brother has crowned its 
winner, Emma Willis can 
devote all her time to the 
Beeb’s baby, and she’s 
joined backstage as always 
by Marvin Humes either 
consoling the losers or 
rejoicing with the chosen few. 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday 

Kitchen Live. 11.30 Food & Drink. 

(R) 12.00 Football Focus. 12.45 

Saturday Sportsday. 1.00 BBC 

News; Regional News; Weather. 

I. 15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 2.00 Live 

Six Nations Rugby Union. 4.30 Live 

Six Nations Rugby Union. 

6.55 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

7.10 The Voice UK. The fourth 
round of the chair-spinning 
singing contest, with 
coaches Kylie Minogue, Tom 
Jones, Will.i.am and Ricky 
Wilson aiming to bolster 
their teams. 

8.30 The National Lottery: Who 
Dares Wins. Nick Knowles 
hosts the game show in 
which two pairs of strangers 
list as much as they know 
about given subjects. 
Including the Lotto and 
Thunderball draws, with Kate 
Garraway. 

9.20 Casualty. Rita helps a rape 
victim gain the courage to 
press charges, while Zoe 
treats an eccentric veteran 
dancer with a confession to 
make. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary 
Lineker presents highlights 
of the latest Premier League 
clashes, which included 
Newcastle United v 
Sunderland and Stoke City v 
Manchester United; National 
Lottery Update. 

II. 55The Football League Show. 

Manish Bhasin presents 
highlights and all the goals 
from today’s fixtures in the 
Championship, League One 
and League Two, including 
Queens Park Rangers v 
Burnley at Loftus Road. 

1.15 Weatherview. 1.20 BBC News. 


6.00 This Is BBC Two. 6.35 Film: 
Enchanted April. (1935) 7.40 Film: 
The Maggie. (1954) 9.10 Life on 
Earth. (R) 10.05 Life on Earth. (R) 
11.00 Fred Dibnah’s Made in 
Britain. (R) 11.30 Great British 
Railway Journeys. (R) 12.00 The A 
to Z of TV Cooking. 12.45 The 
Good Cook. (R) 1.15 The Big Bread 
Experiment. (R) 2.15 Film: 
Anchors Aweigh. (1945) 4.30 Final 
Score. 5.15 Coast. (R) 

6.00 Vultures: Beauty in the 

Beast-Natural World. (R) 
7.00 Flog It! Kate Bliss and David 
Fletcher offer advice on 
antiques in Warminster, 
Wiltshire, while Paul Martin 
investigates the UFO 
sightings reported in 
the town in the 1960s and 
70s. 

8.00 Da d’s Army. Captai n 

Mainwaring’s men acquire a 
boat, planning to use it for 
coastal patrols, but they get 
lost in fog and believe they 
have crossed the Channel 
when they finally reach dry 
land. (R) 

8.30 Ql XL. Stephen Fry presents 
an extended version of the 
quiz, and poses some 
unusual questions about 
jelly, jam and juice to 
Jo Brand, LizaTarbuck, 

Sue Perkins and Alan 
Davies. 

9.15 Film: Made in Dagenham. 

(2010) The female 
employees of a 1960s 
British car firm lead a 
national strike, demanding 
the right to equal pay. Fact- 
based comedy drama, 
starring Sally Hawkins and 
Miranda Richardson. 

11.00 Live Davis Cup Tennis. USA 
v Great Britain. 

1 .00 Film: Comfort and Joy. 
(1984)2.40 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Pat & Stan. 6.10 Pat & 
Stan. (R) 6.20 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.25 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.40 Dino Dan. (R) 

6.50 Canimals. (R) 7.00 Canimals. 
(R) 7.05 Canimals. (R) 7.10 Om 
Norn Stories. (R) 7.15 Sooty. (R) 

7.30 Scrambled! 9.25 ITV News. 

9.30 Dinner Date. (R) 10.30 
Murder, She Wrote. (R) 11.30 ITV 
News; Weather. 11.45 The 
Crocodile Hunter Diaries. (R) 12.40 
Film: Charade. (1963)2.50 
Midsomer Murders. (R) 4.50 Film: 
Johnny English. (2003) 

6.25 Regional Programme; 
Weather. 

6.35 ITV News; Weather. 

6.50 Splash! Perri Kiely, Michaela 
Strachan, Keith Duffy and 
Danielle Lloyd don their 
swimwear once more to 
perform two dives each in 
the first semi-final. Vernon 
Kay and Gabby Logan 
present. 

8.20 Take Me Out. A Manchester 
football coach, a Surrey 
student, a carpet cleaner 
from Glasgow and a plumber 
from Bognor Regis try to 
impress a panel of single 
women. Paddy McGuinness 
presents. 

9.35 The Jonathan Ross Show. 

Taken star Liam Neeson talks 
about his new action thriller 
Non-Stop and Peter Andre 
discusses the latest addition 
to his family. 

10.35 ITV News; Weather. 

10.50 Film: Bloody Sunday. (2002) 
Fact-based drama recalling 
the events when British 
soldiers opened fire on a 
parade in Londonderry in 
1972, killing 13 unarmed 
civilians. With James Nesbitt. 

12.55 Jackpot247. 3.00 Ladette to 
Lady: Australia. (R) 3.45 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


6.10 The Hoobs. (R) 6.35 The 
Hoobs. (R) 7.00 Trans World Sport. 
8.00 The Morning Line. 9.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

9.30 Frasier. (R) 10.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 10.30 The Big 
Bang Theory. 11.00 How I Met 
Your Mother. 11.30 How I Met Your 
Mother. 12.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

12.35 Undercover Boss USA. (R) 

1.30 Channel 4 Racing. 3.55 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 4.25 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 5.00 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 5.25 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 

6.00 Come Dine with Me. Russell 
Stubbs hosts the final party 
in Crewe and Nantwich, 
Cheshire. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Speed with Guy Martin. The 
racing fan builds a prototype 
toboggan and heads to the 
Pyrenees, where he attempts 
to break the record for the 
world’s fastest gravity- 
powered sled. Last in the 
series. (R) 

8.00 Bigfoot Files. Mark Evans 
travels to America’s Pacific 
Northwest to meet people 
who claim to have come face 
to face with a sasquatch, and 
Bryan Sykes reveals the 
results of his DNA tests. (R) 
9.00 Hostages. Ellen and Brian 
come up with an escape 
plan, while Duncan’s wife 
Nina tells him she wants to 
stop her gruelling 
chemotherapy treatment. 
10.00 Film: Priest. (2011) 

Premiere. Fantasy thriller, 
starring Paul Bettany. 

11.45 Film: 28 Weeks Later. 

(2007) Horror sequel, 
starring Robert Carlyle. 

1.30 Film: Street Kings. (2008) 

3.15 Hollyoaks. (R) 5.15 Deal or 
No Deal. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Film: 

Bewitched. (2005) 12.00 Film: 

Blue Streak. (1 999) 1.45 Diagnosis 
Murder. (R) 2.45 Film: Columbo: 
Make Me a Perfect Murder. (1978) 
Crime drama, starring Peter Falk. 

4.45 Film: Columbo: A Friend in 
Deed. (1974) 

6.40 5 News Weekend. 

6.45 NCIS. McGee tries to 

help his sister, who believes 
she may have murdered 
someone-but is too 
traumatised and 
disorientated to remember 
exactly what happened. 
Drama, starring Sean 
Murray. (R) 

7.35 NCIS. Two FBI agents try to 
seize control of the team’s 
investigation into the 
discovery of a perfectly 
preserved body hidden in a 
chimney at a Marine base. 

(R) 

8.30 The NCIS Movie: War on 
Terror. Feature-length 
episode. Gibbs and the team 
are called in to help identify 
US marines among the 
wreckage of a military 
aircraft transporting their 
bodies back home. 

10.10 Film: The Contract. (2006) A 
retired cop stumbles across 
a fugitive in the woods and 
tries to return him to 
custody, but the criminal’s 
henchmen intervene. 

Thriller, starring John Cusack 
and Morgan Freeman. 

Edited to remove product 
placement. 

12.10 SuperCasino. 3.05 Botched 
Up Bodies. (R) 4.00 Wildlife SOS. 
(R) 4.25 Make It Big. (R) 4.50 The 
Funky Valley Show. (R) 5.00 Angels 
of Jarm. (R) 5.05 Hana’s Helpline. 
(R) 5.20 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.25 
The Funky Valley Show. (R) 5.40 
Hana’s Helpline. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Top Gear. Richard Hammond 
drives two Lamborghinis in 
Italy. 8.00 Live Davis Cup Tennis. 
USA v Great Britain. 11.00 Family 
Guy 

BBC Four 

7.00 Wild China 8.00 Pain, Pus & 
Poison: The Search for Modern 
Medicines 9.00 The Bridge 11.00 
The Joy of Abba 

ITV2 

2.35 Film: Peter Pan (2003) 4.45 
You’ve Been Framed! 5.45 You’ve 
Been Framed! Kids Special 6.50 
Film: Miss Congeniality (2000) 
9.00 Film: Quantum of Solace 
(2008) 11.10 The Magaluf 
Weekender 
ITV3 

2.25 Film: Summer Holiday (1963) 
4.40 Inspector Morse 7.00 
Rosemary & Thyme 8.00 Doc 
Martin 9.00 Vera 11.00 A Touch of 
Frost 
Drama 

3.10 Cadfael 4.40 One Foot in the 
Grave 6.00 All Creatures Great 
and Small 7.00 Young James 
Herriot 8.20 Last of the Summer 
Wine 9.00 Waking the Dead 11.30 
Sharpe 
E4 

4.00 The Jump 5.00 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 6.00 How 
I Met Your Mother 7.00 The 
Big Bang Theory 8.00 The 
Tomorrow People 9.00 Film: 

John Tucker Must Die (2006) 

10.50 Rude Tube: Heroes and 
Villains 11.50 The Midnight 
Beast 
Film4 

3.10 Nacho Libre (2006) 4.55 The 
Thirty-Nine Steps (1959) 6.45 A 
Good Year (2006) 9.00 Shooter 
(2007) Action thriller, starring Mark 
Wahlberg. 11.25 The Fourth Kind 
(2009) 


Quality Riser Recliners & Adjustable Beds 





BUY ONE GET ONE FREE!. 

Or 35% off a single purchase 

0800 023 5787 



Call us now for a free home trial 
or our full colour brochure 


Recliners 


* Mayfair and Queen Anne models only. + If you find tf 


le or similar product at a lower price, Westminster Recliners will match it. 



BLINDS 

SANDWELL- www.blind-deals.co.uk 



BEST DEAL! 


&148 

5 child safe 
verticals 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR FABRICS & 
GENEROUS SIZE RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 


contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 


DIAMOND FENCING 



All types of fencing 
supply only or 
supply and fit. 

For all your 
landscaping needs 


* HEDGE AND TREE CUTTING. 

* GARDEN CLEARANCE 
* TURF LAYING 

* BLOCK PAVING AND SLABBING 


Ring today For a free no obligation quote. 

FOR A QUALITY JOB DONE AT A PRICE THAT’S RIGHT 

TELEPHONE: 0121 502 4513 
MOBILE: 07984 060 515 


W HENLEY 
''FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

An Independent, Caring, Family-run Business 
Giving you support in your time of need 
The only Independent Family Run 
Funeral Directors in Oldbury. 

24-hr service: all areas covered 

Telephone FREE on 0800 056 6564 

EMILY HOUSE, WARLEY ROAD, OLDBURY ^ 


Collyer & McBride 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS 



We are an Independent family owned and run business 
who has proudly been serving families and the local 
community for over 100 years with branches at 
West Bromwich, Perry Barr & Handsworth. 

2 Hollyhedge House, Hollyhedge Road, 
West Bromwich, B71 3AA 
(100 yards from Sandwell Hospital) 

0121 588 5377 www.collyermcbride.co.uk 
24 hour service available 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 



Opening times: 

Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday 
Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 


Friendly advise from a family run business with 35 years experience. 
We offer a full range of services from free quote and design to 
installation central heating, building work, plastering and tiling 
Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com 



Sri Lanka 

Join this comprehensive tour and discover the 
delights of old Ceylon with its sacred caves, 
ancient temples and lost cities, ending with two 
days relaxing on one of Sri Lanka’s idyllic 
tropical beaches. Travel on return scheduled 
flights from London Heathrow and stay in 
charming hand-picked three-star hotels, with 
daily breakfast and dinner included. 

One of the first adventures on the itinerary is the famous 
Pinnawela Elephant Orphanage which boasts a herd of 
over 75 animals from matriarchs to calves and their daily 
bath in the river provides a stunning photo opportunity. 

Some of the other included tours are to the 600 foot 
granite tower called Sigiriya, or the Lion Rock, known for 
its ancient murals of ‘cloud maidens’; to Kandy, Sri 
Lanka’s last Royal capital; to the amazing cave temples of 
Dambulla, a UN World Heritage site; and to a well-known 
tea estate and spice garden, staying at the four-star Grand 
Hotel, originally the summer home of one of the 
Governors of Ceylon. 

For a different sort of experience, two nights are reserved 
at the Safari Hotel, which has a pool, bar and restaurant 
overlooking the Tiffa Lake. Just 45 minutes from the Yala 
National Park this is the base for an early morning start to 
the jeep safari in the hope of seeing leopard, elephants, 
saltwater crocodiles, wild boar, sloth bears, monitor lizards 
and a huge variety of birdlife. The three-star superior 
Palms Hotel in the beach resort of Beruwela is the final 
port of call, allowing for two days of rest and relaxation 
before the journey home. 



PRICE INCLUDES: 

•Return flights 

•Nine nights half-board accommodation 
•Guided visits to Pinnawela elephant orphanage, 
Sigiriya Rock, Dambulla cave temples, 

•Kandy city tour and Botanical Gardens 
•Visit to a tea estate and spice garden 
•Jeep safari in Yala National Park 
•Galle city tour 

•Services of a Riviera tour manager 
•Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 

* various according to departure date please go to 
website for the latest prices 

Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744 ATOL 3430) 


For a brochure call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), or go to 
expressandstar.com/starextratravel Please read brochures/web pages for full information plus terms and conditions 
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What’s On! 

|SUNDAY’S TV 2.02.14 

Listings supplied by Press Association 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



James May 


Top Gear 
BBC2, 8pm 

After a few repeats, the good 
news is Top Gear is now 
back for a new run, and in 
episode one Jeremy 
Clarkson, Richard Hammond 
and James May try to prove 
that hot hatches from their 
youth are better than today’s 
equivalents. The inaugural 
road trip of 2014 sees the 
trio tackling a hill climb and 
a visit to a supermarket. 
Clarkson is in a Volkswagen 
Golf GTI; Hammond has a 
Vauxhall Nova Sri, and May 
is driving a Ford Fiesta XR2i. 
Having completed their 
initial challenges, they wind 
up at a Welsh army training 
ground where they take on 
the Top Gear Police 
Department. 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the 
Day. (R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 

11.00 Sunday Politics. 12.15 
M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Bargain Hunt. 1.45 
The Indian Doctor. (R) 2.30 Live 
Six Nations Rugby Union. 5.00 
Songs of Praise. 5.35 BBC News; 
Regional News; Weather. 

6.00 Fake or Fortune? Fiona 

Bruce and Philip Mould try to 
prove a painting is by 
modern master Marc 
Chagall, travelling to Belarus 
and Los Angeles in their 
search for clues. 

7.00 Countryfile. Worcestershire 
is the setting as Matt Baker 
visits Witley Court estate, 
Helen Skelton explores Wyre 
Forest and Jules Hudson 
hears about the upkeep of 
the Severn Valley Railway. 
Including Weather for the 
Week Ahead. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. Sister 

Julienne puts her reputation 
on the line to prevent a 
pregnant convict having her 
baby taken away by social 
services. A routine check-up 
leads to heartache for 
Shelagh. 

9.00 The Musketeers. The 

soldiers are sent to arrest a 
crooked merchant trader. 
10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.25 A Tribute to Roger Lloyd 

Pack. A celebration of the life 
of the comedy actor. 

10.35 Only Fools and Horses. (R) 

11.10 Who Do You Think You Are? 
USA. 

11.50 Film: Breaking and 

Entering. (2006) Drama, 
with Jude Law and Juliette 
Binoche. 

1.45 Weatherview. 1.50 BBC News. 


6.00 This Is BBC Two. 6.05 Film: 
The Whip Hand. (1951) 7.25 Film: 
I’m All Right Jack. (1959)9.10 
Countryfile. (R) 10.05 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 11.35 The A to 
Z of TV Cooking. 12.20 The Good 
Cook. (R) 12.50 The Good Cook. 

(R) 1.20 Film: Funny Girl. (1968) 

3.45 Escape to the Country. (R) 

4.45 Inspire: The Olympic Journey. 
Monthly magazine series presented 
by Gabby Logan. (R) 5.15 Ski 
Sunday. 

6.00 Dan Snow’s History of the 
Winter Olympics. Historian 
Dan Snow looks back at 90 
years of the Winter 
Olympics, examining the 
impact on the Games of the 
political upheaval during the 
20th and 21st centuries. (R) 
7.00 Flog It! Kate Bateman and 
Adam Partridge value 
items in the spa town of 
Malvern, Worcestershire, 
including a stereoscope 
and a painting by 
renowned artist Robert 
Lenkiewicz. (R) 

8.00 Top Gear. New series. 

Jeremy Clarkson, Richard 
Hammond and James May 
try to prove older hot hatches 
are better than today’s 
equivalents. Hugh Bonneville 
drives the Reasonably Priced 
Car. 

9.00 Dragons’Den. A former 

Team GB triathlete pitches an 
innovative sports recovery 
drink and a London-based 
businessman raises some 
eyebrows with his bespoke 
male contraceptive. 

10.00The Route Masters: 

Running London’s Roads. 
Last in the series. 

11.00 Live Davis Cup Tennis. 

1.00 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 
2.00 Holby City. (R) 2.55 This Is 
BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Pat & Stan. 6.10 Pat & 
Stan. (R) 6.20 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.25 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.40 Dino Dan. (R) 
6.50 Canimals. (R) 7.00 Canimals. 
(R) 7.05 Canimals. (R) 7.10 Om 
Norn Stories. (R) 7.15 Sooty. (R) 

7.30 Scrambled! 9.25 Dickinson’s 
Real Deal. (R) 10.20 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 11.20 ITV News; 
Weather. 11.25 Inside the National 
Trust. 12.25 The Crocodile Hunter 
Diaries. (R) 1.25 Catchphrase. (R) 

2.10 Splash! (R)3.40 Film: 
Goldfinger. (1964) 5.50 Regional 
Programme; Weather. 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Dancing on Ice. The eight 
remaining stars are paired 
off in “The Duel” to impress 
the panel, and the loser in 
each battle skates again in a 
self-choreographed number, 
this time for viewers’ votes. 
The results are at 8.30pm. 

7.45 All Star Family Fortunes. 
With Benidorm’s Janine 
Duvitski. 

8.30 Dancing on Ice: The Skate 
Off. One celebrity hangs up 
their skates for good. 

9.00 Mr Selfridge. Loxley 

promises Harry he can get 
Winston Churchill to open 
the exhibition, Lady Mae 
discovers the dire state of 
her husband’s finances and 
Rose finds Gordon’s racy 
photo collection. 

10.00 ITV News at Ten; Weather. 

10.15 Birds of a Feather. (R) 

10.45 Piers Morgan’s Life Stories: 
Martin Kemp. The actor and 
musician looks back over his 
life and career. (R) 

11.45 Anglo-Welsh Cup Rugby 
Union. 

12.40 The Store. 2.45 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show USA. (R) 4.05 ITV 
Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 


6.10 The Hoobs. (R) 6.35 The 
Hoobs. (R) 7.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.25 Frasier. (R) 

7.55 Frasier. (R) 8.25 The Taste. 

(R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
The Big Bang Theory. 1.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 1.25 How I Met 
Your Mother. 1.55 How I Met Your 
Mother. 2.25 The Simpsons. (R) 

2.55 The Simpsons. (R) 3.30 Film: 
Eragon. (2006) Fantasy adventure, 
starring Ed Speleers. 5.30 Deal or 
No Deal. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Jamie and Jimmy’s Friday 
Night Feast. Jamie Oliver 
presents two shellfish 
recipes, Jimmy Doherty 
prepares his own charcuterie 
and guest Kirstie Allsopp 
rustles up Indian street food. 
Plus, a long-forgotten 
Sussex drink. (R) 

8.00 Scandimania. New series. 
Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall 
explores the attractions and 
culture of Scandinavia, 
starting his adventure in 
Sweden, where he meets 
Abba’s Bjorn Ulvaeus. 

9.00 The Jump. After weeks of 
training, the remaining stars 
reach the semi-final and the 
pressure is on to avoid the 
last ski jump before the 
finale. Davina McCall and 
Alex Brooker present. 

10.30 The Super Bowl: American 
Football Live. Denver 
Broncos v Seattle Seahawks 
(Kick-off 11.25pm). 

Coverage of the showpiece 
event at the MetLife Stadium 
in East Rutherford, New 
Jersey, as the AFC and NFC 
champions clash. 

3.00 According to Jim. 3.45 Phil 
Spencer: Secret Agent. (R) 4.40 
River Cottage Bites. (R) 4.50 Deal 
or No Deal. (R) 5.45 Baking Mad 
with Eric Laniard. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Fifi 
and the Flowertots. (R) 6.25 Bubble 
Guppies. (R) 6.35 The Mr Men 
Show. (R) 6.50 Chloe’s Closet. (R) 
7.00 Roobarb and Custard Too. (R) 

7.10 Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 7.25 
Make Way for Noddy. (R) 7.35 Bert 
and Ernie’s Great Adventures. (R) 

7.40 City of Friends. (R) 7.55 Little 
Princess. (R) 8.05 Oily the Little 
White Van. (R) 8.10 The 
Adventures of Bottle Top Bill and 
His Best Friend Corky. (R) 8.25 
Angelina Ballerina. (R) 8.40 Rupert 
Bear. (R) 8.55 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 9.05 Milkshake! 
Monkey. (R) 9.15 Jelly Jamm. (R) 
9.30 LazyTown. (R) 10.00 Power 
Rangers: Super Samurai. (R) 10.35 
Power Rangers: Megaforce. (R) 

11.00 Access. 11.10 Building the 
London Underground. (R) 12.10 
Ice Road Truckers. (R) 1.10 Ben 
Fogle: New Lives in the Wild. (R) 

2.10 Police Interceptors. (R) 3.10 
Film: Dr Dolittle 2. (2001) 4.50 
Film: Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory. (1971) 

6.55 5 News. 

7.00 Film: Arachnophobia. 

(1990) A doctor with a fear of 
spiders discovers his small 
Californian town is infested 
with a horde of deadly 
venomous arachnids. 
Comedy horror, starring Jeff 
Daniels and John Goodman. 
Edited for language. 

9.00 Film: Drag Me to Hell. 

(2009) Horror, starring 
Alison Lohman. 

10.55 Film: The Matrix. (1999) 
Sci-fi action thriller, starring 
Keanu Reeves. 

1.35 SuperCasino. 3.05 Gibraltar: 
Britain in the Sun. (R) 4.00 Wildlife 
SOS. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. (R) 4.50 
The Funky Valley Show. (R) 5.00 
Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.10 Hana’s 
Helpline. 5.20 Angels of Jarm. 


BBC Three 

7.00 The Voice UK. The fourth 
round of the chair-spinning singing 
contest. 8.15 Live Davis Cup 
Tennis. USA v Great Britain. 11.05 
Family Guy 11.45 Uncle 
BBC Four 

7.00 Francesco’s Italy Top to Toe 
8.00 Hidden Histories: Britain’s 
Oldest Family Businesses 9.00 
Film: The Skin I Live In (2011) 

10.50 These Four Walls 11.50 
Blondie: One Way or Another 
ITV2 

3.05 Film: Dennis (1993) 4.55 
Film: Despicable Me (2010) 6.50 
Film: The Mummy: Tomb of the 
Dragon Emperor (2008) 9.00 The 
Magaluf Weekender 10.00 Film: 
The Faculty (1998) 

ITV3 

2.25 Agatha Christie’s Marple 4.35 
Lewis 6.45 Agatha Christie’s Poirot 
9.00 Les Dawson: An Audience 
With That Never Was 10.00 Film: 
Steptoe and Son (1972) 

Drama 

2.30 Catherine Cookson’s The 
Gambling Man 5.30 A Bit of a Do 

6.40 Monarch of the Glen 

7.50 Lovejoy 9.00 Cadfael 

10.30 Jonathan Creek 11.50 A Bit 
of a Do 

E4 

3.30 How I Met Your Mother 4.00 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 5.00 
The Tomorrow People 6.00 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 6.30 The Big 
Bang Theory 8.00 Film: The 
Addams Family (1991) 

0.00 Rude Tube 11.00 8 Out 

of 10 Cats 

Film4 

3.10 Ramona and Beezus (2010) 

5.10 Home Alone (1990) 7.15 The 
Man (2005) 8.55 Black Swan 
Interview Special 9.00 Tinker Tailor 
Soldier Spy (2011) 11.25 Lucky 
Number Slevin (2006) 


Quality Riser Recliners & Adjustable Beds 



BUY ONE GET ;ONE FREEf 

Or 35% off a single purchase 

Call us now for a free home trial 0800 023 5787 USST 

or our full colour brochure 9 industry 

* Mayfair and Queen Anne models only, t If you find the same or similar product at a lower price, Westminster Recliners will match it. 



Westminster 

Recliners 



Laser Hair Removal Specialist 



Our Cynosure Elite Aesthetic Workstation is the most comprehensive 
Laser hair removal system avaiiatte and being used by NHS - allowing to 
treat all skin types including Asian. Afro Caribbean and tanned skin. 

Unmatched Results • Superior Technology • Virtually Pain Free 
Sorter and smoother skin is within your reach 



465 Bearwood Road, Smethwick B66 4DH 
Telephone : 0121 429 4600 www.blissbeautystudio.co.uk 



An independent family company since 1850 p*ov<$*ig five generations of cere 

Multi-Award Winning Funeral Director 

including 'National f uneral Planner of the Year* 

Chooir from our 
luxurious modern 
fl&fit, hOiA-dQMO 
corrieoe o r exclusive 
vintage hearse 





The Old Manse. 85 Dudley Road, Tipton 
T: 0121 557 1347 
waftevsfunerdls.co.uk 


MAKE UNWANTED HAIR A THING OF THE PAST 
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What’s On! 


Film Choices 


MONDAY 

Mickey Blue Eyes, ITV, 10.35pm 

A strait-laced Englishman falls for a New York mobster’s 
daughter, who wants to escape her family’s criminal 
connections. However, try as he may, he realises there 
is virtually no way to avoid being drawn into its 
members’ illegal activities. Romantic comedy, starring 
Hugh Grant and Jeanne Tripplehorn. (1999) 

There’s Something About Mary, Channel 4,11.35pm 

A lovelorn man hires a sleazy private eye to track down 
his high-school sweetheart in the hope of rekindling 
their brief relationship. By unfortunate coincidence, the 
detective also falls for her, and then it emerges there 
are even more men out there competing for her 
affections. Comedy from the Farrelly brothers, starring 
Cameron Diaz, Ben Stiller and Lee Evans. (1998) 

TUESDAY 

Away from Her, BBC1,11.20pm 

An elderly woman with Alzheimer’s disease is adamant 
she will move into a care home to spare her husband of 
50 years the burden of looking after her. Sadly, this 
leaves him in the heartbreaking position of having to 
watch helplessly as his beloved wife slips away from 
him. Drama, based on a short story by Alice Munro, 
starring Gordon Pinsent, Julie Christie, Olympia 
Dukakis and Alberta Watson. (2006) 


Pick of the Week 



r ■ 


The Matadc 

>r, Wednesday, BBC1,11.35pm 


WEDNESDAY 

The Matador, BBC1,11.35pm 

A lonely, burnt-out assassin strikes up an unlikely 
friendship with a down-on-his-luck businessman he 
meets in a Mexican bar. However, as the hitman’s 
personal crises interfere with his work, he is forced to 
turn to his new friend to help him carry out a killing. 
Black comedy, starring Pierce Brosnan. (2005) 

THURSDAY 

McBride: The Doctor Is Out, Really Out, Channel 5, 
3.15pm 

The crusading lawyer takes on a custody case, only for 
his client to later confess to having murdered the 
psychiatrist who testified against him. However, when 
McBride shows up at the doctor’s house, the body is 
nowhere to be found. Mystery directed by and starring 
John Larroquette, with Marta DuBois. (2005) 

FRIDAY 

Passchendaele, BBC2,11.05pm 

A Canadian soldier is injured in battle during the First 
World War, and falls for a nurse in the hospital. Declared 
unfit for duty due to ill health, he is reassigned to a 
recruitment station - but he tricks his way back to the 
front line to protect the brother of the woman he loves. 
Drama, directed by and starring Paul Gross. (2008) 


Family matters to Banks 
in a troublesome case 


S tephen Tompkinson would be 
wasted behind a desk in a 
boring nine to five office job. 
As an actor, he’s proved he’s about 
as versatile as they come. We’ve 
seen him on-screen under the guise 
of a reporter, a priest, a construction 
worker, a vet and of course, dogged 
cop DCI Alan Banks, who’s back on 
our screens tonight. 

As we launch into another series 
of this fantastic drama, there’s 
bound to be some tense moments 
as DS Annie Cabbot (Andrea Lowe) 
returns from maternity leave. 

Banks leads the investigations 
after a man and woman claiming to 
be social workers visit a mother 
and tell her they need to take her 
son away. However when they don’t 
return the boy, it soon transpires 
that the pair aren’t known by the 
authorities. Banks pushes Dl 
Morton (Caroline Catz) to get closer 
to the mother to find out why she 
might be targeted, but the whole 
thing’s a little close to home for the 
detective in the face of the 
problems with her son. Meanwhile, 


Annie believes she might have 
found a credible suspect for the 
lad’s abduction at his school. 

With this highly anticipated third 
series, it sounds like we’ll be treated 
to all the usual gritty murder 
mysteries from the pen of creator 
Peter Robinson, as well as a bit of 
a delve in to Banks’ private life, with 
the introduction of his university 
dropout daughter, Tracey 

Last series, we learned a little 
more about Banks’ immediate 
family, as Polly Hemmingway and 
Keith Barron were cast as his 
parents. At the time, Stephen 
expressed his delight at exploring 
the Banks character even further, 
saying: “With the pilot and the first 
series, we really wanted to establish 
Banks for the policeman that he is 
- dogged and determined - and 
now we’ve been fortunate enough 
to add a bit more colour to his 
background in a personal way.” 

That they did, and it went down a 
storm - the second series attracted 
4.7million viewers in its first week. 
Stephen Tompkinson can rest 


assured that whatever role he’s 
playing, he’s a firm favourite among 
ITV’s loyal viewers. 

Among other popular shows 
including Drop the Dead Donkey 
Brassed Off played its part in 
making Stephen a household name, 
but it also introduced him to TV and 
silver-screen legend and good 
friend, Pete Postlethwaite. 

Stephen explains: “I always think 
of Pete, and it’s almost like he’s an 
even bigger influence now. I think 
about him a lot, especially when 
working. 

“He had such control over his 
emotions and expressions, so it 
was always like watching a master 
class with Pete. He obsessed about 
the script, he knew he was 
nowhere without a writer and that’s 
where it all starts from, those are 
the foundations. I always try and 
think ‘what would Pete do at this 
moment?: 

“I’m not as good as him, I never 
will be but I do keep trying and he 
still remains an inspiration.” 



Stephen Tompkinson stars in DCI Banks, Monday, ITV, 9pm 


Best of the Rest 


MONDAY 

Britain’s Great War 
BBC1,9pm 

Come July, we probably won’t be able to budge for 
documentaries commemorating the 100th 
anniversary of the beginning of the First World War, 
and all thoughts will be with those who lost their 
lives fighting for our country But the Beeb’s getting 
its foot in that door early and Jeremy Paxman 
kicked off this stunning four-part series last week 
by focusing on the early stages of the conflict. This 
week, the presenter follows up by describing the 
crisis facing the country as it became obvious that 
it was fatally unprepared to fight a modern 
industrial war. The whole population is enlisted - 
while women fill the factories to make bombs, men 
are forced onto the frontline, and conscientious 
objectors are threatened with the firing squad. 

TUESDAY 

Celebrity Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? 

ITV, 8pm 

“Is that your final answer?” It’s a question that’s going 
to sound poignant this week as Chris Tarrant 
presents the last-ever episode of Who Wants to Be a 
Millionaire? After nearly 16 years, this one-time 
ratings topper is being retired, but at least it’s going 
out in style as celebrity contestants play for their 
chosen charities. This week’s pairing are actor James 
Nesbitt and hidden camera-man Dorn Joly, Olympic 
cyclist Chris Hoy and comedian Kevin Bridges, and 
Hairy Biker Dave Myers and Countdown’s Rachel 
Riley - if the last two in particular sound like an odd 
pairing, they did both compete against each other on 
Strictly Come Dancing. 


She’s 78, He’s 39: Age Gap Love 
Channel 5, 9pm 

Caroline Flack came in for a lot of, well, flack when 
she embarked upon a relationship with a decidedly 
youthful Harry Styles, but was that 15-year age 
gap really that shocking in the grand scheme of 
things? Not if the people in this documentary are 
anything to go by. They include Marilyn, who met 
her husband William when she was 45 and he was 
just 16. The pair’s relationship was under pressure 
from the start, with friends and neighbours pouring 
scorn - but they’ve had the last laugh, as they’re 
still going strong now. Other couples are Edna (79) 
and Simon (39), who met over their mutual love of 
organ music, Mike (74) and Lindsey (33) who 
have just had a baby, and 58-year-old Gary, • 
who enjoys clubbing with wife Kate, who’s half ^ 
his age. 


WEDNESDAY 
Midsomer Murders 
ITV, 8pm 

June Whitfield, Bernard Cribbins, 
Robert Bathurst and Laila Rouass 
will be flying high when they 
guest star in the latest episode of 
the ever-popular crime drama. They 
feature in a story involving 
aeroplanes and military heroes. 
Barnaby and Nelson are called 
in to investigate the death of 
Finchmere Airfield owner Bernard 
King, and it was no accident - he 
was hit over the head before being 
thrown out of a plane flying at 


400ft. The policemen have two groups of suspects 
- one set are from an anti-aircraft campaign, 
while the others are linked to a tragic Second 
World War mission. But can they work out who is 
responsible? 

Inside No 9 
BBC2,10pm 

Over the next six weeks, Steve Pemberton and 
Reece Shearsmith present a series of darkly comic 
tales designed to intrigue and disturb, all set 
behind the door of a different ‘No 09! Among them 
is a blood-soaked actor’s dressing room in the 
West End, and the one-bedroom flat of an 
_ apparently happy primary school teacher, 

but first up is a grand house where an 
innocent game of Sardines leads to 
' some chilling revelations. Guests arrive 
at the country pile to celebrate Rebecca 
and Jeremy’s engagement party, but 

_ one of the bedrooms 

contains secrets among 
some old baggage... 
Katherine Parkinson 
and Julian Rhind-Tutt 
are among the 
'l impressive cast of 
i familiar faces. 

THURSDAY 
Inspector George 
Gently 

BBC1, 8.30pm 

The last series 
of the crime 



drama ended on a particularly shocking note with 
George Gently (Martin Shaw) and his partner in 
crime-solving Bacchus (Lee Ingleby) being 
caught up in a shooting at Durham Cathedral. Now 
this new run picks up six months later (meaning 
we’ve now reached 1969), and finds that while 
Gently is on his way back to full fitness, Bacchus is 
suffering from a crisis of confidence as well as a 
gunshot wound to the stomach. The investigation 
the duo are handed this week doesn’t initially look 
likely to reignite his enthusiasm for the job either, 
as they look into the death of Simon Thomas, who 
died in custody after being arrested during a 
protest. 

FRIDAY 

Live Winter Olympics Opening Ceremony 
BBC2, 3.30pm 

The build-up to the Winter Olympics in Sochi, 
Russia, hasn’t exactly been awe-inspiring. 

Instead, there’s been controversy due to the 
country’s new laws banning what the government 
describes as ‘gay propaganda: Hopefully the 
spectacle on display at this, the 22nd time the 
event has taken place, will help get rid of the sour 
taste in some people’s mouths. We’ve certainly 
been promised an amazing display featuring 2,000 
performers who will showcase Russia’s culture and 
achievements, and will conclude with the most 
important moment of all - the lighting of the 
Olympic flame, which will burn throughout the 
games. It certainly could do with a rest - it’s spent 
months travelling around, even making a journey 
into space at one point. Hazel Irvine narrates the 
proceedings. 



THE DOVECOTE 

Hill Top, West Bromwich, B70 OSD 0121 556 0008 
k Chinese 


Chinese Night £6.99 
with a Drink every 
Wednesday from 5pm 

Grill Night from £6.99 
with a drink every 
Saturday from 5pm 

7 Day Carvery 
£3.89 Mon-Sat 
£5.59 Sunday 

Free Function Room available for Wedding Receptions, 
Birthday Parties, Anniversaries and Funerals 


USE YOUR LOFT! 


Bison 4 

Loft Ladders \ 


, £240 j 


Window and Door Repairs 


Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO problem 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


Over 5,000 installations to date! 


Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 
be provided, adding a very 
useful additional room to 
your home. 

BS) 10 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
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Puzzler 


Brain Gym 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 


1 14 


2 15 



3 16 


4 17 


5 18 


6 19 


7 20 

R 

8 21 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

7. Desert dweller with 
the French kind of 
farming (6) 

8. A long time after 
the point of second 
childhood (6) 

10. Mountain chain 
at the end of the 
street is unusual (7) 

11. In this way the 
cover is substantial 

(5) 

12. The way one 
walks to make an 
entrance, we hear 
(4) 

13. Steer clear of a 
vacuum (5) 

17. Petulant enough to 
change sides (5) 

18. What the wound 
leaves behind 
causes endless 
alarm (4) 

22. Could be cited as 
an authoritative 
statement (5) 

23. Luck brings a great 
deal of money (7) 

24. Rescues about fifty 
bondmen (6) 

25. Southern region 
near a Greek state 

( 6 ) 


Down 

1. An extract taken 
from “The Ocean 
Voyage” (7) 

2. Fastener for locks 
(4-3) 

3. Often seen in the 
heavens, but not 
quite a heavenly 
body(5) 

4. The pirate has an 
ill-mannered ap¬ 
pearance, we hear 
(7) 

5. Attack southern 
state fighting on the 
same side (5) 

6. Finds one’s way to 
the western extremi¬ 
ties (5) 

9. Doesn’t continue 
when the fall has 
taken place? (6,3) 

14. The sort of hood for 
a monk (7) 

15. Get a group of sing¬ 
ers, by the sound of 
it (7) 

16. Magazine contain¬ 
ing material likely to 
cause a report (7) 

19. Most satisfactory 
surroundings for a 
wild animal (5) 

20. Cleric taking part in 
civic arrangements 
(5) 

21. Cuts what farmers 
produce (5) 



Down 

1. Endurance (7) 

2. Relate (7) 

3. Intended (5) 

4. Artist (7) 

5. Garret (5) 

6. Command (5) 
9. Chief (9) 

14. Mislead (7) 

15. Cry feebly (7) 

16. Law (7) 

19. Platform (5) 

20. Peel (5) 

21. Scatter (5) 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

7. Journey (6) 

8. Trade by exchange (6) 

10. Sailor (7) 

11. Artless (5) 

12. Observe (4) 

13. Bury (5) 

17. Lukewarm (5) 

18. Sharpen (4) 

22. Name (5) 

23. Try (7) 

24. Mourn (6) 

25. Modern (6) 


Sudoku 


6 


9 

8 
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1 


7 




6 
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8 
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6 
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8 



4 

5 



4 
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6 

8 
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5 

2 

8 


1 


Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 

4 1 | 6 | 2 | 9 | 5 | 7 | 3|8 

_9__5__2_ J7__3__8_ yyy 

87361 4925 

7^8_y3_Ji_9_2^yy 

235461879 

691872543 

527946381 

168523497 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Muses; 4 Desired; 8 
Starter; 9 Grass; 10 Need; 11 Underman; 13 
Ties; 14 Stud; 16 Specious; 17 Fare; 20 Agree; 
21 Tactile; 22 Demeter; 23 Sheet. Down: 1 
Misunderstand; 2 State; 3 Site; 4 Daring; 5 Seg¬ 
ments; 6 Rearmed; 7 Disengagement; 12 Peni¬ 
tent; 13 Theorem; 15 Cutter; 18 Amine; 19 Acts. 
QUICK - Across: 1 Appal; 4 Pretend; 8 Look-out; 
9 Plaid; 10 Glee; 11 Unwieldy; 13 Bred; 14 Mild; 
16 Hygienic; 17 Flag; 20 Agile; 21 Overdue; 22 
Sweeten; 23 Dress. Down: 1 At loggerheads; 2 
Prove; 3 Loot; 4 Potent; 5 Explicit; 6 Enabled; 7 
Daddy-long-legs; 12 Vehement; 13 Beguile; 15 
Disown; 18 Ledge; 19 Tend. 




The best cleaners you have ever 
tried, or your money back! 



Put them to the test Australia's number 

See website for details 

www.ozkleen.co.uk 


one cleaners 


Are you a member of a local 
voluntary group? 

Do you have a good 
news story? 

Do you need to promote an 
event for a charity or a local 
good cause? 

The Sandwell Chronicle needs 
local news stories for your local 
paper for you the local reader. 

Please call the chronicle team 
on 01902 319 588 


—n 


mini 




ssss. 


Tel: 0121 352 1891 • 07884 187830 

Add an extra dimension to your home with a stunning 
' conservatory or orangery. Affordable luxury can be yours. 
Contact us now for your quotation. Written quotations on request. 


Conservatories from £5,999 


ADDITIONAL OFFER: 

Now is the time to buy quality 
windows at AFFORDABLE PRICES!! 

6 Flat PVCu Windows 
at Only £1,100 5 Sided Bays 
from ONLY £600 


FENSA 

Registered Company 


Prestige Windows, Doors and Conservatories Ltd. 

Unit 3 Romney House Industrial Estate, Wolverhampton Street, Darlaston. WS10 8UB. 


WE WILL fiET YOU THERE! 


4> Airport-Door 2 Door Service 
v Day Trips - Excursions - Weekends Away 
Nights Out-Drop Offs/Pick ups 
• * Hens / Stags / Weddings / All Occasions 
ft Long or Short Distance 


0121 580 4855 

07837176028 f 


FOR SALE 
FREEHOLD 


if 


ETT 


FIRE STATION, MACE STREET 
CRADLEY HEATH, B64 6HP 

Purpose Built Fire Station having a net internal area of 
about 3,709 Sq Ft (344.6 Sq M), situated on a site having a 
Gross Site Area 0.23 Acres (0.09 Hectares) or thereabouts 
with potential for use for alternative purposes or 
redevelopment subject to obtaining any necessary 
planning permission. 

Contact Colin Totney on 0121 237 4850 


btGWODD 
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fPr operty 


YOUR WEEKLY GUIDE TO 
HOME BUYING AND LETTING 



Off-road space 
for parked cars 

A BEAUTIFULLY presented four-bedroom prop¬ 
erty in Whitworth Drive, West Bromwich has a 
garage and off road parking. 

It is for sale through Connells at £225,000 with no chain. 

With gas central heating and double glazing it has an 
entrance hall, guest cloakroom, lounge, dining room, 
kitchen, master bedroom en-suite, three further bed¬ 
rooms, a bathroom, rear garden and a 

The kitchen has plumbing for domestic appliances, an 
integrated oven and hob with cooker hood over, plus an 
integrated fridge and freezer. 

The master en-suite master bedroom has built-in 
wardrobes, as does bedrooms two and three. The rear 
garden has a lawned area. 

For further information contact Connells on 0121 
5251177 or visit www.connells.co.uk 


Three-bed semi-detached 
is completely modernised 


A DECEPTIVELY spacious semi¬ 
detached fully modernised three bed- 
roomed semi-detached house in 
Abbey Road, Bearwood, Smethwick 
has a detached garage and off-road 
parking. 

It is for sale through Tom Giles & Co at £220,000 
with no chain. 

With gas central heating and double glazing it 
has a porch, reception hall with stores off, two 
reception rooms (both having feature fireplaces) a 
galley-style kitchen, lobby and downstairs shower 
room, three bedrooms, a bathroom and an enclosed 
rear garden. 

Opposite Warley Woods and Warley Golf Course, 
this home has well planned and good sized family 
accommodation in a convenient location. The prop¬ 
erty has been substantially improved and mod¬ 
ernised in recent years including the installation of 
kitchen, bathroom and shower room to the ground 
floor. A driveway to the front provides parking for 
two vehicles and a shared stone chipped driveway 
leads to garages at the rear of the property. 

The rear garden is on three levels with a lawn 
and rockery area extending down to a second tier 
with apple trees and privet hedges to both sides to 
a third tier which is fully lawned. For further 
details contact Tom Giles & Co on 0121 5526171 or 
visit the website at www.tomgilesandco.co.uk 




Scriven & Co. 


Advising on 
Buying and Selling 
property for over 
75 years 


Chartered Valuation Surveyors and Estate Agents 

www.scriven.co.uk 0121 422 4011 



CRADLEY HEATH 



P* 3 


Higgs Field Crescent 

* Spacious detached bungalow 

* Two bedrooms 

* Guest cloakroom 

* Conservatory 

* Garage 
EPC = D 

Offers in the region of £199,950 


QUINTON 



Ridgacre Road 

* Traditional style semi detached house 

* Tastefully improved, viewing 
recommended * Lounge with 
conservatory, dining room 

* Fitted kitchen/breakfast room/utility 

* Store room * Three bedrooms, well 
appointed bathroom 

* Landscaped extensive gardens 

* Gas boiler heating radiators, double 
glazed windows EPC = D 

Offers in the region of £195,000 


OLDBURY 



Plot 3 Site of 46 George Road 

*Link detached bungalow *Two bedrooms *L Shaped lounge/dining area 
‘Quality fitted kitchen with appliances ‘Luxury bathroom with shower cubicle 
‘Gas boiler heating radiators ‘Two parking spaces *EPC = C 

£185,000 


BIRMINGHAM 



!! 


Dunnigan Road 


* Detached bungalow 

* Two reception rooms 

* Two bedrooms 

* Side garage 

* Private enclosed garden 

* No upward chain 
EPC = D 

Offers in the region of £225,000 


OLDBURY 



Broadway Croft 

* Extended Semi Detached 

* Through Lounge & Dining Room 

* Conservatory 

* Kitchen, Utility and WC 

* Well appointed bathroom & En-suite 

* Side Garage 
EPC=tbc 

£199,950 


ROWLEY REGIS 


SMETHWICK 




CRADLEY HEATH 

mm 


HALESOWEN 




* Semi detached house 

* Two living rooms 

* Two good sized bedrooms 

* Breakfast kitchen 

* Bathroom 

* Rear garden 
EPC =tbc 

Offers in the region of £124,950 


Windmill Lane 


* Terrace House 

* Two reception rooms 

* Three bedrooms 

* Small garden 
EPC = C 

Offers in the region of £84,950 


10A Upper High Street 

* Redecorated 1 st floor flat 

* Neutral decoration/modern finish 

* One bedroom 

* Open plan kitchen/living room 

* Bathroom with shower over bath 

* DGW & Night storage heating 

* Available Now! * EPC=C 

Monthly rent of £360+ application fee 
£135 (inc VAT) 1st tenant and £100 (inc 
VAT) each additional tenant. Deposit 
required 6 weeks rent. 


112 Apperley Way 

* First floor flat having double bedroom 

* Fitted kitchen with some appliances 

* Bathroom with shower over bath 

* GCH & DG windows * EPC=D 

* Great location on popular estate 

* FANTASTIC VALUE FOR MONEY 

* Available from 18th February 
Monthly rent of £395+ application fee 
£135 (inc VAT) 1 st tenant and £100 (inc 
VAT) each additional tenant. Deposit 
required 6 weeks rent. 


CRADLEY HEATH 



Bluebell Court 

4 Victoria Gardens 

* Ground floor flat (Double bedroom) 

“ GREAT VALUE FOR MONEY** 

* Good location for transport links 

* Large lounge * Kitchen with oven, hob 
& hood * Night storage heating & DGW 

* Allocated car space * EPC = D 
Monthly rent of £395+ application fee 
£135 (inc VAT) 1 st tenant and £100 (inc 
VAT) each additional tenant. Deposit 
required 6 weeks rent. 


ROWLEY REGIS 


SMETHWICK 


STOURBRIDGE Hagley 


CRADLEY HEATH 


CRADLEY HEATH 


HALESOWEN 


OLDBURY 




j 

timmm 




Royal Oak Road 


* Semi detached house 

* Two bedrooms 

* Two reception rooms 

* Off road parking 

* No upward chain 
EPC = E 

Offers in the region of £107,500 


Beakes Road 

* Terraced House 

* Through room forming dining area and 
lounge 

* Kitchen 

* Downstairs bathroom 

* Three bedrooms 

* Pleasant rear garden 
EPC = E 

Offers in the region of £119,950 


* Mid Terraced House 

* Three Bedrooms 

* Downstairs wc 

* Pleasant Rear Garden 

* Garage 
*EPC = D 


Offers in the region of £169,950 


Unit 6 Corngreaves 

76 Graingers Lane 

* Industrial unit having gross internal 
floor area of 82.32 sq.m. (885 sq.ft.) 

* Kitchen, toilet and mezzanine office. 

* Ideal for food preparation. 

* Off-road parking. * EPC =tbc 

Annual rent of £4,500 





37 Spinners End Drive 

* Spacious 2nd floor flat 

* Double bedroom with fitted wardrobe 

* Large living room * Kitchen with oven 
and fridge * DG windows & NS heating 

* Allocated parking space 

* Convenient location 

* EPC = D * Available February 2014 
Monthly rent of £395+ application fee 
£135 (inc VAT) 1st tenant and £100 (inc 
VAT) each additional tenant. Deposit 
required 6 weeks rent. 


324 Hagley Road 

* Mid-terraced house 

‘ FANTASTIC LOCATION! 

* Two double bedrooms 

* Two reception rooms 

* Kitchen with cooker 

* GCH & DG to most windows 

* Available February 2014! * EPC=D 
Monthly rent of £525+ application fe 
£135 (inc VAT) 1 st tenant and £100 (inc 
VAT) each additional tenant. Deposit 
required 6 weeks rent. 


32 Elm Croft 

* 3 bedroom semi-detached house 

* Quality neutral & stylish finish 

* Quiet/popular location in tree lined 
road * Two reception rooms 

* Fitted kitchen with oven, hob and hood 

* UPVC double glazing &gas central 
heating * Available Now! * EPC=D 
Monthly rent of £650+ application fee 
£135 (inc VAT) 1 st tenant and £100 (inc 
VAT) each additional tenant. Deposit 
required 6 weeks rent. 
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Derek Spires 

ESTATE AGENTS 



11 CASTLE ROAD EAST, OLDBURY 


•Immaculate & superbly presented semi-detached 
•Individually designed family accommodation to a high 
specification 

•Sympathetically improved with many additional features 

Gas centrally heated & double glazed 

•4 double bedrooms, master bedroom having en-suite bathroom 

•Refitted & well-appointed bathroom with individual shower 

•Charming lounge & open plan split level family/dining room 

•Superb dining/kitchen 

•Fitted cloakroom/W.C. 

•Laid out and easily maintained gardens 
•Substantial brick built double garage/workshop 

OFFERS BASED ON £305,000 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



22 FOREST ROAD, OLDBURY 


|Traditional style semi-detached 

|Two double bedrooms 

|Bathroom with shower & separate W.C. 

|Lounge and dining room 

|Off-street parking 

IENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £144,950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



8 HOLLAND AVENUE, OLDBURY 


•Traditional freehold double fronted semi¬ 
detached 

•Three bedrooms and fully tiled bathroom 

• Hall, through lounge and good size dining/ 
kitchen 

• Downstairs store and W.C. 

• Easily maintained garden 
•Off-street parking bay 

• Double glazed, centrally heated and 
alarmed 

• ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £119,500 


Viewing Bearwood Office 




25 SHERWOOD ROAD, BEARWOOD 

•End terraced 
property 
•Gas centrally 
heated & PVC 
double glazed 
•3 bedrooms 
and bathroom to 
first floor 
•Through 
lounge/dining 
room 

•Kitchen / 
breakfast room 
•Ideal family 

•ENERGY 
RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £159,000 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



75 MAYNARD ROAD, EDGBASTON 


•Third floor modern apartment 
•Gas centrally heated 
•PVC double glazed 
•Two bedrooms 
•Open plan lounge/kitchen 
•Allocated parking space 
•Easy access to City Centre 
• ENERGY RATING : C 

Offers based on £74,950 


VIEWING: BEARWOOD OFFICE 



70 CHESTNUT ROAD, OLDBURY 


Gas centrally heated & PVC double glazed 
Three bedrooms 

Bathroom with Mira shower & Separate W.C. 
Through lounge/dining room 
Refitted kitchen 

Nicely presented garden to the rear 
Off-street parking for three/four cars 
INTERNAL INSPECTION TO BE 
APPRECIATED 
IENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £169,950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



230 NORMAN ROAD, SMETHWICK 


•Freehold semi-detached corner property 
•Gas centrally heated 
•Virtually PVC double glazed throughout 
•Three bedrooms and fully tiled bathroom 
•Spacious lounge and kitchen/breakfast room 
•Downstairs cloakroom 
•Off-street parking for two cars 
•Ideal FTBs or as a family home 
OFFERS BASED ON £129,950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 


ROTTON PARK ROAD, EDGBASTON 


family 

accommodation 

• Three 
bedrooms 

• Two reception 
rooms 

• Kitchen/ 
breakfast room 



37 CASTLE ROAD EAST, OLDBURY 


•Superbly presented and refurbished semi-detached 
•Close to Warley Woods & Lightwoods Park and havint 
easy access to Birmingham city centre 
•Gas centrally heated & PVC double glazed 
•Three bedrooms and refitted fully tiled bathroom 
•Fully boarded Loft 
“ Hallway, lounge and open plan dining room/refitted kitchen 
Utility and downstairs cloakroom 
•Neatly laid out gardens to front and rear 
•Off-street parking for two/three cars 

• INTERNAL INSPECTION HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 

• ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £234,950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 


PUBLIC AUCTION 
AT 

THIMBLEMILL RECREATION & ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 
THIMBLEMILL ROAD, 

SMETHWICK. B67 BNR 
ON 

WEDNESDAY 24th FEBRUARY 2014 
AT 6.30PM 


SMETHWICK 136 CHESHIRE ROAD 

Freehold 3 bedroomed centrally heated & double glazed 
villa needing modernisation 

HALESOWEN 23 SOUTHWICK ROAD 

Freehold centrally heated semi-detached 
Needing further improvement 

EDGBASTON 379 CITY ROAD 

Freehold investment comprising 4 self-contained 
centrally heated flats 

HALESOWEN 19 CHERRY TREE LANE 

Freehold individual centrally heated 
3 bedroomed detached 

WOLVERHAMPTON : 9 GAMESFIELD GREEN 

Freehold 3 bedroomed centrally heated detached 
needing renovation 

EDGBASTON 383 CITY ROAD 

Freehold 4 bedroomed semi requiring total improvement 

SMETHWICK 18 WILLIAM ROAD 

Freehold 3 bedroomed semi-detached 
in need of modernisation 

SMETHWICK 112 CHESHIRE ROAD 

Freehold 3 bedroomed centrally heated & double glazed 
terraced needing improvement 


circa. 85,000 

90 - 95,000 

175 - 180,000 

170 - 180,000 

110 - 120,000 

75 - 80,000 

95 - 100,000 


circa. 75,000 


EDGBASTON 8 PORTLAND PLACE, 134 PORTLAND ROAD 

Individual 2 bedroomed centrally heated and double glazed 

duplex garden apartment £ circa. 85,000 


OLDBURY 123 BOROUGH CRESCENT 

Freehold modern 7 bedroomed centrally heated 

& double glazed detached £ 155 -160,000 



1 

OUR FEES CUT 

IN HALF 


WE WILL FIND BUYERS WITHIN 60 DAYS 

and if we don't we'll cut our fees in half*. 


*subject to our minimum standard commission 
rate for 2013 of £1,995.00 plus VAT 
**offer remains open throughout November and 
December 2013. Concludes end of January 2014 

For more information please call us on: 

0121 420 4646 

or visit: www.derekspiresandco.com 




32 BRANDHALL COURT, OLDBURY 


•Well presented ground floor flat 

•PVC double glazed and well heated 

•Gated development 

•Superb through lounge/dining room 

•Two bedrooms 

•Refitted kitchen and bathroom 

•Garage and communal gardens 

• FULL INTERNAL INSPECTION TO BE APPRECIATED 

• ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £94,950 


Viewing: Bearwood Office 



• Extended link detached 

•Gas centrally heated and PVC double glazed 
•Three bedrooms 

•Superbly presented bathroom with Jacuzzi bath 

• Impressive hallway 
•Through lounge/dining room 
•Additional sitting room & conservatory 
•Side garage/store & off-street parking 

• Neatly laid out rear garden 

• INTERNAL INSPECTION TO BE 
APPRECIATED 

OFFERS BASED ON £199,950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 




38 CAPETHORN ROAD, SMETHWICK 



•Traditional 
terraced property 
with double 
glazing and gas 
central heating 
•Two double 
bedrooms and 
spacious refitted 
bathroom with 
individual shower 
•Two reception 
rooms & 
refitted kitchen 
downstairs 

• Established 
garden 

• Close 
Bearwood, 

Cape Hill & easy 
access city centre 

• Comprehensive 
day-to-day 
amenities close 
at hand 

OFFERS BASED ON £92,500 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



77 HARVEST ROAD, SMETHWICK 


•Well maintained centrally heated 

accommodation 

•Part double glazed 

•Three bedrooms and fully tiled bathroom 
•Well proportioned lounge 
•Good size dining/kitchen 
•Conservatory 
•Downstairs W.C. 

OFFERS BASED ON £107,950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



18 BARNFORD CRESCENT, OLDBURY 


•Detached family home 

•Walking distance Bamford Hill Park 

•Gas centrally heated and double glazed 

• Four bedrooms & half tiled bathroom 

• Fitted cloakroom with W.C. 

•Through lounge 

•Good size refitted dining/kitchen & utility roon 
•Side garage & off-street parking 
•Laid out gardens 
•Pleasant residential cul-de-sac 
•ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £195000 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



47 WESTMEAD DRIVE, OLDBURY 


•Gas centrally heated and PVC double 
glazed 

•Three bedrooms and fully tiled bathroom 
•Hall, lounge and open plan kitchen/ 
dining room 

•Gardens to front and rear 
•Detached garage and off-street parking 
•ENERGY RATING : D 
OFFERS BASED ON £149,950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



15 PERRY COURT, OLDBURY 


•Ground floor warden controlled flat 
•Electric storage heating 
•Double glazing 
•Spacious lounge and kitchen 
•Two bedrooms 

•Allocated parking and communal gardens 
•Designated for over 60s (55+ with a disability) 
•ENERGY RATING: C 

OFFERS BASED ON £67,950 


Viewings Bearwood Office 



Viewing Bearwood Office 


www.derekspiresandco.com 
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Goodchilds 

Estate Agents &. Lettings 


www.goodcfivlds-\jk.com 



Great Barr 
HARLESTON ROAD 


» Extended Semi 
Detached House 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Two Reception 
Rooms 


• Family Jacuzzi 
Bath and Shower 
Room 

• SORRY NO 
DHSS 


* Three 
Bedrooms 

* Kitchen with 
Appliances 

* Large Rear 



► FOUR Kitchen 

Bedrooms • Large 

• Two Reception Driveway 
Rooms • SORRY NO 

» Extensive _ DHSS 


• Three 

Bedrooms Semi 
Detached 
► Double Glazing 

* Large Rear 





* Semi Detached 
House 

* Three 
Bedrooms 


• Lounge 

• Kitchen Diner 

• SORRY NO 
DHSS 


Wednesbury 

WILLENHALL STREET 



• Semi Detached 

• Lounge 

House 

• Kitchen 

• Three 

• SORRY NO 

Bedrooms 

DHSS 

£495 pern 



Wednesbury 

ADDISON TERRACE 



» One • Modernised 

Bedroom Flat Kitchen 
• Ground Floor • SORRY NO 
Lounge/Diner DHSS 



• Three 
Bedrooms 

• One Reception 
Room 

• Semi-Detached 


Darlaston 
THE WOODS BANK 



1 jBiM 

• Two 

Hallway 

Bedrooms 

• Good Sized 

• First Floor 

Bedrooms 

Apartment 

• SORRY NO 

• Entrance 

DHSS 



FREE 


Free 6 month rent guarantee 
Free setup 8t no relet fees 
Free EPC 



And an industry leading 
average void period of 
LESS THAN 10 DAYS 
makes our dedicated 
lettings department 
one of the best in 
the Midlands. 


Call today for a FREE, 
no-obligation valuation 


Wednesbury 

ADDISON TERRACE 



• Ground Floor • Family 

Apartment Bathroom 

• One Bedroom • SORRY NO 

• Lounge/Diner DHSS 


Wednesbury 

WALSALL STREET 



• One Bedroom • Fully Fitted 

• First Floor Kitchen 

Flat • SORRY NO 

• Shower Room DHSS 


Darlaston 

BARFORD CLOSE 



• One Bedroom • Off Road 

• End Terraced Parking 

House • DHSS 

• Gas Central considered 

Heating 



» Two Bedroom 
Apartment 

• Private 
Garden 

• Fitted Kitchen 




• Three 
Bedrooms 
Detached 

• Double Glazing 

• Gas Central 



»Two Kitchen 

Bedrooms • Lounge 

• First Floor Flat • SORRY NO 

• Seperate DHSS 



» Two 
Bedrooms 
• Entrance 
Hallway 
Canal Views 



Darlaston 
CASTLE STREET 



» Two Bedroom 
End Terrace 

• Double 
Glazing 

• Gas Central 



Old Court House 

DUDLEY 



» One Bedroom 

• Walk In 
Wardrobe 

* Close To Town 

Centre DHSS 




The Sorttef T>m« 
Estate of the 
Amtrd WVnrmi 
GoodcNIds Teem! 


Goodchilds award winning service 

Free 6 month rent Guarantee 
No setup fees & Free EPC 


Call for your Free Valuation 0121 -506-7670 or 0121 -358-0021 

or visit Goodchilds Estate Agents, 16 Upper High Street, Wednesbury WS10 7HQ 
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Second phase of popular 
houses released by firm 


HOUSEHUNTERS are being 
offered a fresh chance to get 
hold of their ideal home with 
the launch of a new phase at 
Himley View, Taylor 
Wimpey’s sought-after 
development in Kingswin- 
ford, West Midlands. 

The stunning new homes in the pre¬ 
vious phase at Himley View have 
proven extremely popular with savvy 
purchasers, and a brand new property 
collection - ideal for families - has 
been unveiled in response to continu¬ 
ing demand. 

The new phase features three- 
bedroom homes from just £171,995 
and four-bedroom homes from only £ 
226,995, while two-bedroom designs 
are available from £149,995. 

Elaine Taylor, regional sales and 
marketing director for Taylor 


Wimpey, says: “Himley View enjoys an 
idyllic semi-rural location within easy 
reach of a wide range of local ameni¬ 
ties, plus great road and public trans¬ 
port connections throughout the West 
Midlands. 

“It’s no surprise the development is 
so popular and we are delighted to 
unveil our brand new phase of proper¬ 
ties, adding to the wonderful commu¬ 
nity feel that is already developing at 
Himley View.” 

Benefits 

One of the impressive new homes now 
on sale in the new phase at Himley View 
is the four-bedroom ‘Chats-worth’, 
priced from £249,995 and featuring a 
spacious lounge opening through 
French doors to the private rear garden, 
plus a contemporary kitchen/dining 
room and a guest cloakroom. 

Upstairs, the landing leads to an en 
suite master bedroom, three further 


well-proportioned bedrooms and a 
main bathroom, while outside the 
property benefits from a garage and 
additional driveway parking. 

All homes at Himley View are com¬ 
pleted to a high standard specifica¬ 
tion, including energy efficient central 
heating, double glazing and a fitted 
kitchen with integrated oven, hob and 
hood. 

To stand a chance of securing an 
ideal home from the new phase at 
Himley View, property seekers should 
visit the sales and marketing suite, 
located off Stallings Lane, Kingswin- 
ford, DY6 7US, and open daily from 
10am to 5pm - for further details call 
01384 880825. 

Further information on all Taylor 
Wimpey developments across the 
region is available by calling 0121 703 
3400 or by visiting the website 

www.taylorwimpey.co.uk/west 

mids 
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EhGWODD 


ENTRIES INVITED 

For Our Next 

AUCTION 


Do You Want To Sell Your Property Quickly? 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION 

AUCTION APPRAISAL 


0121 233 5046 

Ron 07830 375 823 
CPBIGWOOD.COM 



twitter.com/ 

CPBigwood 


humberstones 


homes 


0121 678 7788 

www.humberstoneshomes.co.uk 


WOODBURY ROAD, HALESOWEN 



LINK-DETACHED home with PRIVATE REAR ASPECT. 
24ft lounge diner, kitchen & utility room. 2nd reception 
room/4th bedroom & en-suite on ground floor. 3 further 
bedrooms & family bathroom on 1st floor. DRIVEWAY to 
front. NO UPWARD CHAIN. Gas central heating & UPVC 
double glazing fitted. EPC rating: C Ref: D1392 
£189,950 Ref: D1392 



EXTENDED home with GARAGE & driveway. EXTENDED 
20ft dining room & 14ft lounge. EXTENDED 17ft kitchen 
& utility room. 3 bedrooms & bathroom with white suite. 
UPVC DG & gas central heating. Patio and lawn gardens 
to rear. EPC rating: D Ref: D1382 

£169,950 Ref: D1382 



SPACIOUS home in CUL-DE-SAC location. 15ft lounge 
to front & REFITTED 15ft kitchen diner to rear - BIG 
ROOMS!! 3 GENEROUS size bedrooms, bathroom & 
WC on 1st floor. UPVC DG & gas central heating fitted. 
Gardens to front & rear. EPC rating: C Ref: D1379 
£106,950 Ref: D1379 


MALLARD DRIVE, OLDBURY 



MODERN end terraced home in pleasant CUL-DE-SAC 
position. 18ft lounge diner & 12ft6 kitchen. 2 DOUBLE 
bedrooms & bathroom. Allocated PARKING to side. 
Lawn gardens to front & rear. Gas central heating & 
double glazing. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC rating: C Ref: 
D1378 

£104,950 Ref: D1378 


ROSS, ROWLEY REGIS ■ BARCLAY ROAD, BEARWOOD 



MODERN 5 DOUBLE bed DETACHED home with DOUBLE 
GARAGE & driveway. 21ft lounge, separate dining 
room/study & 16ft FITTED dining kitchen. D/S WC & 
utility room. Master bedroom with DRESSING AREA & 
en-suite shower room. 4 further bedrooms & 2 further 
bathrooms. UPVC DG & GCH fitted. Lawn rear garden 
with westerly aspect. EPC rating: C Ref: D1390 
£299,950 Ref: D1390 


MONCKTON ROAD, OLDBURY 



Traditional semi-det home with GARAGE & DRIVEWAY. 
NO UPWARD CHAIN. 2 reception rooms & 10ft breakfast 
kitchen. Rear lobby with d/s SHOWER ROOM. 3 GOOD 
SIZE bedrooms, bathroom & WC on 1st floor. Extensive 
lawn garden to rear. Gas central heating & majority 
UPVC double glazing. EPC rating: D Ref: D1387 
£164,950 Ref: D1387 



MODERN end terraced home in CUL-DE-SAC location. 
14ft lounge diner to rear & kitchen to front. 2 DOUBLE 
bedrooms & bathroom. Lawn rear garden with access. 
Parking to front. NO UPWARD CHAIN. Gas central 
heating & double glazing fitted. EPC rating: C Ref: 
D1383 

£104,950 Ref: D1383 



SUPERBLY PRESENTED & SPACIOUS home in sought 
after location close to Warley Woods. 18ft breakfast 
kitchen & 9ft utility room. Having 2 separate reception 
rooms & d/s WC. 3 DOUBLE bedrooms & REFITTED 
family bathroom. Landscaped rear garden with feature 
patio area. Gas central heating fitted & majority UPVC 
double glazing. EPC rating: E Ref: D1388 
£229,950 Ref: D1388 



WELL PRESENTED semi-detached home with GARAGE 
& CARPORT. 16ft lounge to front & 14ft7 FITTED 
kitchen diner to rear. Shower room & 3 bedrooms on 
1st floor. 32ft carport & 17ft garage attached. UPVC DG 
& gas central heating. Lawn rear garden. CUL-DE-SAC 
location. EPC rating: D Ref: D1381 

£154,950 Ref: D1381 



SPACIOUS ground floor apartment with PARKING to rear. 
NO UPWARD CHAIN Occupying a cul-de-sac position 
In MODERN block close to shops and amenities. 22ft 
Open plan LIVING AREA with lounge/diner and kitchen, 
Master bedroom with fitted wardrobes, second bedroom 
& bathroom. Modern electric heating, UPVC DBG & 
ALARM, SECURE INTERCOM ENTRY SYSTEM. EPC 
Rating C Ref: D1251 

£94,950 Ref: D1251 



Victorian home with LOTS OF POTENTIAL. Having 
GARAGE & driveway. EXTENSIVE lawn rear garden. 
NO UPWARD CHAIN. Benefits from 3 receptions rooms, 
kitchen & side verandah & WC. 4 bedrooms & bathroom 
on 1st floor. Gas central heating & majority UPVC double 
glazing. EPC rating: E Ref: D1395 

£209,950 Ref: D1395 


FREDERICK ROAD, OLDBURY 



IMMACULATE & spacious end terraced home. Separate 
dining room & lounge. REFITTED d/s bathroom & 12ft 
kitchen. 3 independently accessed bedrooms on 1st 
floor. UPVC double glazing & gas central heating. 
Lawn rear garden. Quiet road with unrestricted on-road 
parking. EPC rating: E Ref: D1394 

£124,950 Ref: D1394 



LARGE 1st floor maisonette with NO UPWARD CHAIN 
in a CUL-DE-SAC location. 2 DOUBLE bedrooms & 
REFITTED shower room. 14ft lounge diner & 11ft8 
kitchen. Communal gardens & parking. NO SERVICE 
CHARGES. UPVC DG & night storage heating. Only 49 
years left on lease. EPC rating: F Ref: D1375 
£74,950 Ref: D1375 


OAK ROAD, OLDBURY 



EXTENDED link detached home in SUPERB CONDITION. 
30ft 5 (max) dual aspect lounge/dining room. REFITTED 
kitchen with breakfast room off & CONSERVATORY. 
Side utility/store. 3 bedrooms & bathroom. Driveway to 
front & enclosed rear garden with SOUTHERLY ASPECT. 
Majority UPVC double glazing. Gas central heating & 
security system fitted. EPC rating: F Ref: D902 
£199,950 Ref: D902 


THE LAURELS, OLDBURY 



SPACIOUS 1st floor apartment with ALLOCATED 
PARKING. 17ft lounge diner & FITTED 10ft kitchen. 
2 DOUBLE bedrooms & a box room. Bathroom with 
shower cubicle also. Gas central heating & UPVC double 
glazing. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC rating: C Ref: D1376 
£114,000 Ref: D1376 



MODERN ground floor apartment with allocated 
PARKING & secure intercom entry system. Reception 
hall with ample storage. 20ft 4 (max) open plan kitchen 
& lounge area. DOUBLE bedroom - bathroom with white 
suite. UPVC DG & electric heating. Ideal opportunity for 
first time buyer or investor. Close to Quinton/Halesowen 
borders. Well positioned for local shops, amenities and 
public transport. EPC rating: D Ref: D1385 
£74,950 Ref: D1385 


Residential Sales & Lettings 
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Spitfire's perfect family homes 


ASPIRATIONAL househunters looking for the 
perfect family home in Sutton Coldfield are 
being invited to view the stunning new 
showhome at housebuilder Spitfire’s latest 
development, The Fairways, at a special open 
event this weekend. 

Located off Little Aston Lane, The Fairways comprises 
just five substantial six-bedroom homes, idyllically located 
on the edge of the Aston Wood Golf Course, priced from 
£820,000. 

All the homes boast their own individual name - includ¬ 
ing Ryder, Links and Claret Houses. 

People wishing to view the new showhome at the Fair¬ 
ways are advised to make an appointment with Hunters 
New Homes estate agents, located at 1624 High Street, 
Knowle, Solihull B93 0JU. 

Alternatively, call 01564 778779 or visit www.spit 
firepg.co.uk 




Visit us at our website 


www.taylors-estateagents.co.uk 


OLDBURY 



Warwick Road 

An extremely spacious, delightfully presented and thoughtfully improved 
4 BEDROOMED extended semi detached property occupying a pleasant 
cul-de-sac position within this popular neighbourhood, truly requiring 
internal inspection, having gas radiator heating, double glazing and 
briefly comprising Entrance hall, Delightful spacious through lounge, 
attractive conservatory, dining room, super re-fitted kitchen, downstairs 
w.c, 4 bedrooms (master with shower room en-suite), superb re-fitted 
house bathroom, and pleasant rear garden. VIEWING ESSENTIAL. EPC 
rating D. BEARWOOD OFFICE 0121 434 4345. 

_ Offers around £214,950 _ 



Poplar Avenue 

A deceptively spacious, well presented 2 
bedroomed intermediate terraced property 
occupying a pleasant position within this 
convenient neighbourhood, truly requiring 
internal inspection, having majority double 
glazing, gas radiator heating, and briefly 
comprising Delightful spacious through 
lounge/dining area, breakfast area, fitted 
kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, spacious 
bathroom, and pleasant rear garden. 
VIEWING ESSENTIAL. EPC rating E. 
BEARWOOD OFFICE 0121 434 4345 

Offers around £124,950 


OLDBURY 



Bleakhouse Road 

A delightfully presented, thoughtfully 
improved, spacious 4 bedroomed detached 
property in popular, convenient location, 
having gas radiator heating, double glazing 
and briefly comprising Porch, entrance 
hall, delightful spacious through lounge, 
attractive conservatory, dining kitchen, study, 
downstairs shower room and bed 4, Three 
first floor bedrooms, re-fitted shower room, 
drive providing off road parking, and pleasant 
good sized rear garden with super garden 
room. VIEWING ESSENTIAL. EPC rating 
E.BEARWOOD OFFICE 0121 434 4345. 

Offers around £235,000 


SMETHWICK 



Flales Crescent 

A deceptively spacious, thoughtfully 
improved 3 bedroomed end position family 
home conveniently situated within this 
established neighbourhood and requiring 
internal inspection, having gas radiator 
heating, majority double glazing and briefly 
comprising Entrance hall, spacious 
lounge, dining room, kitchen, attractive 
garden room, 3 bedrooms, bathroom, off 
road parking and pleasant good sized rear 
garden. VIEWING ESSENTIAL. EPC rating 
D. BEARWOOD OFFICE 0121 434 4345 

Offers around £133,500 


WARLEY WOODS AREA 



Abbey Road 

An opportunity to acquire a deceptively 
spacious, thoughtfully improved and 
well presented 3 bedroomed semi 
detached property set within this popular 
neighbourhood, with pleasant outlook from 
the front towards WARLEY WOODS, having 
gas radiator heating, double glazing and briefly 
comprising Entrance hall, delightful lounge, 
separate dining room, fitted kitchen (with oven/ 
hob), 3 bedrooms, attractive bathroom, off 
road parking and pleasant good sized rear 
garden. VIEWING ESSENTIAL TO BE FULLY 
APPRECIATED. EPC rating D. BEARWOOD 
OFFICE 0121 434 4345 


BEARWOOD 



Galton Road 

A rare opportunity to acquire a spacious, 
well presented and thoughtfully improved 3 
bedroomed intermediate terraced property 
conveniently situated for local shopping 
facilities available within Bearwood Town 
Centre, requiring internal inspection, having 
gas radiator heating and briefly comprising 
Entrance vestibule, delightful spacious 
lounge, inner hall, re-fitted breakfast kitchen 
(with integral oven/hob and integrated fridge/ 
freezer), 3 good sized bedrooms, atrractive 
bathroom, and pleasant rear garden. VIEWING 
ESSENTIAL. EPC RATING D. BEARWOOD 
OFFICE 0121 434 4345 


Offers around £169,950 


OLDBURY 



Merton Close 

A deceptively spacious, well presented and 
thoughtfully improved, 2/3 bedroomed three 
storey town house occupying a pleasant 
cul-de-sac position, having gas radiator 
heating, double glazing, truly requiring an 
internal inspection and briefly comprising 
:- Entrance hall, downstairs shower room, 
study/Bedroom 3, first floor providing delightful 
spacious lounge with dining area and attractive 
breakfast kitchen, second floor offering 2 good 
sized double bedrooms and house bathroom, 
outside is a GARAGE and pleasant rear 
garden. VIEWING ESSENTIAL. EPC rating D. 
BEARWOOD OFFICE 0121 434 4345 

Offers around £120,000 


Offers around £169,950 


OLDBURY 



Swan Crescent 

Traditional style 3 bedroomed semi 
detached property conveniently situated 
within this established neighbourhood, 
requiring internal inspection, having 
double glazing, gas radiator heating, 
and briefly comprising :- Entrance 
vestibule, through lounge/dining area, 
kitchen, 3 bedrooms, bathroom, shared 
drive at the side leading to Garage and 
pleasant rear garden. NO UPWARD 
CHAIN. EPC rating E. BEARWOOD 
OFFICE 0121 434 4345 

Offers around £119,950 



NEED TO SELL YOUR 
HOME FAST? 

NEED A FRESH START? 

MARION PROPERTY GROUP CAN HELP YOU! 
MAKE A FRESH START IN 2014 

Purchase agreed within 7 days and 
Completion on a date to suit 
With solutions to suit, you can clear your 
debts and make a fresh start 

LOCAL COMPANY - FREE VALUATION, FREE LEGALS & 
FREE ADVICE 

ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 

Why not call us today for an informal, 
friendly and confidential chat? 

PHONE: 0121 667 2149 

OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 
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Superior detached 


A SUPERIOR four 
bedroom modern 
detached house which, 
situated in one of 
Perton’s sought after 
locations, is on the 
market for £239,500. 

The property in St Andrews 
Drive provides extremely spa¬ 
cious living accommodation 
which has been maintained 
and decorated to a high stan¬ 
dard. 

The accommodation com¬ 


prises central heating, uPVC 
double glazing, reception 
porch, through hallway with 
refitted cloakroom off, lounge, 
separate dining room, refitted 
open plan kitchen, 
playroom/office room, four 
bedrooms, the master with 
refitted en suite shower room, 
refitted bathroom suite with a 
shower, garage and a shaped 
front driveway providing off 
road parking for more than one 
car and a beautiful laid out 
enclosed rear garden. Call 
01902 753131. 



BARTRAMS TEL. 0121 601 9370 

SALES AND LETTINGS www.bartrams.com 


I 



Bartrams Sales and Lettings Limited cr«q *757350 
132 Walsall Road. Storve Cross West Bnynwicn. B71 3HP 


Tel 0121 SOI 9370 
Web: www.barrams.com 
E-mail: erquines@bar.rams.com 
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Forthcoming CottOIlS I 

Auction CMAOTCniO »U,,V.YO.«J 



Tuesday 25th February 2014 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


Lj 


Considering Selling 
^ by Auction? 

Call for your 

“'Tjt No Obligation 

Appraisal 

Considering 
Buying at 
Auction? 

Call for your 

Catalogue 



Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email:auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 


Property 


Ttto-bed bungalow 
with luxury kitchen 


V 



THIS TWO bedroomed bungalow in Summit 
Place, Gornal includes a luxury kitchen/diner 
with appliances and a wet room. It is for sale 
through Bakers at £212,500. 

It has a lounge, kitchen/diner with fridge/freezer and 
washer dryer, dishwasher, hob and an oven. The sitting 
room has a translucent roof and there is also a laundry, wet 
room with tiled floor and walls, a shower with chrome towel 
rail, bedroom one with doors to an enclosed decked area and 
laminate flooring and second bedroom. Outside there is a 
rear garden with decking, lawns, flower beds and borders 
and a driveway with parking and lawn to the front. For 
further information contact Bakers on 01384 252527 or 
visit www.bakersproperty.co.uk 




Oldbury 
0121 552 6171 



ABBEY ROAD 

A semi detached property in sought after location. Porch entrance, 
reception hall stores off, two reception rooms, kitchen, lobby and 
downstairs shower room, three bedrooms, bathroom, rear garden, 
off road parking to front, garage via shared driveway. EPC Rating D 

s _ Offers in the region of £ 220,000 



PERRY COURT 

First floor flat. Communal entrance hall with 
entry phone system to first floor landing entrance 
door to reception hall, stores and loft access off, 
lounge, kitchen, two bedrooms, shower room, 
communal parking, gardens. EPC Rating D 
1 Offers in the region of £99,950 




WAKEMAN DRIVE 

Deceptively spacious detached house, in need of general 
decoration throughout. Porch, reception hall, cloakroom, 
sitting room, lounge, dining room, kitchen, utility area, 
three double bedrooms, ensuite shower room and family 
bathroom. Off road parking, garage and rear garden. 
EPC Rating TBA 

1 _ Price: £174,950 



11 maintained to a high standard. Replacement double 
1 1 glazing, new roof and gas central heating.Entrance hall, 
I lounge, dining kitchen, three bedrooms, bathroom. Off 
I roar parking. Large established rear garden with outside 
II toilet and storage shed. EPC Rating E 
^ Offers in the region of £107,950 


FARM ROAD 

A fully modernised and improved mid-terraced property. 
Side entrance into hall, two reception rooms both 
having feature fireplace, lobby, kitchen area, bathroom 
1 —ing seperate shower, staircase to first floor landing, 

_e bedrooms, central heating, double glazing where 

specified, garden to rear. EPC Rating E 
“■ • in the region of £99,95 


irightmove^uT 



HOLCROFT STREET 

Well presented spacious flush fronted terraced 
nrooerty. Double glazing and gas central 

_ting to entrance nail, dining room, lounge, 

kitchen, downstairs toilet, two bedrooms, 
bathroom. Rear garden. EPC Rating D 
Offer in the region of £79,950 



BRANDHALL ROAD 

Semi-detached house situated in a sought after 
residential location. Porch, reception hall, through 
lounge/dining room, kitchen, three bedrooms, 
bathroom, double glazing, central heating, garage and 
off road parking. Established rear garden. Fr " 

Offers in the region of £149,950 


9T 

If fit 


RATCLIFF WALK 

End terraced house. Vestibule, entrance 
hall, lounge, dining kitchen, conservatory, 
three bedrooms, bathroom, separate toilet. 



CAUSEWAY GREEN ROAD 

Conveniently situated retail lockup shop premises in 
a prominent location at the traffic light junction with 
Causeway Green Road and the main Birmingham/ 
Wolverhampton Road at junction with Flavours 
formerly known as the Hen & Chickens. EPC Rating F 
£6,950 per Annum 


tomgiles.net 


l|fi 


ROWLEY REGIS 



BRYAN BUDD CLOSE 

A modern semi detached property. Front entrance door 
11 into hall with cloakroom off, lounae, dining. kitchen, 
11 Stairs from lounge, three bedrooms fen-suite off master) 
11 bathroom, central heating, double glazing, off road 


EDMONDS ROAD 

II A well presented and maintained traditional semi- 
11 detached house. Entrance hall, lounge, understairs 
11 store cupboard, dining kitchen, pantry, conservatory, 
11 downstairs toilet, three bedrooms, bathroom. Block paved 
11 driveway and large established landscaped rear garden. 
11 EPC Rating B 

Of fers in the region of £134,950 


RESIDENTIAL ACCOMMODATION TO LET 

6 Anvil Drive, OLDBURY 

Semi Detached, 2 Bedrooms, Lounge, central heating, double glazing, off-road parking 
Rent: £550 pern - Deposit £720 - EPC Rating C 

43 Crosswells Road, OLDBURY 

Mid-Terraced, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Reception rooms, central heating, double glazing 
Rent: £550 pem - Deposit £720 - EPC Rating D 

89 Dingle Street, OLDBURY 

Semi Detached, 2 Bedrooms, lounge, central heating, double glazing 
Rent: £525 pem - Deposit £750 - EPC Rating D 

90 McKean Road, OLDBURY 

Semi Detached, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Reception Rooms, central heating, double glazing 
Rent: £520 pem - Deposit £750 - EPC Rating F 

81 St.Matthews Road, OLDBURY 

First Floor Flat, 2 Bedrooms, lounge, central heating, double glazing 
Rent: £450 pem - Deposit £600 - EPC Rating C 

1 5 Bourne Walk, ROWLEY REGIS 

Mid Town House. 3 Bedrooms, lounge, central heating, double glazing, off-road parking 
Rent: £550 pem - Deposit - £720 - EPC Rating C 

34 Dudley Road East, TIVIDALE 

Mid Terraced, 2 Bedrooms, 2 Reception rooms, central heating, double glazing 
Rent: £470 pem - Deposit £750 - EPC Rating E 

APPLICATION FEES 

£150 for the 1st Applicant, £100 for any additional applicant, £30 for 
Guarantor (all fees are inclusive of VAT) 
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LOVEYOUR T 

POSTCODE 

your estate agent 


Ours is a different kind of estate agency 

Call today to arrange your free market appraisal 

“Voted a top 1% UK Estate Agent for customer service in 2013” 

★ ★★★★ 


Brades Road Oldbury 


Heath Lane West Bromwich 


Farm Road Oldbury 


Dawes Avenue West Bromwich Wanderer Walk Castle Bromwich 


Queens Road Smethwick 


Parkfield Road Oldbury 



• Three Bedroom Semi Detached 

• Guest WC 

• Pleasant Rear garden 

• EPC Rating E 

£84,950 


• Two Reception Rooms 

• Extended kitchen and diner 

• Large Driveway 

• EPC Rating E 


RECORD LEVEL OF 
QUALIFIED RUYERS 

We have of our properties & urgently require 

more houses in sandwell. 


EVALUATION £195.( 


• Modern Interior Throughout 

• Newly fitted flooring 

• Open Plan Lounge/Dinner and Kitchen 

• EPC Rating E 

£149,950 

Harborne Road Bearwood 

i 


• Three Bedroom 

• Semi Detached 

• Front and Rear Garden 

• Spacious Living Area 

£95,000 

Westmead Drive Oldbury 


• Three Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Fully Furnished in the Asking Price 

• EPC Rating D 

£99,975 

St Augustus Close West Bromwich 


• Three Bed Semi Detached 

• Great Family Home 

• Front and Rear Garden 

• EPC Rating D 

£89,500 


• Three Bed Semi Detached 

• Spacious Family Lounge 

• Compact Kitchen 

• EPC Rating E 

£134,950 



Bridle Grove West Bromwich 


Beauchamp Avenue Handsworth 


• Lovely Original Features 

• EPC Rating E 

£464,950 


Titford Road Oldbury 


• Extended Five Bedroom Home 

• Located In A Quiet Cul-De-Sac 

• Spacious Living Areas 

• EPC Rating D 

£349,950 


Goodrest Croft Yardley Wood 


• Views of Sandwell Valley 

• Large Driveway 

• Four Bedroom Home 

• EPC Rating D 

£280,000 


Dudley Road East Tividale 


LANDLORDS 


OURS IS THE ONLY ESTATE AGENCY HOUSING 
STRICTLY WORKING CLASS PROFESSIONAL 
FAMILES SINCE 2009. 


If you would like a tenant from Benefits Street 
feel to call our competitors. 


Anchor Crescent Hockley 


Park Road Bearwood 



• Detached Three Bed Property 

• Converted Garage 

• Conservatory & Downstairs WC 

• EPC Rating D 

£219,950 

Hilltop West Bromwich 


• Semi Detached Three Bed Extended Home 

• Spacious Living Area 

• Downstairs Shower Room 

• EPC Rating D 

£189,950 


William Kerr Road Tipton 


• Four Bedroom End Terrace 

• Off Gated Road Parking 

• Shower room 

• EPC Rating E 

£179,950 

Queens Head Road Handsworth 


• Four Bedroom 

• Converted Garage 

• Potential Extention Available 

• EPC Rating D 

£179,950 

Talbot Street Hockley 


• New Build Detached Four Bed 

• Well Maintained Rear Garden 

• Two Goodsized Reception Rooms 

• EPC Rating C 

£169,950 

Grafton Road Handsworth 


• End Terrace Town House 

• Four Spacious Bedroom 

• Two Spacious Reception Rooms 

• EPC Rating C 

£165,000 

Rosefield Road Smethwick 


• Three Bed End Terrace 

• Family Bathroom and En-Suite 

• Well Maintained Rear Garden 

• EPC Rating E 

£164,950 

Moat Road Oldbury 



• Detached Property 

• Four Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• EPC Rating F 

£149,000 

Macdonald Close Tividale 


• Three Bedroom Detached Home 

• Garage 

• Leasehold 

• EPC Rating C 

£139,950 

Great Bridge Road Bilston 


• Convenience Store/Off Licence 

• Living Accomadation 

• Courtyard and Garage 

• EPC Rating C 

£119,950 

Ryle Street Walsall 


• Three Bed Semi Detached 

• Modern Kitchen 

• Perfect for First Time Buyers 

• EPC Rating D 

£114,950 


• Three Bedroom Home 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Driveway 

• EPC Rating C 

£109,500 


• In Need of Modernisation 

• New Fitted Kitchen 

• Three Bedrooms 

• EPC Rating D 

£99,950 


• Two bedroom Mid Terrace 

• Off Road Parking 

• Cul-de-sac location 

• EPC Rating C 

£97,950 


Rotton Park Road Edgbaston 


Birchwoods Bartley Green 


Claremont Road Sedgley 


Heritage Way Tipton 



• Semi-detached town house 

• Three double bedrooms 

• Three bathrooms 

• Spacious lounge 

£650 i Fees Apply* 

Hintlesham Avenue Harborne 


• Large Driveway 

• NewModern Kitchen 

• Two Spacious Reception Rooms 

• Modern Bathroom 

£525 Fees Apply* 

Selwyn Road Edgbaston 


• Semi-Detached 

• Newly Modern Conservatory 

• Large Rear Garden 

• New Modern Kitchen 


£550 Fees Apply 


• Three Bedrooms 

• Modern Interior 

• Downstairs WC 

• Extended Kitchen Area 


Woodbrooke Grove Northfield 


£1,000 Fees Apply 
Middlepark Drive Northfield 


• Situated in a Cul De Sac 

£700 Fees Apply* 


Terrace Street Wednesbury 


• New refurbished throughout 

• New fitted kitchen with gas cooker 

• Garage with driveway 

• Downstairs W.C and utility room 

£600 i Fees Apply* 
St Michaels Way Tipton 


• Three Bedroom Semi 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Fully Furnished 

• Spacious Rear Garden 

£625 i Fees Apply* 
Addington Way Tividale 



_)• ■■ 
i L’r 


• Impressive Space 

• Garage 

• Four Bathrooms 

£1,800 i Fees Apply* 

Little Lane West Bromwich 


• Three Bedroom Residence 

• Impressive Space 

• Garage and Driveway 

• Fitted Kitchen 

£900 i Fees Apply* 
Fircroft Bilston 


• Modern Two Bed Apartment 

• Allocated Parking 

• Master Bedroom with Ensuite 

• Fitted Kitchen with Appliances 

£700 i Fees Apply* 
Wiley Avenue Wednesbury 


Modem One Bed Apartment 
Allocated Parking 
Bathroom with Shower 
New Fitted Kitchen 

£625 f Fees Apply* 
Broadwaters Road Wednesbury 


• Three Bed Semi Detached 

• Extended Modern Kitchen 

• Separate Bath and Shower 

• Fabulous Front And Rear Garden 

£650 Fees Apply* 
Beakes Road Bearwood 


• Semi Detached Three Bedroom Property 

• Driveway with Garage and front garden 

• Three good-sized bedrooms 

• Spacious landscaped garden 

£575 i Fees Apply* 

Alexandra Road Handsworth 


• Modem Build Three Bedroom House 

• Modern Open Plan Kitchen 

• Landscaped Enclosed Rear Garden 

• Neutrally Decorated Throughout 

£560 f Fees Apply* 
Brunswick Park Road 



• Three good sized bedrooms 

• Two reception rooms 

• Suited for Professionals only 

• Parking via permit 

£550 i Fees Apply* 


• Two Bedroom Bungalow 

• Quiet Cul De Sac Road 

• Modern Kitchen 

• Large Rear Garden 

£525 Fees Apply* 


• Semi Detached House 

• Off Road Parking 

• Kitchen and Dining Room 

• Gas Central Heating 

£525 Fees Apply* 


• Three Bedroom Semi Detached 

• Large Rear garden 

• Central Heating 

• Minutes from Holyhead Primary School 

£500 i Fees Apply* 


• Three Bedroom Terraced Residence 

• Very Spacious Bedrooms 

• Neutral Decor Throughout 

• Large Rear Garden 

£500 Fees Apply* 


0121 525 9090 westbromwich@wlyp.co.uk i 0121 285 5005 birmingham@wlyp.co.uk 


• Terraced Property Three Bedroom Hoi 

• Fully Refurbished Throughout 

• Fully Tiled Modern Bathroom 

• Two Reception Rooms 

£495 Fees Apply* 


WLYRCO.UK 



• Spacious bedroom 

• Parking 

• Brand new fitted kitchen 

• Brand new bathroom 

£475 i Fees Apply* 


0121 544 9595 oldbury@wlyp.co.uk 


01922 214500 walsall@wlyp.co.uk 


Zoopta 
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A reputation built on 40 years of 
Quality , Professionalism and Expertise 


Incorporating Laing & Co 


oulsnam 


0121 4299986 



Ombudsman 


www.oulsnam.net 

















































































































oulsnam 


few can match... 


reputation 


In 2013 


residential 
r 11 


properties through 


across your 


your home in 2014 




Barnt Green: 0121 445 3311 
Hagley Road: 0121 429 9986 
Pershore Road: 0121 451 1331 


Bournville: 0121 433 4500 
Kings Heath: 0121 444 2177 
Redditch: 01527 584499 


Bromsgrove: 01527 871395 
Moseley: 0121 449 4576 
Rubery: 0121 453 1051 


Droitwich: 01905 779229 
Northfield: 0121 477 9977 
Lettings: 0121 445 7410 
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Great Bridge 


SKITTS 


ESTATE AGENTS 


0121 520 2255 

Qreatbridae@skitts.net 



KIERS BRIDGE CLOSE 

TIPTON 

• EPC rating - tbc 

• Modern Semi Detached Home 

• Two bedrooms 

• Kitchen / Diner 

• Off Road Parking 

£94,950 



MYRTLE TERRACE 

TIPTON 

• EPC Rating - TBC 

• Three bedroom link detached 

• lounge & extended dining room 

• Downstairs shower room 

• First floor family bathroom 

£179,995 



ANCHOR DRIVE 

TIPTON 

l EPC Rtaing: TBC 
l Modern two bedroom end terrace 
I Lounge & fitted kittchen 
I Downstaurs WC & first floor family bathroom 
I Garage & Driveway 

£114,995 


FREE MARKET APPRAISALS - Call us now on 0121 520 2255 



Branches also at: 

Bloxwich, Wednesfield, Wednesbury, 
Bilston, Willenhall and Sedgley 


LOOKING TO SELL? 

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE MARKET 
APPRAISAL 

Properties Are Selling Fast!! 

We Urgently Require Properties 
In : Tipton, Tividale, Oldbury & West 
Bromwich Areas 

No Sale!! No Fee.. So Call Us Today !!! 
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Wednesbury 

SKITTS 

ESTATE AGENTS 


Wednesbury 0121 505 1818 
West Bromwich 0121 530 4240 


wednesburu@skitts.net 


PROPERTY OF THE WEEK 


MANAGERS CHOICE 


FEATURED PROPERTY 



HALL GREEN ROAD 

WEST BROMWICH 

• FOUR BEDROOM SEMI • DOUBLE GLAZING AND 

DETACHED 

• THREE RECEPTION ROOMS 

• FITTED KITCHEN 


CENTRALLY HEATED 
► OFF ROAD PARKING 


• EPC RATING: C 

£149,950 



TAME AVENUE 

WEDNESBURY 

► SIX BEDROOM DETACHED FAMILY • DOUBLE GLAZING AND CENTRAL 
HOME 

► GRANNY ANNEX AND 
THROUGH LOUNGE 

► CONSERVATORY AND UTILITY 


HEATING 

i IMMACULATE THROUGHOUT 


•EPC RATING: D 

£259,950 



BROOKSIDE 

WEDNESBURY 

> TOP FLOOR TWO BEDROOM 
APARTMENT 

> BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED 

> MODERN KITCHEN AND 

BATHROOM «EPC RATING: C 

OFFERS £79,950 


FLEXIBLE ELECTRIC HEATING 
DOUBLE GLAZING 
IDEAL FIRST TIME BUY 


FREE MARKET APPRAISALS - Call us now on 0121 505 1818 



> ONE BED GROUND FLOOR APARTMENT 

* LOUNGE/DINING ROOM 

* FITTED KITCHEN 

» CENTRAL HEATING & DOUBLE GLAZING 

► IMPROVED & WELL PRESENTED •EPC RATING C 



DARLASTON ROAD 

WALSALL 

•TWO BEDROOM MID TERRACE PROPERTY 
•TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 
•IN NEED OF MODERNISATION 
•CENTRAL HEATING (NOTTESTED) 

•DOUBLE GLAZED • VACANT POSSESSION *EPC RATING: E 



► THREE BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED* LOUNGE/DINING ROOM •FITTED 
KITCHEN & FAMILY BATHROOM* DOUBLE GLAZED & CENTRALLY 
HEATED •EXCELLENT SIZED REAR GARDEN# AMPLE OFF STREET 
PARKING •EPC RATING: D 


OFFERS AROUND £93,000 



Til' 


ELDALADE WAY 


•THREE BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED 
• LOUNGE AND DINING KITCHEN 
•CULDE SAC LOCATION 

•GARAGE •CONSERVATORY *UP UPWARD CHAIN 
•CENTRAL HEATING & DOUBLE GLAZING »EPC RATING* 



• FAMILY TOWNHOUSE IN QUITE CULDE SAC 

• SUNNY GARDEN, NOT OVERLOOKED 

• THREE WELL PROPORTIONED BEDROOMS 

• EXTENDED LOUNGE/ DINING ROOM 

• DOUBLE GLAZING S CENTRAL HEATING • EPC RATING: C 



HYDES ROAD 

WEDNESBURY 

• TRADITIONAL THREE BED SEMI DETACHED 

• LOUNGE AND DINING ROOM 

• KITCHEN AND UTILITY •CENTRAL HEATING AND DOUBLE GLAZING 

• ADVERSE MINING REPORT «REAR GARDEN •EPC RATING: E 



•EXTENDED THREE BEDROOM END TOWN HOUSE 
•23'THROUGH LOUNGE AND SUN ROOM 
•EXTENDED KITCHEN 
•GARAGE TO REAR 


JOWETTS LANE 

WEST BROMWICH 

•DOUBLE GLAZING & CENTRAL HEATING 
•NO UPWARD CHAIN 
•EPC RATING* 



COLES LANE 

WEST BROMWICH 

•EXTENDED THREE BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED 
•TWO RECEPTION ROOMS •EXTENDED KITCHEN 
•DOWNSTAIRS WC •CENTRAL HEATING & DOUBLE GLAZING 
•GATED SECURE REAR ACCESS 
•VACANT POSSESSION »EPC RATING: D 


OFFERS £139,950 



PITCHWOOD CLOSE 

DARLASTON 

•IDEAL NEW BUILD STARTER HOME 

•THREE BEDROOM END TERRACE 

•DOWNSTAIRS WC ^PRIVATE LOW MAINTENANCE GARDEN 

•DOUBLE GLAZED & CENTRALLY HEATED 

•EPC RATING* 


Best Service 

Guaranteed! 

Best Marketing 

Guaranteed! 

Best Fee Deal 

Guaranteed! 

Best Sales Record 

Guaranteed! 

Selling homes since 1977. 

Wednesbury 

0121 5051818 

West Bromwich 

0121 530 4240 



• EXTENDED TOWN HOUSE, IMMACULATE THROUGHOUT 

• THREE DOUBLE BEDROOMS 

• OPEN PLAN LOUNGE/DINING ROOM 


CHARLOTTE ROAD 

WEDNESBURY 

• EXTENDED KITCHEN WITH FITTED APPLIANCES 


• VACANT POSSESSION 

• PRIVATE LOW MAINTENANCE GARDEN *EPC RATING: D 



BEEBEE ROAD 

WEDNESBURY 

• FABULOUSLY PRESENTED AND MUCH IMPROVED SEMI 
•THREE PRINCIPAL BEDROOMS PLUS ATTIC ROOM 
•TWO RECEPTIONS •EN SUITE TO ATTIC 
•SUPERBLY FITTED KITCHEN WITH APPLIANCES 

• DOUBLE GLAZED AND CENTRALLY HEATED *EPC RATING: E 



CHURCHFIELDS ROAD 

WEDNESBURY 

* EXTENDED FOUR BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED 

* LOUNGE & DINING ROOM 

* EXTENDED KITCHEN • GARAGE & DRIVEWAY 

* DOUBLE GLAZED & CENTRALLY HEATED 

* FRONT & REAR GARDENS »EPC RATING: E 



•BEAUTIFULLY LOCATED SEMI DETACHED PROPERTY 
•THREE BEDROOMS 

►RARE OPPORTUNITY TO ACQUIRE A QUALITY HOME 


LOVERS WALK 

SBURY 

•CONDENSING BOILER AND NEW HOT WATER CYLINDER 
•DOUBLE GLAZING & CENTRAL HEATING 
•CAVITY WALL INSULATION • EPC RATING: C _ 



m 


vs 


.^4^; ii 


PARK LANE 

WEDNESBURY 

• SUBSTANTIALLY EXTENDED SEMI DETACHED FAMILY HOME •LARGE KITCHEN 

• PRIME LOCATION IN LARGE GARDENS CLOSE TO GOOD SCHOOLS •rnwvFRTFn rsRSPF 

• FOUR DOUBLE BEDROOMS •CONVERTED GARAGE 

•TWO RECEPTIONS ROOMS #H0USE BATHR00M (HERITAGE) & ADDITIONAL SHOWER ROOM 

_ •EPC RATING: D _ 



•MUCH IMPROVED & ENLARGED FAMILY HOME 

• FOUR BEDROOMS WITH EN SUITE TO MASTER 

• LOUNGE, DINING ROOM, CONSERVATORY, & UTILITY 


GRAYLING CLOSE 

WEDNESBURY 

•FABULOUS & SECLUDED LOCATION ADJACENT 

TO NATURE RESERVE 


Branches also at: 

Bloxwich, Wednesfield, Willenhall, 
Bilston. Great Bridge and Sedgley 


rightmovecouk^ 


Zoopta 




| fact bo 
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Compiled by Motoring 
Editor Sharon Walters 


Motoring 


Nissan Qashqai leading the way 


DEMAND for Nissan’s award-winning 
Qashqai, the best-selling Crossover in 
Europe, helped lift output at the 
company’s Sunderland plant above 
500,000 units for the second year in 
succession. 

Nissan’s North East Plant, the largest car- 
assembly facility in the UK, has produced more 
than one million vehicles in the past two years 
amid continued investment and new model 
launches from the site. 

Kevin Fitzpatrick, Nissan’s vice-president for 
Manufacturing in the UK, said: “Building over a 
million cars in two years is a further sign of 
Nissan’s growing brand presence in one of the 
most competitive markets in Europe. 

“Exceeding output of 500,000 units for a second 
year is an even greater achievement given we com¬ 
bined this high volume whilst also starting produc¬ 
tion of the all-electric Nissan LEAF at the plant, 
along with the launch of the new Note, and replac¬ 
ing the most popular car we have ever made with 
the new generation Qashqai.” 

In 2013, more than 286,000 of the cars built in 
Sunderland last year were Nissan Qashqais, now 
in its eighth year of production. Total Qashqai pro¬ 
duction in the UK stands at 1,752,232 since 2006. 

Production of the new generation Qashqai, 
which has been named Car of the Year by What 
Car?, will be marked with a launch event at Sun¬ 
derland on January 22. “Our workforce continues 
to set the benchmark for productivity and quality, 
and I would like to thank and congratulate them 


all on reaching this latest milestone,” said Fitz¬ 
patrick. 

The annual production figures of 501,756 follow 
a year in which Prime Minster David Cameron 
visited the plant to mark the launch of the Nissan 
LEAF, and work began on a plant extension to 
enable production of the Infiniti Q30 from 2015. 

Monthly production broke the 50,000 barrier in 
October for the first time in Nissan’s 27-year 
history of manufacturing in the UK, with eight dif¬ 
ferent model variants built across the calendar 
year. The year ended with the unveiling of the new 
generation Qashqai, the embodiment of Nissan’s 
innovation and excitement and the key driver in 
the company’s goal of becoming the top-selling 
Asian brand in Europe. 

Improvement 

The new Qashqai, which goes on sale this 
month, will retain 50 per cent of its value after 
three years/30,000 miles - a 10 per cent improve¬ 
ment on its predecessor - according to latest data 
from residual value (RV) setters CAP 

The new £20,840 Qashqai 1.5 dCi Acenta now 
has an RV of 50 per cent or £10,400 after three 
years, meaning it is set to retain £2,375 more over 
its first three years of life compared to its outgoing 
equivalent. 

Not only does this position Qashqai as the C 
segment diesel Crossover king but also places it 
ahead of some key hatch rivals such as the Volk¬ 
swagen Golf. The 1.5 dCi also returns combined 
fuel consumption of 74.3mpg while emitting just 
99g/km C02, further reinforcing the business case 
for fleet drivers. Meanwhile, the new Qashqai 1.2 



V 





DIG-T Acenta petrol - priced from just £19,145 - 
also enjoys a 10 per cent RV increase on the outgo¬ 
ing model, giving a real world RV after three years 
of £9,575, a £2,800 increase on the outgoing 1.6 
Qashqai Acenta. 

Helping to contribute to these strong value fore¬ 
casts is an abundance of leading technology and 
safety items. Even entry-level Visia models get 
Bluetooth, cruise control and hill start assist, while 
top-of-the-range Tekna models boast Safety Shield 
with Traffic Signal Recognition and High Beam 
Assist. 


Your essential guide to the world of motoring 


EYE CANDY 
SWEET INCENTIVES 


LIFETIME 

WARRANTY 100,000 MILE 


0%APR 


CHOOSE YOUR CAR 

Select a new vehicle. 

CHOOSE YOUR DEPOSIT 

Any deposit. We’ll give you up 
to £2000 to getyou started.** 


FLEXIBLE 

FINANCE 


CH00SEY0URTERM 

From 24 to 60 months. 

VAUXHALL LIFETIME 
WARRANTY^ 

Lifetime 100,000 
mile warranty. 

First registered owner. 


^■YEARS^ 

■ free 

{ ■ INSURANCE 1 


* — esB- 1 

Corsa 1.0112v ecoFLEX 
(65PS) Energy 
from £159 per month 

[Over 60 months with £1399 or NIL deposit * 



Astra 1.4i 16v Energy 

from £179 per month 

[Over 60 months with £2999 or NIL deposit.*] 


Brindley Cannock 

Main A5 

Staffordshire 

WS111SH 

08430 221114 

www.brindleyvauxhall.co.uk 


Brindley Wednesbury 

57 Bridge Street 
West Midlands 
WS10 0AH 

08430 221199 

www.brindleyvauxhall.co.uk 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl. Ampera): Urban: 14.4 (19.6) - 76.3 
(3.7), Extra-urban: 27.4 (10.3) - 91.1 (3.1), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 85.6 (3.3). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 88g/km. # 

Available on selected models only, at participating Retailers. Finance subject to status. Terms and Conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Finance supplied by Vauxhall Finance, P0 Box 6666, Cardiff, CF157YT. Offer will apply to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1- 24 (purchase 
only, excluding B2B supported units). All other customers are excluded. **Vauxhall Deposit Contributions vary and exclude certain models. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/offersorcontactyourlocalVauxhallRetailerfordetails. A Customer deposit shown after deduction of Vauxhall and retailer contribution, f First 
year insurance offer available on Corsa models (excluding Expression, S, Sting, Design and VXR). The offer will cover the full premium for drivers aged between 21-75 (motor policy only). Drivers must have held a valid full UK licence fora minimum of 1 year. Only available through Vauxhall Insurance. Policies 
are underwritten byAgeas Insurance Ltd. Other insurance specific Terms and Conditions apply. ^Vauxhall Lifetime Warranty covers lifetime ownership of first registered keeper, 100,000 mile limit. Terms and Conditions apply. Offers available on orders or registrations before 1 April 2014. We can introduce you 
to a finance provider, commission maybe received. #0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technicalfactors. 
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High quality, low 
mileage, value car 



WHEN visiting a used 
car dealership we all 
want to find a selection 
of high quality vehicles 
with enough choice to 
give us options. We’ll 
want to find those vehi¬ 
cles priced at a level that 
brings value for money. 
Oak Garage is able to 
provide all this and a 
customer service expe¬ 
rience that will entice 
you back again when it’s 
time to replace your car. 

Oak Garage was established 
as a business 43 years ago, in 
1971. The dealership relocated 
from its old site in Tipton late 
last year and reopened at 
smart new premises on Ster¬ 
ling Park in Brierley Hill near 
Dudley last December. 

With plenty of parking, an 
attractive new showroom and 
modern, well-equipped workshop, 
Oak Garage is in an excellent posi¬ 
tion to provide for all your motor¬ 
ing needs. 

What’s more, the company is 
backed by a wealth of automotive 
retailing and customer service expe¬ 
rience and this is easy to spot from 
the moment you walk onto the prem¬ 
ises. 

Choice 

Oak Garage’s friendly sales team are 
in an excellent position to source more 
cars to order taking into account all 
your personal requirements. 

With more than 1000 ex-Motability 
vehicles available at any one time, they 
are bound to be able to find a car that 
exactly matches your needs and 
lifestyle. 

They also display an interesting 
variety of cars that include small eco¬ 
nomical city cars, compact hatchbacks, 
estates and family friendly MPV 
people carriers. 

They’re displayed at a convenient 
location close to the Merry Hill Centre, 
not miles away on an inaccessible 
industrial estate. 

The dealership also display within 
the Westfield Merry Hill Shopping 
Centre where up to six more vehicles 
are showcased outside Marks and 
Spencer and H Samuel. 

This venture has proved to be highly 
successful for both the dealership and 
the shopping centre itself, so much so 
that the arrangement between Oak 
Garage and the owners of the centre 
has lasted for eight years. 


Westfield Merry Hill Shopping 
Centre is only around 600 yards away 
from the dealership, this makes it easy 
to arrange visits and test drives. 

When it comes to value, Oak Garage 
will take a lot of beating. All prices are 
extremely competitive and prepara¬ 
tion standards are exemplary. 

They specialise in ex-Motability, one- 
owners cars with full service history 
sourced straight from the organisation 
itself, with most carrying guaranteed 
low mileages and being no more than 
three years old. 

Ex-Motability vehicles will have 
been regularly maintained and cleaned 
to a high standard throughout their 
lifetimes and they’ll carry main dealer 
stamps in the service book. 

A considerable number will remain 
covered under the manufacturer’s 
warranty, but for those that fall outside 
this period, cars are sold complete with 
standard three-month warranty cover. 

In addition, there’s also an option to 
upgrade to one, two or three years’ 
comprehensive cover at very reason¬ 
able cost. 

Oak Garage’s unique ‘All Inclusive 


Package’ also includes an HPI Vehicle 
History check and pre-delivery valet 
and access to low rate finance facilities 
from Close Motor Finance and Bar¬ 
clays Motor Loans, two of the best 
names in the business. 

Oak Garage is also able to offer a 
comprehensive servicing and MOT 
facilities from just £99 while you shop 
in Merry Hill. 

Efficient 

People enjoy dealing with Oak 
Garage because of the efficiency and 
friendliness of the staff. Customer care 
has always been of paramount impor¬ 
tance, and over the past 43 years of its 
existence, this company has attained a 
vast number of happily satisfied cus¬ 
tomers who continue to purchase vehi¬ 
cles and have them maintained within 
the workshop. 

To find out more call 01384 75097 or 
visit their website by logging onto 
www. oakgar age .co.uk 

Best of all, why not visit Oak 
Garage’s new showroom which you’ll 
find at Units 1-2 Sterling Park, Merry 
Hill, DY5 1TB. 




Now 

£7,495 

£8,295 

£7,995 

£9,995 

£8,995 

£7,995 

£9,995 

£9,995 

£6,495 

£8,495 

£8,495 

£8,495 

£7,495 

£7,295 

£13,495 

£7,995 

£6,795 

£7,495 

£7,995 

£10,995 

£11,495 


Citroen: 

60 C3 1.6 Exclusive Available From 
60 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI Exc Red 28k 
60 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI Available From 
60 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ Brown 1 lk 
60 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Red 37k 
58 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ Grey 17k 
60 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI Available From 
11 C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Silver 20k 
07 C6 2.7 HDI Eignage Auto Silver 80k 
Ford 

60 C-Max 1.6 Zetec Available From 
60 Fiesta 1.6 Zetec 5dr Available From 
60 Focus 1.6 Zetec/Titanium Available From 
60 Fusion 1.4 Zetec Available From 

Nissan 

60 Cube 1.6 Kaizen Silver 31k 

61 Juke 1.6 DIG-T Tekna White 12k 
60 Note 1.5 Dei N-Tec Red 31k 

60 Note 1.6 N-Tec Auto Black 45k 
60 Note 1.6 N-Tec Auto Red 25k 
60 Note N-Tec Man/Auto Available From 
60 Qashqai 1.5 DCI Acenta Caffe Latte 18k 
60 Qashqai 1.5 Diesel Available From 


Vauxhall Now 

60 Astra 2.0 CDTi Exclusiv Auto Grey 16k £9,995 

60 Astra Exclusiv Man/Auto Available From £7,995 

11 Corsa 1.4 SE Grey 21k £7,495 

60 Corsa SE Man/Auto Available From £7,795 

60 Meriva 1.4 Exclusiv Blue 16k £7,495 

60 Meriva 1.4 Exclusiv Grey 25k £6,995 

60 Meriva 1.4 Exclusiv Turbo 118 Silver 24K £7,795 

60 Meriva 1.4 Exclusiv Turbo 118PS Grey 19k £7,495 

60 Meriva 1.7 CDTi Exclusiv Auto Black 38k £7,495 

60 New Meriva Exclusiv Available From £7,495 

60 Zafira 1.6 Exclusive Grey 17k £7,995 

60 Zafira Exclusiv Diesel Available From £7,995 

Other 

08 BMW 525i SE Auto 4dr Green 77k £9,295 

61 Chevrolet Spark 1.0 Plus 5dr Blue 3k £5,495 

60 Hyundai 130 1.6 CRDI Comfort Auto Blue 10k £8,795 

05 Jeep Cherokee 2.8 CRD Limited Black 93k £4,995 

60 Kia Venga 1.6 Auto Silver 1 lk £8,495 

10 Mercedes Benz A160 1.5 Classic SE Silver 21k £8,995 

61 Peugeot 308 1.6 HDI Access 5dr Vapour Grey 15k £8,995 

60 Renault Gr Scenic Priv Dei Available From £7,795 

11 Seat Altea 1.6 TDICR105 SEDSG Black 16k £9,995 

10 VW Golf 2.0 TDI SE 140 DSG Silver 38k £10,995 


Specialists in 
Ex-Mobility Cars 


We have daily access to over 
500 vehicles 
direct from Motability 

All Cars are One Owner from 
New, Low Mileage and up 
to 3 years old 


Comprehensive Service + MOT 
Plans Available 


from 


£99 


visit us today to view our 
competitive rates 



Massive 

Reductions! 


Reduced to Clear! was Now 

04 Citroen Picasso 1.6 Desire Gold 52k £2,495 £1,995 

09 Ford C-Max 1.6 Zetec Silver 32k £6,495 £6,295 

58 Ford Fusion 1.6 Zetec Clim Auto Red 21k £4,995 £4,495 

60 Nissan Pixo 1.0 N-Tec 5dr Grey 4k £5,995 £5,495 

07 Nissan X Trail 2.2 DCI Columbia Silver 61k £8,495 £8,295 

60 Renault Scenic 1.5 DCI Dyn Brown 34k £7,995 £7,495 

X VW Golf 1.6 S Auto Green 77k £2,295 £1,995 

58 Volvo S40 1.8 SE 4dr Blue 38k £6,995 £6,495 


View more at oakgarage.co.uk 




Contact Us Today 

Tel: 01384 75097 
or: 07747 633 329 

(until 8pm) 

for further details and part exchange 
valuations see our website: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit 1-2, Sterling Park, 

Merry Hill, DY5 ITB 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: I 1-4 
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Motoring 


New Outback has 
that little bit extra 



SUBARU’S Outback isn’t an SUV, but 
offers most of what that class of 
vehicle provides in a package that’s a 
little more rugged than your average 
jacked-up large 4x4 estate. 

After all, its permanent Symmetrical All-Wheel 
Drive system will keep you going long after other 
off road estates have waved the white flag. 

This improved, more efficient version of the 
fourth generation design is based solely around a 
2.0-litre diesel powerplant which you can now 
choose to match with slick Lineartronic auto¬ 
matic transmission. It’s also well equipped and 
smarter inside and out. Overall, a rare choice - 
but for the right kind of buyer, potentially a very 
good one. 

Original 

The Subaru Outback, with a history going all 
the way back to 1996, was the original off-road- 
orientated family estate, with an image that, at 
the turn of the century, placed it comfortably 
alongside big Volvos and Land Rovers as a pre¬ 
ferred choice for the tweed-jacketed country set. 
In more recent times, it’s been a rarer sight on 
our roads - something Subaru’s importers would 
like to change, with the introduction of this much 
improved fourth generation version. 

Paul Hogan of Crocodile Dundee fame was the 
face that originally launched this car back in the 
Nineties and sure enough, it’s easy to imagine his 
grizzled face behind the wheel of one of these 
pounding across the Australian Outback. Or at 
least amongst some of its bumpy but passable 
trails. 

A 50mm increase on ground clearance over the 
standard Legacy Tourer estate on which this 
model is based means 200mm of fresh air beneath 
the bodywork. In any case, cars like this one 
aren’t bought to tackle the Rubicon trail but to 


deal with muddy cart tracks and slippery back- 
roads, with or without heavy trailers in-tow. All 
of which is well within the Outback’s remit 
thanks to its Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive 
system. 

This usually splits power 50:50 between front 
and rear axles in manual models - or 60:40 if 
you’ve gone for the Lineartronic CVT automatic 
version. But it’s also intelligent enough not 
simply to leave it at that, instead cleverly shunt¬ 
ing power around to the wheel which can best use 
it in any given slushy situation. 

In short, it’s better off the tarmac than a car of 
this kind has any right to be. 

Diesel is the only choice for Outback buyers 
these days and there’s just a single 150PS 2.0- 
litre unit on offer. You can at least however, now 
match it to automatic transmission, which at last 
for Subaru creates the diesel power/auto gearbox 
combination most buyers in this segment now 


want.The links between this Outback and the 
Legacy Tourer model it’s based upon are obvious 
to the casual observer - but then, so also are the 
differences. Extended wheelarches and further 
body-coloured protection along the sills also 
emphasise the car’s off-road credentials, as does 
its higher 200mm ground clearance. 

Up-front, this revised model feels more upmar¬ 
ket, featuring smart carbon-effect accents on the 
doors, metallic accents for the centre console and 
the dashboard and a more ergonomic steering 
wheel design. There are classier instrument dials 
too and out back, expect to find 526-litres of space 
with all the seats in place and 1677-litres when 
you flip the useful levers by the tailgate to flatten 
the 60:40 split-folding rear bench. 

Expect to pay around £30,000 for your 
Outback in manual gearbox form: there’s a 
£1,500 premium to find if you want the Lin¬ 
eartronic automatic. 


Top names visit the 
Second City’s show 



CHAMPIONS from the world of racing 
together with thousands of visitors flocked 
to Birmingham’s NEC at the weekend for 
the sell-out Autosport International Show, 
Europe’s largest motor sport event. 

The season-opening event welcomed four 
and two-wheel world champion and motor- 
sport legend John Surtees (pictured) with a 
special display of his competition machines 
from over the years; World Rally Champion 
Petter Solberg; Le Mans winner Alan 
McNish; British Touring Car champions 
Matt Neal and Jason Plato and FI rookie 
Max Chilton, who was announced as Marus- 
sia’s second driver for the 2014 season. 

One of the most popular attractions was 
the large display of current cars from all the 
teams competing in the 2013 FI season laid 
out as an FI grid. 

Autosport International Show director, 
Ian France, said: “It has been simply fantas¬ 
tic to have so many champions and distin¬ 
guished drivers from the world of 
motorsport at the show, and the huge 
number of visitors who flocked to the show 
have been obviously delighted with what 
has been on display.” 


Telford company Cobra Seats, of Hales- 
field, reported a very successful show and 
managing director Mark Dunsford said: 
“This was our largest ever stand and we 
have had over 30 different competition seats 
on display including the very latest FIA seat 
for Honda touring car drivers Matt Neal and 
Gordon Sheddon. We have had a tremen¬ 
dous number of visitors to the stand and 
have also taken several orders for our proto¬ 
type ‘classic style’ seats which have a tradi¬ 
tional and authentic period appearance, but 
are made of the very latest materials and 
components for added safety.” 

Other visitors to the show were Loton 
Park Hill Climb driving school instructors 
Dave Parr and Tim Cross, who viewed the 
latest lightweight Caterham Seven 160 kit- 
car for home assembly, which features a tiny 
turbocharged 660cc three-cylinder Suzuki 
engine giving 80bhp and a top speed of 
lOOmph. 

The performance car section of the show 
featured the latest supercars including the 
Ferrari F12 Berlinetta, Jaguar XKRS GT, 
McLaren 12C GT Sprint, Porsche GT3, and 
Aston Martin’s V8 Vantage S. 


The Honda range, 

available from Nil Advance Payment 


HONDA 

The Power of Dreams 



# 

” ms, 




4 

y- 


CR-V from £999 Advance Payment. 



Motability 

offers you the 
ability to enjoy 
worry-free 
motoring 


Breakdown 
cover and 
insurance 
included 


A new 
car 
every 


3 


years 


BRINDLEY HONDA 

Cannock, Halesowen, West Bromwich and Wolverhampton 

_ Call 08430 223040 or visit www.brindleyhonda.co.uk 

Fuel consumption figures forthe Honda range in mpg (l/100km): Urban Cycle 23.2-70.6 (12.2 - 4.0), Extra Urban 40.4-85.6 (7.0 
(8.7 - 3.6). C0 2 emissions 201 - 94g/km. Fuel consumption figures sourced from official EU-regulated laboratory test results, a 
purposes and may not reflect real-life driving experience. 


- 3.3), Combined 32.5 - 78.5 
re provided for comparison 


To find out how 
Motability can help 
you, talk to our 
specialist today. 


Models Shown: Jazz 1.2 i-VTEC S Manual in Milano Red Non-Metallic, Civic 1.4 i-VTEC S Manual in Milano Red Non-Metallic and CR-V 2.0 i-VTEC S Manual 2WD ii 
and Conditions: Nil Advanced Payment offer on Jazz 1.2 i-VTEC S Manual and Civic 1.4 i-VTEC S Manual, £999 Advanced Payment offer on CR-V 2.0 i-VTEC S Manu 
time of going to print however Honda (UK) reserves the right to change this offer at any time. Models subject to availability. Written details available on request. Tht 
goods. The scheme is available to recipients of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance or War Pensioners Mobility Supplement. To 
receipt of a minimum of 12 months allowance. Valid for applications between 1 January 2014 to 31 March 2014 to Motability Operations Limited (Registered 
House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. Promoter is Honda Motor Europe Limited trading as Honda (UK) at 470 London Road, Slough, Berkshi 
No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. Promoter is Honda Motor Europe Limited trading as Honda (UK) at 470 Londor 


n optional Passion Red Pearl. Terms 
lal 2WD. All offers are correct at the 
e facilities offered are for the hire of 
qualify for this offer you must be in 
Company No. 1373876), City Gate 
lire SL3 8QY. (Registered Company 
n Road, Slough, Berkshire SL3 8QY 


Motability 

™ The leading car scheme for disabled people 
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Motoring 


New Leon 
is boosting 
the figures 
for SEAT 



By Graham Breeze 


THE industry has been predicting big things 
for SEAT and the new Leon has helped the 
company smash sales figures in the past year. 

With 45,312 cars registered, SEAT sold 6,514 more 
cars in 2013 than it did in 2012 - its previous best ever 
year. 

That’s a 16.8 per cent improvement and is SEAT’s 
fifth consecutive annual sales rise, giving the company 
a 2 per cent UK market share. 

The success is underpinned by the third generation 
Leon achieving the model’s best sales ever, with 14,302 
in 2013 and the news comes in the same week that Leon 
was named “2013 best family car” by Car Buyer maga¬ 
zine. 

The SC is the first ever three-door Leon, following on 
from last year’s relaunch of the revamped five-door, and 
will be joined early this year by an estate. 

It’s fashionable these days to brand three door cars as 
coupes and it’s fair to say that the Spaniards have 
achieved that with the stylish SC FR 1.4TSi on test. 

In fact this Leon is completely new with a lower roof 
and stylish tailgate enhancing the profile and despite 
being 35mm shorter than it’s five-door sister there’s 
ample room inside for four. 

Balance 

It’s difficult to fault the car with a good balance of per¬ 
formance and economy linked to sportiness and 
comfort, emphasising just why the younger driver is 
being attracted to the SEAT brand. 

Generating 140ps it’ll get you from a standstill to 
62mph in 8.2 seconds and has a top speed of 131mph 
while able to keep C02 emissions down to an impressive 
119g/km level. On top of that the test model averaged 
54.3mpg. 

Being built on the same platform as the Golf means 
you get good handling and plenty of grip with the FR 
benefiting from SEAT’s Drive Profile Selector - giving 
a choice of throttle and steering response depending 
whether you select eco, normal or sport options. 

All this is controlled through a neat touch screen 
system which is the centrepiece of the fascia which is the 
most disappointing aspect of this newcomer. SEAT have 
gone for the minimalistic approach and it looks boring. 

The Leon has generous specification from base level. 
Every Leon SC comes with air conditioning, sports¬ 
shaped front seats, steering wheel mounted audio con¬ 
trols, seven airbags, remote central locking, anti-lock 
brakes and electronic stability control. 

SE trim adds, among other things, 16inch alloy 
wheels, front fog lights with cornering function, cruise 
control, leather steering wheel and gear knob, XDS elec¬ 
tronic differential lock, and hill hold control. 

Top-of-the range Leon models come wearing SEAT’s 
iconic FR badge, and only the more powerful engines in 
the line-up qualify. All FR cars get 17-inch alloy wheels, 
LED rear lights, dual-zone climate control, dark tinted 
rear windows, and FR-specific front- and rear bumpers. 

The Leon also comes with full-LED headlights, which 
are optional on SE and FR cars providing a powerful 
light beam that’s closer to natural daylight than any 
other sort of headlamp - a really attractive addition. 

SEAT has one of the youngest customer profiles in the 
business, with an average age of just 38, and the Leon 
SC so it’s little wonder this model is resonating with the 
company’s typical buyers. 



TESTED 

SEAT Leon SC FR 
Model: 1.4TSi MOPS 
Top speed: 131mph 
0-62mph: 8.2 seconds 
C02 emissions: 119/km 
Combined fuel: 54.3mpg 
Price: From £16,670 



PRE-REG CLEARANCE 



VERY LIMITED STOCKS — 

63 rim CORSA 1.2 ENERGYAircon 

£8.999 tt V 3 E 36 


63 run CORSA 1.0 S 

£7,499 

SAVE £4,126 

63 run ASTRA ENERGY 1.4 & 1.6 

£11,499J 

SAVE £6,056 


lm335| 

NOW 

ONLY 




LAST FEW MUST GO 


VAUXHALL NETWORK Q USED CARS ▼ ▼ ▼ QUALITY USED CARS 


VAUXHALLANTARA 

2012/62 Antara 2.2 CDTi SE Nav Stop/Start 5dr Hatch, Olympic White, 8000 m.. £16999 

VAUXHALLASTRA 

2011 /60 Astra 1.4 SRi 5 Door Hatchback, Silver Lake, 16000 miles. £9999 

2011 /11 Astra 1.6 Exdusiv 5 Door Hatchback, Power Red, 18000 miles. £8999 

2009/59 Astra 1.6 Exdusiv Hatchback, Panacotta, 25000 miles. £7499 

2013/13 Astra 1.7 CDTI SRi ecoFLEX 1.7 99 C02 Nav Hatch, Carbon Flash, 8251 m.. £13999 
2012/62 Astra 2.0 CDTi GTC SRi Start/Stop 3dr Hatch, Olympic White, 6 miles.. £16999 

2011/11 Astra 2.0 CDTi SRi Estate, Carbon Flash, 29787 miles. £9999 

2012/62 Astra 2.0 CDTi SRi Start/Stop 5dr Hatch, Olympic White, 5434 m £14999 

2012/62 Astra 2.0 CDTi SRi Start/Stop 5dr Nav Estate, Sov/Silver, 13602 m...£1 3499 
2013/13 Astra 2.0 VXR 3 Door Hatchback, Olympic White, 123 miles. £22999 

VAUXHALL CASCADA 

2013/13 Cascada 2.0 CDTi SE Stop/Start 2dr Convertible, Carbon Flash, 2910 m. £17999 

VAUXHALL CORSA 

2013/13 Corsa 1.2 Limited Edition 3dr Hatchback, Olympic White, 9 miles... £10499 

2011/11 Corsa 1.2 Limited Edition 3dr Hatchback, Flame Red, 21000 miles. £8999 

2012/62 Corsa 1.2 SE 5 Door Hatchback, Flame Red, 13687 miles. £7999 

2011 160 Corsa 1.2 SXi 3 Door Hatchback, Star Silver, 18509 miles. £6699 

2012/62 Corsa 1.4 Active A/C 5 Door Hatchback, Flame Red, 2400 miles. £8699 

2013/13 Corsa 1.4 SRi 5 Door Hatchback, Sovereign Silver, 6771 miles. £8999 

2012/62 Corsa 1.4 SRi 5 Door Hatchback, Glacier White, 16119 miles. £8499 

2013/62 Corsa 1.4 SRi Hatchback, Chilli Orange, 8429 miles. £8799 

2011 /61 Corsa 1.6 VXR Blue Edition 3dr Hatch, Arden Blue, 17104 miles. £ 11999 

2013/13 Corsa 1.3 CDTi SXi AC sat Nav eco FLEX 5dr Hatch, Carb/Flash, 5789 m. £10699 

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 

2013/13 Insignia 2.0 CDTi Elite Nav 5dr Hatch, Flip Chip Silver, 15830 miles.. £15499 

2012/62 Insignia 2.0 CDTi Elite Nav 5dr Hatch, Sovereign Silver, 14908 m. £14499 

2012/62 Insignia 2.0CDTi Elite Nav5dr Hatch, Waterworld Blue, 19879 m....£ 14499 

2011/61 Insignia 2.0 CDTi Exdusiv 5dr Hatchback, Silver Lake, 34774 miles. £9999 

2010/60 Insignia 2.0 CDTi Exdusiv 5 Door Hatch, Panacotta, 20322 miles. £9999 

2013/13 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SE 5dr Hatchback, Flip Chip Silver, 13000 miles. £12999 


2012/62 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi NAV 5dr Estate, Olympic White, 12361 miles... £1 7999 
2012/62 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi, 19"alloys 5dr Hatch, Carbon Flash, 5344 m....£1 2966 

VAUXHALL MERIVA 

2011/61 Meriva 1.4 SE 5 Door MPV, Flame Red, 20000 miles. 

2011 /11 Meriva 1.4 SE 5 Door MPV, Pepper Dust, 17214 miles. 

2010/60 Meriva 1.4 SE 5 Door MPV, Oriental Blue, 11000 miles. 

2010/60 Meriva 1.4 Turbo SE MPV, Pepper Dust, 12000 miles. 

2009/59 Meriva 1.6 Active 5 Door MPV, Metro Blue, 22956 miles. 


. £8999 

. £8699 

. £8499 

. £8499 

. £5999 

VAUXHALL MOKKA 

2013/13 Mokka 1.7 CDTi SE Start/Stop 4x4 5dr Hatch, Borocay Blue, 6000 m.£17999 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 

2010/60 Zafira 1.9 CDTi Design 5 Door MPV, Sovereign Silver, 22889 miles . £8999 

2010/60 Zafira 1.9 CDTi Elite 5 Door MPV, Sapphire Black, 20322 miles . £8499 

2012/62 Zafira 2.0 CDTi ecoFLEX Tourer EX Start/S MPV, Sov/Silver, 11 m . £16999 

CHEVROLET AVEO 

2010/10 Aveo 1.2 XS A/C 3dr Hatchback, Sport Blue, 20000 miles. £3499 

CHEVROLETCRUZE 

2012/62 Cruze 1.7 VCDi LTZ 5dr Estate, Satin Grey, 7212 miles. 

2013/62 Cruze 1.7 VCDi LTZ 5dr Hatch, Carbon Flash, 19 miles. 

2012/12 Cruze 1.7 VDCi LT 5dr Hatchback, Ice silver, 4326 miles. 

CHEVROLET SPARK 

2011 /61 Spark 1.0 L 5dr Hatchback, Cool Silver, 10395 miles. 

2011 /61 Spark 1.0 Plus 5dr Hatchback, Cocktail Green, 7000 miles... 

2011/11 Spark 1.2 LS 5dr Hatchback, Cocktail Green, 30000 miles. 

2013/13 Spark 1.2 LT 5dr Hatchback, Ice Silver, 6 miles. 


£11999 
£11999 
. £9999 


. £4999 

. £4499 

. £4499 

. £6999 

OTHER MAKES 

2010/10 Audi TT 1 .8 TFSi 2 Door Convertible, Ibis White, 24000 miles. £14999 

2011 /61 Ford Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 3 Door Hatchback, Vision Blue, 14000 miles. £7999 

2009/09 Ford Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 5 Door Hatchback, Hot magenta, 13574 miles ...£7499 
2010/10 Ford Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 3 Door Hatchback, Glacier White, 30000 miles...£7499 
2011 /11 Skoda Octavia 2.0 TDICR Laurin & Klement 5dr Hatch, Damson Red, 16000 m. £1 2499 



BRINDLEY VAUXHALL WEDNESBURY 08430 221184 


57 Bridge Street, Wednesbury WS10 OAH 

Also at: Main A5, Cannock WS11 1SH Tel. 08430 221126 


www.brindleyvauxhall.co.uk 

CALLS CHARGED AT LOCAL RATE 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/100km) & C02 emissions. Vauxhall range (excluding Ampera): Urban: 14.4 (19.6) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 27.4 (10.3) - 91.1 (3.1), Combined: 20.6 (13.7) - 85.6 
(3.3). C02 emissions (g/km): 324 - 88g/km. Official EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes & actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions & other non-technical factors. Pictures for illustration only. 
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BEST CHEVROLET 
DEALS EVER. 


OFFER PRICE 

now£5,995 

SAVE £2,880 

CHEVROLET SPARK 1.0 LS 


■ABS 

■ Power steering 

■ 6 Airbags (front, side, roof) 

■ Electric front windows 

■ ISOFIX child seat system 

■ CD/Radio with Aux-in & USB connectivity 


OFFER PRICE 

NOW £12,995 

SAVE £2,500 

CHEVROLET TRAX 1.6 LS 


■ Electronic Stability Control (ESC) 

■ Front, side and roof curtain airbags 

■ CD-Radio with USB & AUX input 

■ Bluetooth phone connectivity 

■ Cruise control 

■ Roof rails 

■ Electric front windows 
■Air Conditioning 



BRINDLEY CHEVROLET 

■ Stafford Road, Wolverhampton WV10 6HT ■ Bridge Street, Wednesbury WS10 OAH 

Telephone: 08430 221062 enquiries@brindleychevrolet.co.uk Telephone: 08430 221192 enquiries.chevrolet@brindley.biz 

Browse online: www.brindleychevrolet.co.uk Calls charged at local rate. 


Official Chevrolet fuel consumption figures Spark 1.0 LS (mpg): Urban 42.8, Extra-Urban 67.3, Combined 55.4, CO 2 119 g/km, Trax range: Urban: 34.4-52.3, Extra Urban: 51.3-70.6, 
Combined - 43.4-62.7. CO 2 Emissions 120-l53g/km. Official EU-Regulated Test Data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style. 

Models shown are a Chevrolet Spark 1.0 LS and a Chevrolet Trax 1.6 LS. Vehicles shown features metallic paint at an extra cost of £425. ‘Saving shown against manufacturers list price whilst stocks last. Saving based on a (trim and engine) Model Year 14 Spark and Model Year 14 Trax. Savings available on other Chevrolet models. Prices correct at time of print. Valid for retail registrations 
only. At participating Dealers only. Offer ends 31st March 2014. 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


The co-operatii 


funeralcare 

Locally owned by The Midcounties Co-operative 

Serving the community with care and compassion. 


We offer a We will support you and For information on 

complete 24 hour, your family before, pre-paid plans, call 0800 

365 days a year during and after the 454 9400 or contact 

service funeral your local funeral home 


27 Market Place 

Wednesbury Tel: 0121 556 6998 

wednesbury.funeral@midcounties.coop 


Visit www.co-opmemorials.co.uk for more 
details about masonry requirements 

For more information regarding co-operative 
funeralcare visit www.coopfunerals.co.uk 


© 


Tm 

■m 


When you need 
us we’ll be there 

• 24 hour professional care and attention 

• Beautiful flowers for all occasions 

The co-operative funeralcare 

Central England Co-operative 


359 High Street, 
West Bromwich 


0121 5251909 

www.centralengland.coop/funeralcare 


24-26 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury 

0121 5521170 


Thomas Ely 
& Son 

Funeral Directors 
Established 1884 

01902 605091 

Ely House 
Somerford Place 
Willenhall 

01902 731491 

2 Lichfield Road 
Wednesfield 

W.EJones 

Monumental 

Masons 

01902606213 

Granite House 
Somerford Place 
Willenhall 
(Rear of Thomas Ely) 
www.wejonesmemorials.co.uk 


George Webb & Son 

| FUNERAL DIRECTORS | 

A Comprehensive 
24 Hour Personal Service 
17-19, St. Michael Street, 

West Bromwich, B70 7AB. 0121553 0298 
www. geor ge webb. co .uk 


J. Hart kind & Son 


nihEfUi Di 8 forces 

Al*M#U ItUlM 

S4H»ar 

•imiMftr 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

O JSK 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


funeral services 


9T MARTS 




Birmingham St Mary's Hospice 
welcomes collections to 
support our vital work. 

All donations will help us to 
care for more local families 
living with terminal illness 

For more information on how 
to support your hospice, 
please go to 

www.birminghamhospice.org.uk 
or call 

0121 472 1191 

Reg. charity number: 503456 



LOST GINGER MALE CAT, 

Ginger stripes with white 
patch under his chin. Last 
seen Boxing Day in WV12 area 
wearing blue collar. Is 
Microchipped. Reward 
offered for safe return. 
Call 01922 401532 with info. 




Family 


raWA-ma 

SANDWELL TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 
Protection of Chidren Act 
regulated and Police checked 
Primary, 11 + , SATS, 
Secondary, GCSE, A, Deg, etc 

0121 2124986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 


DESIGNA RECLINER CHAIR little 
used, cost £1,500 will sell £450. 
01922 407305. 

ELITE TRAVELLER PLUS Scooter, 
little used £320. 

01922 407305. 


INVALID SCOOTER TGA Eclipse 
model with basket, bag and full 
cover. Excellent condition £300. 
01543 462538. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


LIGHTWEIGHT WHEELCHAIR, as 

new, fits in boot of car, £120. 

01543 570031. 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831246292. 

ROMA SIROCCO power chair, 
hardly used, as new, cost £1965 
accept £800ono. No calls after 
7pm, to collect. 01785 250529. 




Leisure 

Time 


Indoor Car Boot Sale. 

Saturday IstFecruary 

Walsall FC Supporters Club 

Bescot Crescent, WS1 4TS 
Sellers 9am /Buyers 10am 
Entry 30p / Tables £5 & £7.50 

Call: 01922 621179 to book 


INDOOR CAR BOOT SALE. 

Sunday’s, 12 noon-2pm. £5 a table. 
Brook St Community Centre, Tipton 
DY4 9DD. 07958 684716. 


A BEAUTIFUL PARK near Ludlow. 
Imaculate caravans from £10,000. 
Why go further? 01584 823433. 

All Caravans Wanted 
Any Age or Condition 
*CASH WAITING* 

Immediate collection 

Call Bill on 07760 3m 750 

n 


JUMBLE SALE 

Saturday, 1st Feb 
at 12pm 

St Peter’s Church Hall 
Whitehall Road, 
West Bromwich. 
Admission 20p. 


GUITARS FOR SALE, Eastman 
T146SM, £850. Santana PRS SE, 
£200. 07785 297814. 

UPRIGHT PIANO good condition, 
suit beginner, needs tuning. £280. 
01785 660904 


markets 


BILSTON SUNDAY 
MARKET & CAR BOOT 

52 WEEKS A YEAR, WHATEVER THE WEATHER! 
OVER 150 SHELTERED STALLS 
£15 for 1 / £20 for 2 /£25 for 3, 

NO HHJD! FREE PARKING! 

VOTED THE MIDLANDS BEST! 

SELLERS TURN UP - £10 PER BOOT’ 

BILSTON TOWN CENTRE, WV14 ODN 




psychics 


PSYCHIC READINGS & party book¬ 
ings. West Brom indoor market. 
Special Offer £15. 07957 107958. 


B & B in Tenby 
@ Ashby House 

3 nights from £75 to £100 pp 

En-suite rooms some sea views. 

Close to beach and car park 
Please ring for enquiries and bookings 

01834 842867 

www.ashbyhousetenby.co.uk 




Home & 
Services 


DARK OAK FURNITURE 


Old charm drinks cabinet, 

£100. 


Large dresser with leaded 
lights. 


Oblong table with four ladder 
back fabric seats. 

£150. 

G plan 3 seater sofa. 

£80 ono. 

01922 414766. 


MEMORY FOAM Mattress double, 
new, 10” thick, air flow system, in 
packaging. RRP £599, bargain 
£129. 07450 887796. Can deliver. 

ROLL TOP oak desk, W54”, H51”, 
D29” excellent condition, with filing 
drawer, cupboard, shelves, splits 
for transport. £250. 01785 664818. 

SAGE GREENand cream 3 seater 
sofa with footstool, large matching 
cuddle chair. Immaculate. Never 
used. £650 ono. 07855 067309. 

SUE RYDER NEW Charity shop 
open 27th Sep, Cannock. Need 
donations urgently. 01827 310963 

THREE PIECE SUITE settee and 
two chairs, beige, good condition, 
£150 ono. 01922 625301. 

THREE PIECE SUITE settee and 
two chairs, beige, good condition, 

£200i - 



A BIG BIG SALE on cookers, fires, 
autos, fridge-freezer, built in ovens, 
hobbs, tumble dryers, twin tubs. 
Orders taken by phone. Past & 
Present 24-26 Church St Bilston 
osite Town Hall). 01902 


18SB 


'70. 

FRIDGE FREEZER, an excellent 
machine, £85. 

Telephone 07435 648295. 
FRIDGE FREEZER, in excellent 
condition, £90. Can deliver. 07435 
648 295 


Top Soil, 
Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Sand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01 902 893226 


AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 720270. 


tBIIQXWIGHi 

Timber now on sale 
to the public. 

Sleepers, decking, 4x2 deck 
joists, 4x4 wood posts, 

3x3 wood posts, cant rail, 3x2 
rail, 4x2 rail, 6ft round posts, 
half round rails, 3x1.5in rail, 
f.e.b all sizes, capping rails, 
dried kiln logs and 6ft lath. 
ROCK SALT £5 PER BAG 
WS3 2BQ 

Freephone 0500 506041 or 
01922 712184 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

CORRUGATED Roofing Sheets 

Also tile effect/box proftle/curved 
and z purlins. Call Hornsey Steels 
01547 530419 

FLAVEL EMBER GLOW CLASSIC 

Gas fire, coal, effect, 3 years old, 
excellent condition, bargain £125, 
no offers. 0121 423 1300. 


wr 

A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 
FOR DIE CAST CARS/ 
LORRIES / TOY SOLDIERS 

Air fix, Britains, Corgi, Dinky, 
Spot on, Tri-ang. 

Best prices paid. 

Any condition. 
Collections bought. 
Telephone 01922 721707 
or 07976 691563 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft »Uadro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES 

Tickets and other sports 
memorabilia. 

Top prices paid for the right 
item. 

Call Paul on 01543 251743. 


ITEMS FOR CASH: TV / Laptops 
working / broken, toys, electric 

B oods, bikes. Loft/garages cleared. 
7733 295678 or 0800 8589719. 

MILITARIA WAR ITEMS Wanted 
daggers, helmets, swords, medals 
etc. very good prices paid. 07511 
500 337 



V_ 


AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Plasma, 
LCD, 3D, LED, Projection Repairs. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 


IPHONE 4S black, 16GB, excellent 
condition, £165. 

07919 407563. 




CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain 
laptops and PCs. In West 
Midlands. Virus removal, 
broken screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops from 
£160 & PCs available. 

0121 556 9481 



aerials 


441 


, DIGITAL 
| \ AERIALS 

1 aerial into 2 rooms 


1 aerial into 4 rooms 

WGti rasB 

All work guaranteed 
SAME DAY SERVICE 


01902 858191 
01384 429166 


01543 439095 
01922 716029 
07833 738857 


A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
cad out, 3 years guarantee, OAP 
discounts. Call 07960 173589 / 
0800 633 5899 

AA JONES AERIAL Specialists, Est 
1966, Excellent picture guaranteed 
or no charge. Call: 01902 882568. 

ALAN JONES THE ORIGINAL 

Aerial specialist, the best! Est 1955, 
57 years at the top! Recommended 
by thousands. Genuine, honest, 
100% reliable. We have watched 
them all come and go. Call: 01902 
885985. Any problem solved. 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


building services 


All TYPES OF BUILDING & roofing 
work by Davies & Son. No job too 
small. See us on ‘Rated People’. 
Call 01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV cameras, 
supplied and fitted, domestic and 
commercial, same day service, free 
call out. Call Robbi on 07960 
173589/0800 633 5899 


c 


carpentry & joinery 


C W JOINERY 

DOOR SUPPLIER AND FITTERS 

SPECIAL OFFERS! 

• 6 Panel white grained doors, supplied and 
fitted £54.50 each 

• 6x6 Panel pre-painted doors fully fitted for 
£375 complete with handles 

• NEW! 6x6 Panel pre-painted and plastic 
coated doors fully fitted only £405! 

• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 

• Fit only, Paint or Stain available 

• Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
07810122133 standard sizes apply 



carpet & upholstery 
cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

Carpets dry in 30 minutes. 

Call Paul: 0800112 3959 
www.aclasscarpetcleaning.co.uk 

\ 

carpet cleaning 

V 

Carpets 

Cleaned 

c - r rvW £30 per room 
Book Now! 

Call Joe or Marilyn on 
07513 062571. 

A 

carpet fitters 

v 

A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 
820598/07941 619694. 

\ 

gates 

V 

ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 
quotes, also repairs & fitting. 01902 
606979/ 07903 500642 24 hours. 

handyman ^ 

^ services 

YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 

house ^ 

^ clearances 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Tel: 07852 172641. 

A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Good prices for 
Chesterfield suites. 

Call now on: 
01922 492007 

painters / N 

^ decorators 

A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

sevice by RC Decorating. Free 
competitve quotes: 07773 025880. 

A 

plans prepared 

V 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 
PROFESSIONAL HAND ink 
detailed drawings prepared. Call 
01922 684503/ 07730 888063 


plastering 


PREMIER PLASTERING & TILING 

FREE quotes/ 35 years experience. 
Call 0121 6790473/07961 833738 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 


removals 


ABIE REMOVALS 

local a Distance 
Domestic a Commercial 
Competitive Prices 

Call 07870 341089 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209 / 01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances. Items large 
or small. Call: 01902 741546, 
07917 679360 or 01384 468955. 

TWO MAN & VAN All clearances, 
single items to full loads, removals 
& waste collection. Best prices 
around! Call Lee: 07810 370904 


roofing 


ROOFING 

Flat, main, chimney/gutter repairs 

FREE QUOTES 

01902 752161 / ▲ 

07538 118034 24 hr 


MG^ 
ROOFING 

Flat roofs, tiling, 
roof repairs, fascias 
and gutters. 


01902 238989 or 
07580 465449 


PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601or 07875 387445. 


skip hire 


GQLDSHILL SKIPS 

Skip Hire Transfer Station 

Wants your Waste! Stop the risk of flytipping. 
Open to the public. Any size vehicle. 

Any Quantity. For Best Prices 
Please call: 0121 557 3346 


blinds 


Made-to-measure 

BLINDS SALE 
"50% OFF 

selected blinds & shutters 


TO BOOK A FREE APPOINTMENT 
WITH YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR 

call 0800 916 6563 

orvisitHILLARYS.CO.UK 

HILLARYS 


Measuring & fitting included 


ROMANS • ROLLERS • VENETIANS 
VERTICALS • CURTAINS • SHUTTERS 
AWNINGS • CONSERVATORY BLINDS 
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All sizes 

All areas covered 
Immediate delivery 
Competitive prices 
Fast and Reliable service 

Call:01384 240956 
07920 885774 



RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

A absolute affordable skip 
Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
( 0121 ) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large. 
Screened soil and crushed 
hardcore for sale. All skips for 
weekend must be booked by 
Friday. Call: 0121 555 6060. 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


wrought iron 

V_ 




Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BOXER DOG, good home wanted, 
reluctant sale due to owners ill 
health, S'Amonths, red/white, KC 



POODLE X Powder Puff pups, 
microchipped, first vac’s, 4 weeks 
insurance, £500. 01922 496443. 



Business & 
l Farming 



EARN AN EXTRA WAGE start 
delivering Catalogues for only £25. 
Find out more info: 0121 314 5641. 



BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY Elec¬ 
troplating premises to let, with 
existing machinery. 01922 634055. 
UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 



commercial ^ 
i premises 


BTC PROPERTIES 
UNITS AND OFFICES 
TO LET 

6,000 Sq Ft High St Tipton 
7,000 SQ Ft Yard Tipton 


Offices also available. 

Flexible terms 
Call 01902 497696 or 
07788 591679 



Property 






No Deposit 
**Move In Today** 

Studios from £90pw* 
Rooms from £60pw* 

Includes Most Bills 

Contractors 

Welcome 


AND PROPERTIES 

Tel 0121 568 7400 
j9accommodation.com 


( s 


Midland Landlord Accreditation Scheme 


A MODERN Two-bedroomed 
mid town house in the Rawnsley 
area of Cannock. DG. CH. Off road 
parking. Call 07896 034312. 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 


DSSMOVE.CO.UK the property 
website where properties say YES 
to DSS tenants. 


ONE BED flat, Rugeley, bathroom, 
lounge, kitchen, redecorated, 
parking £310pcm. 07977 921651. 

SINGLE FURNISHED BEDSIT, 

including bills, car parking, Norton 
Canes, no DSS. 01543 279435. 
TIPTON 1 bed flat, new kitchen and 
bathroom with shower, CH, alarm, 
off road parking, in quiet cul-de-sac, 
£370 pern. No DSS. 01902 750941, 
07917 793018. 


TIPTON, 2 bedroom semi-detached, 
garden, Negotiable Deposit, DSS 
family welcome, 07772 857157 

TIPTON, clean room, in shared 
house, £55 pw. 01922 454419 or 
07899 051844. 


WEST BROMWICH, modern studios 
available by town centre, no 
deposits, DSS 35+ welcome, 
07989 619386 



OMAR MOBILE HOME 

Size 45x12ft. 

One bedroom, shower, bath. 


£88,500 ono. 
01902 791248 
07904 616210. 



I BUY HOUSES CASH Any Area. 
Any Condition. Legal Fees Paid. 
Best offer! Call Katey 07779159019 


NOTICE TO READERS 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 


01902 317878 



ClassifiedAds 


|-\ 



UM£„, 


• Many courses to choose from.* 3.5 HRS or 7 HRS Courses 
• Complete 28 HRS of ADR as Driver CPC 
• Available 7 Days a Week (Evenings/Weekends) 

Discounts For OAP’S /Agency Drivers / Group 

Call us on 07969 836034 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 
•1-1 Gold Standard tuition 
■ • Free Assessments 
• CPC Courses 
• Driver Medicals 
• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available _ 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 


Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 



Get 95-100% For Your House-FAST! 


^Free valuation. Free consultation & 100% Confidential. No obligation 

Sf Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 0* Repossession stopped 




0800 092 5743 
01902 489 500 

YellowSpringbok.co.uk 



CENTRAL 

TRANSPORT 


HGV, PCV ALL LICENCE CATEGORIES. CPC AND f D A 11 lift 

ADR COURSES CALL FOR FREE BROCHURES I IIIIIV 


0800 975 7121 

www.hgvdrivertraining.co.uk 

SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE “QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS” 


nurrmw 

DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 

MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902 744726/07831 646601 



CAD TECHNICIAN Team leader 
required with all-round Joinery and 
Metalwork Setting Out experience. 

Apply in writing with full CV to 
Works Manager, A. Edmonds & Co 
Ltd, Constitution Hill, Birmingham 
B19 3JY 

SCAFFOLDER DRIVER 7.5T 

wanted, Birmingham, must have 
valid cards, for immediate start. 
Telephone 0121 515 5035. 

2 & 1 BRICKLAYING GANG. Good 
clean trowel. Good rates. Immedi¬ 
ate start. Call Gavin 07940 012190. 



PERMANENT AND CASUAL PCV 
Drivers (with a valid PCV licence) 
to work from our Hockley depot. 
Email: jobs@thegreenbus.co.uk 



Recently retired offers help 
to Doctors covering all 
aspects of Practice 
Management including 
Commissioning, CQC, 
Finance and Taxation. 
Remuneration and hours by 
negotiation. 

Telephone 01922 624003. 


CNC SETTER OPERATORS and 

Press Setter Operators required. 
Working days / shifts, immediate 
start. Call 0121 580 1000 or CV’s to 
emailus@call4supply.co.uk 

SELF EMPLOYED/retired industrial 
paint sprayer required for occa¬ 
sional holiday/sickness cover. Must 
be familiar with air assisted airless 
system Brierley Hill area. For 
details please contact 01384 76687 



PERSON REQUIRED to train in all 
aspects of administration in a small, 
friendly busy office environment. 
Hours at present 20 plus, but could 
lead to a full time position. Please 
call Kim on 0121 520 6343. 



THE GREEN BUS - join our top 
finance team at our Hockley office! 
Accounts Payable Assistant & 
Accounts Receivable Assistant. 
Candidates should preferably be 
skilled in Sage Line 50 & Excel. 
Both posts permanent, 20 hrs p.w. 
- flexible over 5 day week 
Email jobs@thegreenbus.co.uk 
0121 515 0456 



TIPTON HOMECARE LTD require 
Community Care Workers. Appli¬ 
cants must be honest, trustworthy 
and reliable and CRB checked. 
Hours to suit individuals, evenings / 
weekends, full / part time staff. 
Driver preferred but not essential. 
Areas to be covered Tipton, West 
Bromwich, Wednesbury, Great 
Barr and Dudley. Applicants must 
specify working times. Please 
contact Stuart Higgins 0121 557 
3649 or email stuart.higgins@ 
tiptonhomecare.co.uk 



NEED AN EXTRA INCOME £200- 
£2,000pm - 0121 314 9652. 
www.bericher.info 


MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

JOBSDAY 

Every Thursday our special jobs 
section is packed with the week’s 


Make sure you get your copy - it might 
be just what you’ve been waiting for. 


>.expressandstar.com 


uy Any House 

TZlHF?; 



BLACK COUNTRY 
HOMES 


ill 


We are a family run looal busine 
A fair offer from people you oan trust 

l It) 

v V No fees - Free solicitors 

r. on Ol 902 628047 

1 



pink 


Free confidential service No Fees* 
Any property Any condition 
Any area* Repossessions Stop 
Deceased estates 


CASH PAID FOR 
YOUR PROPERTY 


Guaranteed offer* 

Free solicitors - no fees* 

*Subject to terms 


CallFree 08001691118 , 


0121 308 
7786 

24/7 


ASTON WOOD PROPERTIES 


wra rei=ritiJiWjj:t[H=u 

We pay 


I ■'IHife Ull\* 


Guaranteed offer* • Any condition 
Free solicitors • No fees* 


Kc 


Call C 


£\jS£SNTEED) 

BEST PRICE ON YOUR HOME 




Deuimork 

Home/ 


In a mess? ■ mr 

mrfflflrorn Talk in 

confidence • WE BUY ANY HOUSE 

We can help • ANY AREA • ANY CONDITION 


We can help 

A guaranteed offer* 
no fees* free solicitors 

*Subject to terms 


24-7 0800 
085 6626 


A Better 
ash Deal 


ft’s as simple as that, you 
will get the best deal on your 
home from 

FIRST GENERAL HOMES 
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full time - general 


Are you keen 
to make a 
difference? 


accordT 

group' 


We are recruiting for a number of committed, enthusiastic and 
flexible Personal Care Assistants in Tipton and the surrounding 
areas. 

Personal Care Assistants help to make a difference to 
older adults daily living, you will assist with dressing, meal 
preparation, all aspects of personal care, support with claims 
for benefits and helping the individual on a journey to achieve 
their personal goals and ambitions. We recruit care assistants 
based on attitude, not necessarily experience, therefore if you 
are committed to a career in care then we want to speak to you! 
We have zero hour contracts available for days and nights. The 
job opportunities require flexibility for working early mornings, 
evenings, weekends and bank holidays as part of shift rota. 
You will be required to work across 3 sites which are all in easy 
reach of each other. 

We ask for people with a caring nature who are willing to go the 
extra mile to ensure the highest level of care is provided to our 
service users. In return we offer an excellent suite of learning 
and development opportunities including QCFs/Diplomas, 
career pathways, management support and flexible working 
hours (zero hour contracts). Rate of pay £6.85 per hour. 

For more information please contact the 
Accord Group Recruitment Team on 
0300 111 7000 press option 5 
or email jobs@accordgroup.org.uk 
To apply please visit our website 
accordgroup.org.uk/vacancies 


CARE WORKERS Required for 
Smethwick, Oldbury, Cradley 
Heath and Rowley Regis Ring 0121 
544 7600. Also Bloxwich, Leamore 
and Willenhall ring 01902 724123. 
Must be able to drive and have own 
transport. All training provided, 
experience not necessary. 




■'x 


Motoring 


BMW Z3 Blue, T Reg., 1999, 1.9 
petrol, 66,000 miles, 12 months 
MoT, very good condition. £1,600. 
07811 430751. 

FORD FIESTA STYLE 1.25, MoT, 
tax, 2009, 31k, burgandy met, 
alloys, CD,3dr 

manual,superbcon,cat d £3,995 
07927313012 


E’MMpJid, 25 Y iflrs 

ESTABLISHED 25 Years 
A wide range of cars under £1000 
Open every day. 

Major credit cards excepted 

www.bmamotors.co.uk 

01902 490555 / 07553 358610 
DALE STREET, BILSTON, WV14 7JY 


CITROEN XSARA, 2002, 135,000 
miles, green, MoT, hatchback, 
diesel, good runner, no tax hence 
price £450 ono. 07891 684560. 

CITROEN XSARA PICASSO SX 8V 
1.6 52 reg, light met, only 68k, FSH, 
2 former keepers, 8 months MoT, 
excellent. £1,195. 07507 615478. 

FIAT PUNTO 1.2, 8V, 2001 Y regn, 

§ reen. Taxed, MoT, recent gear 
ox and clutch. Excellent condition 
£650 ono. 01543 462538. 

FIAT PUNTO ACTIVE, 8V 1.2, 3Dr, 
2004, facelift model, 73,000 miles, 
MoT April, metallic blue, £795. 
07976 653388. 

FIAT PUNTO Sporting, 113,000 
miles, tax April, MoT Jan 15, £500 
ono. 07594 683986. 


low mileage (3 Ik),. tax June, 10 
months MoT. Ill health forces sale. 
£750. 07803 901567. 

FORD MONDEO 2.0, X reg, tax till 
end of month, 12 months MoT, 
grey, CD player, clean and tidy, 
£675 ono. 07584 191793. 


FORD FIESTA Zetec Climate, TDCi, 
57 plate, 75k, 1.6, tax / MoT Nov 
2014, 5-dr, silver, excellent condi¬ 
tion. £3,600 ono. 07552 786553. 

FORD FOCUS, 2003, 82k miles, 
silver, alloys, CD, 6 months tax & 3 
months MoT. Good condition, very 
reliable car. £1,650.07930 461831. 

FORD FOCUS CC2 COUPE, 
07(57), 44,000 miles, 1999CC, 
petrol, blue, tax, MoT, immaculate, 
£4,995. 07738 219463. 

MERCEDES C180K ELEGANCE, 
2003, only 38,000 miles, tax/MoT 
June, nice, clean. £2,995 ono. 

07954 725338. 


MINI ONE 

2010, 9,400 miles, blue, fsh, 
salt pack, 1.6 petrol, BMW 
engine, tax/MoT June 2014, 
immaculate condition, one lady 
owner. 

£8,300 ono. 

01922 724837. 


PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Sport. 2008, red, 
tax and MoT’d, excellent condition, 
bargain. £2,200. 07563 326824. 
Cannock. 


SUBARU IMPREZA 
1.5R4WD 

2007, (57 reg), 50,400 miles, 
petrol, abs, electric windows, air 
con, fsh, alarm, 4x4, hi/lo ratios. 
Tax April MoT Nov. 
£3,995. 

07870 214487. 



SUBARU IMPREZA 1.5R 


2007, 50,400 miles, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, air 
con, fsh, alarm, 4wd, 4x4, two 
family owners, tax April, MoT 
November. 

£4,195. 


NISSAN ALMERA1800, 02, metallic 
blue, tow bar, 100,000 miles, long 
MoT, no Tax. Good condition, in 
and out. £580ono. 07412 856487. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
Christmas & Birthday gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


AUTOMATIC 
DRIVING TUITION 

Teaching able bodied and 
disabled. 

Fully adapted vehicle. 

Two hour assessment lesson £34. 
Patient female instructor 

Telephone: 07791 486560 


£9 EACH FOR FIRST 2 Lessons, 

£18 a lesson after. Pass quick on 
manual ex BSM. 07957 254425. 
Wednesbury surrounding areas. 



LEXMOTO VIXEN 125cc. 

2012 Reg., taxed. 

07516 9 f5799/0121 530 4585. 


M & C MOTORCYCLES Get your 
bike ready for next summer. Collec¬ 
tion and delivery. 01922 276552. 



BEST PRICE CAR + VAN HIRE 

Daily,Weekly, Call Practical 0121 
556 1315 practical.co.uk 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


WE PAY BEST 

for all scrap cars & vans 

Scrap it legally Avoid fines 
We supply a certificate of destruction. 
Licence no: EAWML40301 

No Worries Call Chris: 

01902 493110 ft - 
0121 525 5813J Daytime 
01902 659775 


MOB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


scrapcarbuyers.co.uk 

TOP PRICES PAID 
0800 533 51 39 
Ol 21 526 4666 
07795 535 007 


BJ CARS PAYS MORE 

www.bjcars.oo.uk 

Scrap it legally, NO fines, NO comebacks. 
All scrap cars/vans wanted 

Best Prices! 
01902 498542 
01902 658792 EVE 


1st CHOICE 




ANYTHING CONSIDERED 
FREE COLLECTION 
WITHIN THE HOUR! 7 DAYS 


01902 562853 
07977 499516 
07895 346811 - 


crown MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars/vans. 
Call 01902 495758 / 07903 549849. 

WANTED CHEAP CARany make, 
clean, eliable, tax. Cheap, from X 
reg onwards. 07522 036 956. 



accessories & ^ 

services 


TL HARVEY LTD 

DISMANTLER 

Guaranteed second hand parts 
Fully Licensed to Scrap your car 
TRAMWAY CLOSE, DARLASTON 
0121 526 2341 
www.tlharvey.com 




Local 

Information 



MARGARET WINIFRED 
SHELDON (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of 13 Turton 
Road West Bromwich West Midlands 
B70 8LA, who died on 04/01/2014, are 
required to send particulars thereof in 
writing to the undersigned Solicitors on 
or before 11/04/2014, after which date 
the Estate will be distributed having 
regard only to claims and interests of 
which they have had notice. 

ADCOCKS SOLICITORS LIMITED 
27 Lombard Street Lichfield 
Staffordshire WS13 6DP t4oosis 


07870 214487. 


VW GOLF 130 TDi, 2002 reg, 
141,000 miles, black, 3-dr, FSH, 
leather seats, 6 months MoT/tax, 
£1,800. Cannock 07989 783541. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 


SCB CAR HIRE 

From £10 per day 

0800 533 5139 
0121 526 4666 


B MW 318 gE^cldffXTeg, a i r c t , 

cruise control, silver, black interior, 
12 months MoT and tax, £1,395. 
01562 710289. 


07795 535 007 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF SANDWELL (COMPTON ROAD, CRADLEY HEATH) 
(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2014 

1. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Borough Council of Sandwell, in order to facilitate a 
sewer connection to a new housing development by Barratt Homes, in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 14 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, has made an 
Order, the effect of which will be to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding 
in Compton Road, Cradley Heath from its junction with Sydney Road to its junction with 
Whitehall Road. 

2. The alternative route for vehicles will be via St Anne’s Road, Lower High Street, Sydney 
Road and vice-versa. 

3. The Order will take effect on 3rd February 2014, and it is expected that the work will 
take until 22nd February 2014, to complete. The Order may continue in force for a 
period not exceeding 18 months, or until the works in connection with the Order have 
been completed, whichever is the sooner. 

4. Any queries about the work should be directed to Andy Hawk of Hawk Construction who 
can be contacted on 01562 883429 and those relating to the effect of the Order on traffic 
using the highway should be directed to Highway Services on 0845 359 7518. 

THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF SANDWELL (CARTER’S GREEN PUBLIC CAR PARK AND 
ADJACENT HIGHWAY, WEST BROMWICH) (TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF HIGHWAY) 
ORDER 2013 

1. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Borough Council of Sandwell, in order to facilitate 
improvement works to the YMCA at Carter’s Green, West Bromwich by Kier Construction, 
in accordance with the provisions of Section 14 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 
has made an Order, the effect of which will be to temporarily prohibit all vehicles and 
pedestrians from proceeding via Carter’s Green Car Park and the adjacent areas of 
adopted highway as shown hatched on plan number CGI. 

2. The alternative route for pedestrians will be via a temporary footway located adjacent 
to Carter’s Green as shown by a continuous thick line on plan number CGI. 

3. Temporary parking for the gym and St Andrew's Church will be located adjacent to the 
Church as shown cross hatched on plan number CGI. 

4. The Order will take effect on 31stJanuary 2014, and it is expected that the work will 
take until 30th April 2015, to complete. The Order may continue in force for a period 
not exceeding 18 months, or until the works in connection with the Order have been 
completed, whichever is the sooner. 

5. Any queries about the work should be directed to John Gorman of Kier Construction who 
can be contacted on 01242 222622 and those relating to the effect of the Order on traffic 
using the highway should be directed to Highway Services on 0845 359 7518. 



DATED this 30th day of January 2014 
N SHARMA, Director of Legal and Governance Services 
Sandwell Council House, Oldbury, West Midlands 


i-^-j HIGHWAYS 

AGENCY 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984-SECTION 14(1)(A) 

THE M5 MOTORWAY (JUNCTIONS 2 TO 3 OLDBURY) 

(TEMPORARY 50 MILES PER HOUR SPEED RESTRICTION) 

ORDER 2014 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Secretary of State for Transport 
intends to make an Order on the M5 Motorway, in the Metropolitan 
Borough of Sandwell, to carry out bridge repairs. 

The effect of the Order will be to impose a 50 miles per hour speed 
restriction on the - 

a) southbound carriageway of the M5 from a point approximately 
400 metres south of the entry slip road leading from M5 Junction 2 

to a point 800 metres south of the centreline of the railway overbridge 
located north of the B4169 (Cakemore Road); and 

b) northbound carriageway of the M5 from a point 800 metres south of 
the centreline of the railway overbridge located north of the B4169 
(Cakemore Road) to a point 400 metres south of the junction of the 
exit slip road leading to M5 Junction 2. 

Work will be carried out overnight between 22:00 hours and 06:00 hours 
and is expected to start on Monday 24 February 2014 and continue for 
approximately one month. The Order will come into force on Monday 
17 February 2014. 

Vehicles being used by special forces and vehicles being used by the 
emergency services will be exempt from the speed restriction. 

For further information, please contact Letty Askew on 0121 687 4137. 
Paul Siddall, a Higher Executive Officer in the Highways Agency 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Sundial Lane, Great Barr) 
(Temporary Road Closure) Order 2014 

1. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that in order to facilitate cable renewal works by BT 
Openreach, the Borough Council of Sandwell, in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 14 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and in not less than seven days 
from the date of this Notice, intends to make an Order, the effect of which will be to 
temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding in Sundial Lane, Great Barr from its 
junction with Queslett Road to its junction with Beacon Close. 

2. The alternative route for vehicles will be via Beacon Close, Hollywood, Whitecrest and 
vice-versa. 

3. The Order will take effect on 10th February 2014, it is expected that the work will be 
completed and the road re-opened by 14th February 2014. The anticipated hours of 
working are 22.00hrs - 06.00hrs. The Order may continue in force for a period not 
exceeding 18 months, or until the works in connection with the Order have been 
completed, whichever is the sooner. 

4. Any queries about the work should be directed to Karen Fanti of BT Openreach who 
can be contacted on 0121 498 4112 and those relating to the effect of the Order on 
traffic using the highway should be directed to Highway Services on 0845 359 7518. 

DATED this 30th day of January 2014 

N SHARMA, Director of Legal and Governance Services 

Sandwell Council House, Oldbury, West Midlands 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you may fax any advertising requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 01902 713146 

or email marie.hogg@expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council Of Sandwell (John Wesley Way, Old College Drive, River Walk, 
Waterside Avenue, Tame Crossing, Wednesbury) (20Mph Speed Limit Zone) 
Order 2014 

This Notice replaces that published on 12th December 2013, entitled: The Borough 
Council of Sandwell (John Wesley Way, Old College Drive, River Walk, Waterside Avenue, 
Tame Crossing, Wednesbury) (20mph Speed Limit Zone) Order 2013. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell in exercise of its powers under Sections 1 and 2 of the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and after consultation with the Chief Officer of Police in 
accordance with the provisions of Part III of Schedule 9 to the said Act of 1984, has made 
the following Order:- 

1. No person shall drive any vehicle at a speed exceeding 20mph on any of the lengths of 
road specified in the Schedule to this Notice. 

2. The provisions of this Order shall not apply to:- any vehicle on an occasion when it is 
being used for fire brigade, ambulance or police purposes, if the observance of that 
provision would be likely to hinder the use of the vehicle for the purpose for which it is 
being used on that occasion, or to a vehicle being used:- 

(a) for Serious Organised Crime Agency purposes, or 

(b) for training persons to drive vehicles for use of Serious Organised Crime purposes. 
However, (except where it is being used for training by the person by whom it is being 
driven), the exemption does not apply in relation to a vehicle unless it is being driven by a 
person who is being trained in driving vehicles at high speeds. 

3. The Order shall not apply to a vehicle if it is a vehicle used for naval, military or air 
force purposes and that vehicle if it is being driven by a person or a member of the 
armed forces of the Crown on an occasion when:- 

(a) the person driving the vehicle is a member of the special forces as defined in the 
Road Traffic Exemptions (Special Forces) (Variation and Amendment) Regulations 
2011;and 

(b) the vehicle is being driven: 

(i) in response, or for practice in responding, to a national security emergency by a 
person who has been trained in driving vehicles at high speeds; or 

(ii) for the purpose of training a person in driving vehicles at high speeds. 

4. This Order shall come into effect on 6th day of February 2014, and may be cited as The 
Borough Council Of Sandwell (John Wesley Way, Old College Drive, River Walk, Waterside 
Avenue, Tame Crossing, Wednesbury) (20mph Speed Limit Zone) Order 2014. 

Schedule 
(John Wesley Way) 



Personals 

L 



(Old College Drive) 

(River Walk) 

(Waterside Avenue) 

(Tame Crossing, Wednesbury) Their entire lengths 

Dated this 30th day of January 2014 

N SHARMA, Director of Legal and Governance Services, Sandwell Council House, 
Oldbury, West Midlands 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Economy 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2010 
I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a major application. 

DC/14/56699 Warwick Fmr Springfield & Proposed residential 

Homes Ltd Brickhouse development (outline 

Neighbourhood Office application for access). 

And Adjacent Land 
Dudley Road 


★ ★★ 

RETIRED GENTLEMAN 69 

Honest, caring, easy going, 
WLTM widow lady, 67 to 71 for 
friendship and companionship 
for days out and holidays. 

All areas, photo please. 
Box Number PI 9037, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


XTASIA SWINGERS CLUB 

West Bromwich, www.xtasia.co.uk 
for full information. 07850 236053. 



LOCKETT 

ROYAL MARINE WW2 


Rowley Regis 
B65 8PX 


This is a major application. 
DC/14/56700 Warwick 
Homes Ltd 
Site Of Nos 
118-152 


Intervate Limited 
Portersfield Road 
Cradley Heath 
B64 7BQ 


Whitehall Road 


Tipton 


Outline application for a 
residential development (to 
address access, with layout, 
appearance, landscaping 
and scale reserved). 


Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth 
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday to 
Thursday, and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) or via the Council’s Public Access website 
(www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR NICK BUBALO, Area Director - Regeneration and Economy 


Christian name unknown, and 
lived in Walsall area. He was 
married and at Salisbury Plain 
in late 1940, early 1941, proba¬ 
bly training. He was still in the 
Royal Marines in 1948-49. 
He was a close friend of gunner 
John (Jack) Nolan who served 
in the 1st Field Brigade R.A. 
John was also from Walsall 
area and was a Champion 
Boxer in the 1930’s and an 
Army Champion. 

I am seeking any information 
about Lockett for Family 
research, if you could please 
contact me, Antony Stone at 
tonyandkate18@ 
hotmail.com 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 


Cars, Caravans, Household Goods etc. 





FOR 6 NIGHTS 



6 nights Free if you do not sell! 

Includes one week online and your local Chronicles 


TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 


‘SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10.2012. Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 
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Appliance Repairs 


PdD Domestic 

Specialising in repairs of washing 
machines, dishwashers, gas & 
electric cookers, hobs, microwaves, 
fridge freezers and cooker hoods etc. 



You won’t find anywhere cheaper! 
FREE CALL OUTS 


0121 532 5965 / 
07825 148338 

pddomestics@hotmail.co.uk 


Aerials 

LUKES AERIALS 

SANDWELL 0121 445 0318 Lukes Mobile:07864 590543 


DIGITAL AERIAL Fitted from £49 
TUNING & SET UP TV from £20 
REPAIRS & REMOVE AERIAL from £29 


(SPECIAL OFFER) Aerial into 2 rooms £80 
(SPECIAL OFFER) Aerial into 3 rooms £99 
(SPECIAL OFFER) Aerial into 4 rooms £120 


TREE QUOTATION* *FREE ADVICE* *BEST PRICES* 


Builders 


Christian Builders 

All Building Work Undertaken 

30 Years Experience 

• Extensions • Alterations 

• Garden Walls • Re-pointing 

• uPVC Fascias, Guttering & Soffits 

• Drives and Patios • Roofing 

• Conservatory Bases 

CALL FOR FREE QUOTATION 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
0121530 4962 After 6 pm 
Mobile 07415 396040 




SU ELDING 

SERVICES 

We specialise in:- Extensions, Loft Conversions, Garage Conversions, 
Plastering, Alterations, Kitchens, Bathrooms, Roofing 

For Free No Obligation Quote call Adrian 

0121 556 5806 - 07950 904087 


Building Plans 


I I BUILDING 
1 J J DESIGN 


Plans drawn for loft conversions, extensions, structural alterations, 
house extensions and alterations etc. 

• FREE Advice • Competitive prices • Fast friendly service 

0121 530 0787 or 07748 981163 

dave@djbbuildingdesign.co.uk 

www.djbuildingdesign.co.uk * 


Blinds & Curtains 


BARGAIN BLINDS 

7 VERTICAL BUNDS FROM £199 

WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY 
! ‘LIKE FOR LIKE 9 QUOTE 

FREE Quote FREE Fitting 
FREE Child Safety Features 

Free Phone 0800 0347 111 
^ www.ukbargainblinds.co.uk 


Blinds Less 


Top quality blinds 
at budget prices 

"We will beat any ike lor lihe quote" 

Local company, 
full range of blinds 


Call 01902 500204 / 
01384 886162 
or 07989 588728 
www.blinds4lessdirect.coiii 


jggSjigggg* 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained, Insured 
C.R.B. Registered Staff 

Friendly Service 

For Free Quotes 

Tel: 0121 635 9152 
07816817744 


Double Glazing 


• Locksmiths (24hr) . Broken Hinges 

• Handles • Misted Unit 

• Rubber Seals 

• CONSERVATORY LEAKS 

• Guttering and Fascias 

• Building and Property maintenance 

• Landlords/Commercial work undertaken 


a® @MD ffitecCs 03? @£U? 


< OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ^ 

www.window-wizard.co.uk 




* Interior and exterior 
painting and decorating 

* “Special discounts available from 
now until Easter when quoting 
Chronicler 

* Special rates for OAPs 

0121 434 5679 
07507 070786 . 



Est 1968 
Fully Insured 

Working to suit all budgets 
FREE NO 

OBLIGATION QUOTES 


07450 866093 

B70 OSF 

www.ntsmithpainteranddecorator. 

webs.com/aboutus 


M&B PAINTING 
& DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 


Electricians 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 

ELECTRIC 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

0121 422 3549 
07974 428 603 


‘No Job Too Small ' 


[0 GOLDIE ! 
| B ELECTRICAL j 
i Q SERVICES i 

• • Full/Part Rewires I 

| • Extra Lights and Sockets | 

. t Security Lighting . 

I t Garden Electrics D 

I • All electrical repairs 1 

| FREE Quotes /No call out charge | 
I 35 years experience i 

Tel: 0121-553 7344 
i_MoNlej_07866804907J 


Mod-Cert 

(iiCIIHCA. AiMVCU 


• Complete rewires 

• Shower installations 

• Testing/Certs 

• Fuseboard upgrades 

• Security Alarms 

• Domestic/Commercial/Industrial 
Call now for a Free Quote 

Tel: 0121-533 9227 
24 HOUR 07733 344558 

ELECTA 

Reg EPP31405 


MBCJ electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: , 

0121 3690311 _ ' 

07939 503905 

mbelectric. co. uk 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 




To advertise your business and reach over 65,542 potential customers... 
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i Call us on... 

| 01902319590 JK3 

E-mail us at... 

L.dandy@expressandstar.co.uk 

Post to... ] 

Lisa Dandy Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake I 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB A 








































































































































Gardening 


Motor Spares and Repairs 


Plumbing & Heating 


NAJRAN DIRECT 


Building & Fencing Supplies 

Heavy Duty Lap Panels 

6x6 (fully framed) .£13.90 

6x5.£12.90 

6x4.£11.75 

6x3.£10.90 

Gravel Boards Patt/Plain £7.45 Cement £2.99 • Slabs from £1.80 
F/edge Panels 

6x6.£18.95 

6x5.£17.50 

6x4.£16.50 

6x3.£15.00 

10% OFF FOR TRADE ON FENCING MATERIALS 

IbBIB 

Mobile 13kg Butane ... 

Gas 1 9kg Propane 

Heater 47k g p r0 p ane 

Packages „ 

£85 available) 

Any like for like quote beaten* 




Tat Bank Road, Oldbury B69 4LA 
Telephone: 0121 544 4286 Mobile: 07738 362501 


V OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK Quote ref: SWCHRON J 


T&D FENCING 




FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 


g 0121-565 4533 


L. M. Sheds & Fendng 


Quality tongue & groove Sheds - treated, felted, erected 
• All sizes made to order 
• Concrete Posts • Gravel Boards 
Fence Panels supplied or ‘supplied and fitted’ 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121 601 8034 
07940 302064 | 
07833 312126 


• Fei 



VK 

FENCING SPECIALISTS 

We also specialise in 


•Driveways and Patio’s 
•Block Paving 
•Slabbing 
•Garden Walls 
•Tree Felling 
• Garden Clearance 

FIVE YEAR GUARANTEE ON BLOCK PAVINC 
FOR A FREE QUOTE 

Call: 0121-525 5546 

v or Mobile: 07984 353753 A 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


ROWAN TREE S GARDEN SERVICES I 3V BAK€RSAUTO“5 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


Age concern & Local Authority Contractor 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) 
All staff C.R.B. Certified 


Locksmiths 


I 
I 

LOW PRICES! I 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS | 
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED , 


10% DISCOUNT ON ALL FENCING 


PRODUCTS INCLUDING GATES 


20% DISCOUNT ON FENCING OR GATES 
FITTED IN JANUARY & FEBRUARY 



rylockRite 

t IocjI locksmith & 
Secartty services 

YW* CD 


✓ lock outs, lost Krf*. Broken lock* 

✓ Emc-'ijercy lock & door evening 

✓ uPVt ipecUlitt 

✓ Key Cutting on t gg rfii 

h Standard ka wn ct 

approved locks used * b*362|HLHH5 

v Double GUuing Ural kep4ir\ 


CMICKIO 


*> m: 


0121 564 0049 


Lock replacement from £25.00 

UPVC Door - Window Repair Specialist 
•Glass Replacement •Lockouts •Vehicle Entry 
Professional Locksmith Service 
Low Fixed Prices/No VAT 

07877 941019 

www.oldbury-smethwick-locksmith.co.uk 


Loft Ladders 


LOFT SERVICES 

• Loft Ladders supplied & 
fitted from £99 

• New or enlarged loft access 
• Loft Flooring fitted 
• Loft Insulation 


UPVC drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 

£185 fully fitted 


For advice call Carl on 
0121 556 1761 
Mobile: 07502 103997 

14 years’ experience 


LATE AND EARLY ROVER SPARES 
Diagnostics & Key Fob Programming 
All service work 
MOT and MOT work 
Recovery and ELV Wanted 

0121 708 0006 

797 Warwick Road, Tyseley, Birmingham B11 2EL j 
robert-baker@btconnect.com 


VK GARDENS AND 
BLOCK PAVING SPEOAUSTS 


We also speaalm in 

• Driveways & Patio’s # Garden Walls 

• Fencing • Tree Felling 

«Slabbing • Garden Clearance 


FIVE YEAR GUARANTEE ON BLOCK PAVING 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 

Call: 0121-525 3346 

v or Mobile: 07984 353753 , 


DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 


B 


Plastering 



P. A. Palmer 

Plasterer 

Covers the Whole 
of Sandwell 

Tel: 01384 250997 


'( 




HOUSEHOLD 

l_ U l\4 BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs 'est^ 
“ Supply and fit or fit only v ' J994 - y 


TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 A 
v—www.household-plumbing.co.uk —^ 



COMFORT Plumbing & Heating 

• Over 25 years experience 

• Install, service and repair all central heating systems 

• All gas and plumbing work undertaken • No job too small 

• All work guaranteed • FREE written quotes 

Telephone: 0121-531 0277 Mobile: 07973 940002 


comfortplumbingheating@gmail.co.uk 




SIN HEATING SOLUTIONS 


Complete central heating Installation 
A Rated (Combi boiler, 7 rads) from £1900 
LPG Work Now Being Undertaken 
A Rated Boiler Change from £950 
Tank System to Combi Boiler from £1100 



Tel:078l4 881504 
30^7 HO OBLIGATION • FREE QUOTE _ 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/01562 730882 


• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 


• General/Breakdown Service 


• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, 

550781 

Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 
• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 


L03 

Plumbing Services 

• Specialist in small plumbing repairs 
• Tap repairs • Overflows • Tanks 
• Burst pipes • No Flushes 
General plumbing repairs and guttering 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
Over 35 years' experience 
For a friendly, reliable service 
Call Paul on 077 51 669066 




NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 945 
9121 557 5959 


Property Maintenance 


C.A. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your 
refurbishment needs on plastering, 
boarding, overboarding, partitions, 
re-skimming and artex covering 

Plot %€>*> 


07538718264 


lEiiiuiiiSlH 

ALL ASPECTS OF PLASTERING 
WORK UNDERTAKEN 

• AFFORDABLE • DEPENDABLE • RELIABLE 

• FRIENDLY CLEAN SERVICE* FREE DUOTES 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

07986657832 
,-, t 0121 5209765 

GO* elPSe 


W.H. SERVICES 


PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

★ Fitted KitcFiens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
* Complete House Renovation 
^ .*> . ★ Plastering 

★ Painting & Decorating 
J—★ Plumbing / emergencies 
★ Building work 

All work guaranteed 
{ For a FREE quote call 

Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 556 5294 Mobile: 07817 727261 




Local 

Specialists 





SB PROPERTY 
SERVICES 

• CARPENTRY 

• PLUMBING 

• DECORATING 

• TILING 

• UPVC WINDOW & 
DOORS 

• DOUBLE GLAZED 
UNITS RE-PLACED 

OAP DISCOUNTS 

Call Steve: 

07454 550660 


To advertise your business and reach over 65,542 potential customers... 
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i Call us on... 

| 01902319590 JX3 

E-mail us at... 
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Lisa Dandy, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 1 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB A 









































































































































Page 54, SANDWELL CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 30 2014 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 



Roofing 


Specialists 


A1 Little Job Man 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Fiat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES - FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1382 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 


SMITHS PROFESSIONAL 
ROOFING SPECIALIST 


Over 30 Years’ Experience 
Reliable, small family business 

REDUCED 
RATES OARS 
FREE ESTIMATES 

All work backed by written guarantee 

Roof sealing. Save the cost of a 
new roof, have it sealed. Pointing, 
Guttering, Flat Roofing, Chimneys, 
Slates and Tiles 

Tel: 0121-555 6542 

WOODLANDS STREET 
SMETHWICK 


Rubbish Removal 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich _ 



P ™ ™ ™ " "i 

n ft n ^ C EST ■ 0VER 

ftUD O I 20YEARS | 

RUBBISH 

1 A CHEAP RUBBISH 
| REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

, Small Jobs 

>N0 problem 

I We load, 

No Skips 

| Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, 

I Garage, Fridges, White I 
1 Goods, House Clearances B 

| 0121 5006033 | 

07938 207122 



RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


\ mini/midi rn 

Vjkips nij/ 

(0121) 520 3388 
07721 387990 



BROMLEY CARPETS’ 


• Carpet, Vinyl & Laminate 
Floorlaying Specialists 

t Massive range of samples straight to your door 

• Choose At Home Service 

t Bromley Carpets promise not to overcharge you for 
carpet or flooring 

• And will not rip you off with hidden charges for 
extra services like moving furniture and removing 
old carpets and waste 

• FREE No Obligation Estimates 
and Surveys 

t Unfortunately, due to overwhelming demand for 
carpet fitting, laminate flooring and contract work, 
we are unable to offer a dedicated carpet and 
upholstery cleaning service at this time. 


V\LL- /VrX\-JOFt 

err ED/ t 

CXXESDS 
X\ CCEEEED 

Call Andy or Tommy Bromley on 0121-525 8870 
1L .Q 07956 308581 
Bromley Carpets is a Trade Mark Registered Company 

BEWARE OF IMMITA TIONS 




RAW GUTTERING 

and PLASTICS 

• Replacement Guttering, Clearing and Clearing. 

• Replacement and repair services are available. 

• Free Survey 

For a FREE no obligation quote, 
call Warren on 

07850 878 575 or 01384 859153 
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Aldridge 
shutout 
cuts down 
Brummies 

Birmingham Barbarians 0 
Aldridge 81 

MANAGING at last to field a 
representative side for the 
first time in many weeks, 
Aldridge took no time in 
overwhelming Birmingham 
Barbarians in this re¬ 
arranged league fixture. 

A couple of tries in the 
first five minutes put the vis¬ 
itors firmly in the driving 
seat and it became one-way 
traffic from then. 

Play was interrupted in 
the first half by a thunder¬ 
storm but there was no 
respite for the home side 
when play resumed. 

Aldridge gave a dynamic 
display and although the 
deteriorating conditions 
meant not all the passes 
went to hand there was 
plenty of ambition and 
determined ball carrying 
throughout. 

Injuries in the second-half 
compounded Ba Bas prob¬ 
lems as they stuck to their 
task of trying to stem the 
blitz but by the end Aldridge 
had amassed 13 tries with 
eight conversions. 

Centre Nick Yates got a 
hat-trick. No.8 Chris Balm- 
forth and winger Will 
Durant got a brace apiece 
and other scorers were 
Adam Reed, Jacob Holding, 
John Bromwich, Dan 
McKenna, Steve Winfield, 
and Alex Holding. The eight 
conversions were by Alex 
Yates. 

Brunt calls 
to ease up 
on Saido 

Captain Chris Brunt has 
warned Albion they cannot 
heap pressure on Saido 
Berahino to score the goals 
to keep them in the Premier 
League. 

Brunt reckons Berahino is 
too young to shoulder the 
goalscoring burden alone 
and urged his fellow mid¬ 
fielders to take up the slack. 

The Albion captain has 
warned 20-year-old 

Berahino cannot be over¬ 
loaded. 

“ Saido’s goals have 
spoken for themselves but 
people forget that he’s still a 
young guy and he’s coming 
off the back of quite a serious 
injury,” said Brunt. 

“We can’t just chuck him 
in and stick all the pressure 
on him to score goals 
because it wouldn’t be fair 
on him. 

“It’s not that he’s not 
capable, because he is.” 


Swans leave City with the blues at home 


Birmingham 1 Swansea City 2 

DISAPPOINTED Blues boss Lee 
Clark felt his side had missed a big 
chance to cause an FA Cup upset 
after a 2-1 home defeat to 
Swansea. 

The Swans’ poor recent run 
looked set to continue when Lee 
Novak’s glancing header gave 
Birmingham a deserved lead in the 
fourth-round tie. 

But the introduction of Wilfried 
Bony at the interval changed the 
game, with the Ivorian scoring 
twice in three minutes to take his 
tally to 16 for the season. 

Clark praised Bony’s contribu¬ 
tion but believes his team passed 


up an opportunity to pull off a 
repeat of their League Cup success 
against the Premier League outfit. 

Clark also said the decision to 
omit Nikola Zigic from his match- 
day squad had been for football 
reasons. Goalscorer Lee Novak 
added: “We’re disappointed we 
didn’t get through. But we proved 
we can match the big teams and I 
thought we played them off the 
park in the first half.” 

In the opening seconds Ashley 
Williams had to clear a threatening 
ball from Blues debutant Albert 
Rusnak after Alejandro Pozuelo 
gifted Chris Burke possession. 

It was little surprise when 


Football 


Swansea fell behind in the 15th 
minute. Burke whipped in an 
inviting cross and Novak glanced 
an excellent header beyond 
Gerhard Tremmel’s despairing 
dive. 

It could have been 2-0 three 
minutes later. Tremmel saved a 
Rusnak shot but released the ball 
as he was set to slide out of play on 
the sodden surface, allowing 
Shane Ferguson to get in an effort 
on goal which Williams cleared. 
Swansea rallied as Pablo Hernan¬ 
dez volleyed over before Alvaro 
Vazquez wasted a great opportu¬ 


nity, getting on to a Pozuelo pass to 
round goalkeeper Colin Doyle but 
fire hopelessly wide. 

Burke beat Chico Flores with 
ease to get away an effort which 
rolled wide before Swansea 
spurned a great chance four 
minutes prior to the break. 

Flores nodded down a Hernan¬ 
dez free-kick but Amat prodded 
over from inside the six-yard box. 

Swansea began to enjoy a decent 
period of pressure around the hour 
mark, with Roland Lamah volley¬ 
ing a good chance against Bony, 
who had replaced Hernandez, 
before Mitch Hancox made a ter¬ 
rific tackle as the Ivorian went 


through on goal. Bony’s strength 
and movement was causing Birm¬ 
ingham all manner of problems 
and Doyle saved well at his near 
post from a fierce low shot. And the 
£12m man got his reward by firing 
in the equaliser in he 67th minute. 

Lamah’s cross was at an 
awkward height but Bony dis¬ 
patched a left-footed volley beyond 
Doyle. 

Two minutes later Swansea 
broke through Lamah and 
Pozuelo’s tee-up saw Bony shift 
away from the advancing Doyle 
and fire past the two defenders on 
the line to turn the game on its 
head. 


Rain, lightning or hail 
can't stop Wednesbury 


Wednesbury RUFC 32 Market Drayton 6 

THIS week Wednesbury entertained 
Market Drayton, a game played in 
appalling conditions. 

The game started in heavy rain and the weather went 
rapidly downhill with thunder, lightning and hail storms, 
at which point the referee took the players from the pitch. 

This was a hard game for both sides and conditions did 
not help. After 10 minutes the referee considered it safe to 


carry on. 

From the restart the 
home side was soon into 
action and on the attack. 

They drew the Drayton 
defence infield allowing 
Chris Bartley to receive the 
pass to go over in the corner 
for the first try, no conver¬ 
sion. 

Shortly after Wednesbury 
were awarded a penalty and 
Tom Huggins gained the 
points. 

At this stage Wednesbury 
were the dominant side with 
their forwards going 
through phases of play 
keeping the visitors in their 
own half. 

During one of these pas¬ 
sages of play the ball was 
offloaded to John Mcgregor 
to go over for the second try, 
Tom Huggins converted. 

The home side allowed 
their visitors to get back 
into the game kicking two 
penalties within a few 
minutes. 

Just before halftime 
Wednesbury increased their 
lead with another penalty 
kicked by Tom Huggins, 
which left the half time 
score at Wednesbury 18 
Market Drayton 6. 


Rugby 


Wednesbury started the 
second half well but in 
allowing Market Drayton 
too much possession this 
restricted their play 
making. 

Wednesbury’s forwards 
were still controlling the 
game, this paid off when 
Dale Doughty using his 
power and considerable 
bulk to drive over the line 
for their third try with 
Huggins adding the extra 
points. 

With 10 minutes remain¬ 
ing Rhys Nickle collected 
the ball on the half way line 
danced and jinked his way 
through the Market 
Drayton defence for 
Wednesbury’s fourth try, 
Huggins again added the 
conversion. 

Coach Tom Huggins 
awarded Wednesbury’s man 
of the match to Matt Dale. 

Wednesbury’s next game 
is in two weeks time away to 
Newcastle (Staffs) kickoff is 
at 2.15pm. 

Wednesbury Seconds lost 
a very close game against 
Bournville Thirds 7 to 10. 


Academy squad net their place in the Nationals 


A NETBALL team from 
West Bromwich have fought 
their way into the national 
finals. 

George Salter Academy’s 
under-14s earned their place 
among the top 20 schools in 
the country last weekend 
with just a one goal lead. 

They were representing 
the county at the West Mid¬ 
lands Regional Schools tour¬ 
nament which was in 
Telford last weekend. 

George’s found them¬ 
selves in a difficult group 
with schools from across 
Worcester, Shrewsbury and 
Birmingham such as Wrekin 
College, Fairfax and King 
Edwards. 

The team started well 
with a comfortable win 
against Fairfax. 

However,As the winds 
picked up the conditions 
became increasingly diffi¬ 
cult and the team had to 
adapt their game very 
quickly, still coming out on 
top against Wrekin and 
Hereford. 

George’s finished second 
in their group after losing 8- 
7 in a thrilling match against 
Tudor Grange. 

This meant they were 
through to the semi-finals 
against Kings School College 
and were one win away from 
the National Finals. The 
Salter girls got off to a flying 
start with calm and con- 



The squad, Grace Porter-Deleon (captain), Ellie Bennett, Daisey Cotterill, Nikita 
Samra, Rhea Patel, Chloe Brown, Tumba Katanda, Eden Riley and Nasara Arnett 

trolled play by Ellie minute of the match with qualified. Amongst the 
Bennett playing in centre just a one goal lead. excitement of qualifying, 

and perfect shooting from Knowing they were up George’s concentration 
both Nasara Arnett and Daisey Cotterill and Rhea dipped and they were 
Tumba Katanda. Patel maintained posses- beaten in the final by Tudor 

Captain Grace Porter- sion for the team. Grange. The National 

Deleon kept her team calm As the final whistle went Finals will be in Liverpool 
as they went into the final and George Salter’s had on Saturday May 15. 


Covatti is 
not part of 
club’s plan 
says boss 

BIRMINGHAM boss 
Graham Drury says Nico 
Covatti will not figure in the 
club’s plans this year. 

Covatti is a firm favourite 
with Brummies supporters 
and Drury also made great 
efforts to secure a Premier 
League place for the Argen¬ 
tinian ace. 

Drury said: “The intro¬ 
duction of the rule where 
two National League 
British riders come in at 
reserve in the Elite League 
meant Nico would have to 
go into the top five and I 
don’t think he’s quite ready 
for it. 

“So I circulated his name 
to all Premier League clubs 
and in a bid to get him fixed 
up I also offered him loan- 
free. 

“Every rider going to a 
club on loan would bring in 
a set fee to the parent club 
but Birmingham Speedway 
were prepared to pass that 
opportunity by to try and 
get him a place. 

“Unfortunately he was 
unable to agree a deal with 
a Premier League club and 
he has decided to stay at 
home,” added Drury. 

Birmingham are expected 
to announce their final 
team member for the 2014 
season in the near future. 

Stokes on 
undercard 
for Mayhem 

EJKO Promotions’ March 
Mayhem undercard is begin¬ 
ning to take shape. 

The show, on Saturday, 
March 1, is headlined by a 
British Masters Title fight 
and an International Bronze 
Masters showdown. 

Stourbridge’s Interna¬ 
tional Masters Welterweight 
Champion, Steven Pearce, 
takes on Sheffield’s Ryan 
Hardy whilst Walsall’s Luke 
Paddock goes in search of 
Bronze Masters honours 
when against Stoke’s Kevin 
Hanks at light welterweight. 

West Bromwich light mid¬ 
dleweight, Tom Stokes, 
steps in with Bognor Regis’ 
Liam Griffiths. 

Three boxers are also set 
to make their professional 
debuts. Birmingham cruis- 
erweight, Andrew Lambert, 
faces Bulgarian Tayar 
Mehmed and Leicester wel¬ 
terweight, Ryandeep 

Nandha, steps in with Birm¬ 
ingham’s, Jason Nesbitt. 

Tickets are available on 
0845 111 2900. 
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Coaches 
named to 
take over 
campaign 

NORTH Midlands have 
appointed a new coaching 
team for this season’s cam¬ 
paign in the County Cham¬ 
pionship Bill Beaumont Cup 
First Division. 

Former Moseley, Stour¬ 
bridge and Birmingham & 
Solihull hooker Dan Proth- 
erough has been appointed 
the county’s new head coach 
as successor to Scott 
Bemand who stepped down 
last season after North Mid¬ 
lands had secured promo¬ 
tion back to the top flight. 

Protherough will be 
assisted by B&S’s Rod Petty 
with Old Halesonians and 
former Moseley back-row 
forward Mark Evans as his 
assistants. 

Protherough, who is also 
head coach of the North 
Midlands Under-20 side, is 
from a well-known rugby 
family as his late father 
Dave played for Moseley and 
Cheltenham and then 
coached Moseley, Worcester 
and Cheltenham. 

Protherough’s younger 
brother Richard also played 
senior rugby for Worcester, 
Moseley and Coventry. 

“From a continuity per¬ 
spective it was felt that Dan 
was the right man for the 
job,” said Dave Thomas, 
chairman of the North Mid¬ 
lands Playing Committee. 

The new team will again 
be supported by North Mid¬ 
lands President Charlie 
Hemmings as team manager 
and John Corr as team secre¬ 
tary. 

Challenge to 

Vl/ohies'stars 

KENNY JACKETT has 
thrown down the gauntlet to 
Wolves’ highly-paid star 
‘outcasts’ and challenged 
them to fight for their 
places. 

Top earner Kevin Doyle 
leads an unhappy group on 
the fringes after falling 
alarmingly from grace and 
scoring just three times this 
season, along with Bakary 
Sako, Jamie O’Hara, Bjorn 
Sigurdarson and Wayne 
Hennessey. 

Those five players alone 
are draining around 
£120,000-a-week out of the 
club between them. 

“For people out of the 
team, whether that’s Doyle, 
Sako, Hennessey, Sigurdar¬ 
son - if they’re hurting and 
disappointed, it’s up to them 
to fight their way back,” said 
head coach Jackett. 

“It’s part of football life, 
which dictates you lose your 
place sometimes. 

“It happens during a 
career.” 


DK take Hull of a beating with 


Rugby 


Hull 62 Dudley Kingswinford 0 

FOLLOWING last week’s second half per¬ 
formance against league leaders Darling¬ 
ton, DK travelled to fellow strugglers Hull 
with some optimism. 

There were two changes from last Satur¬ 
day, both in the front row. Ashley Newall 
and Richard Hickman replaced Alex Francis 
and Dan Shakespeare. 

Unfortunately the optimism was short 
lived as the big Hull pack took control from 
the kick off. 

This dominance created an armchair ride 
for the host’s three quarter line. 

DK defended resolutely for 10 minutes 


but their defence was finally breached when 
a hole was carved in the centre and full back 
Jamie Barnard entered the line to score. 
GregLound converted. 

In the 20th minute Hull forced a lineout 
inside the DK 22 and after recycling the ball 
several times, worked wide to No.8 Santiago 
Soccino who was loitering on the left wing to 
score. 

Following a poor kick off, the Hull threes 
unleashed an identical move which led to 
their first try and full back Jamie Barnard 
bagged his second. Lound converted. 


Once again the kick off was poor, allowing 
Hull to immediately run the ball back. 

DK were penalised for handling on the 
floor and the resulting kick found touch five 
metres from the Dudlley line. 

The lineout was secured by Hull and they 
drove the ball over the try line for No.8 to 
score. There then followed some excellent 
DK pressure but the final pass always 
seemed to astray. 

This was evident in the 30th minute when 
another DK sortie broke down and full back 
Jamie Barnard gathered a loose and ran the 
length of the pitch to cross for his hat trick. 
Lound added the extra. The first half came 


a shutout 

to an end in torrential rain and thunder. 

DK fought hard against the conditions 
and showed great character but the sheer 
size of the home pack took its toll and in the 
54th minute they scored a push over try. 
Lound converted. 

DK made several changes. Matt Squires 
replaced Richard Hickman and Ryan 
Smitherman made way for James Jefferson. 
Sam Pedley came into the back row at the 
expense of Jon Tideswell and newcomer 
Sam Shepherd made his debut replacing 
Kieran Pinches. Finally Josh Morrisey 
replaced Ashley Newall. However, the hosts 
and they went on to score a four more tries. 


NO END TO MISERY 
AT HOME FOR BUIES 


Birmingham 1 Leicester 2 

THE Blues’ miserable home form con¬ 
tinues as they have now failed to win 
any of their last nine games at St 
Andrew’s. 

It was always going to be a severe test for the 
young Birmingham side against high-flying Leices¬ 


ter and they gave a good 
account of themselves, 
particularly in the 
second half. 

The supremely confident 
Foxes displayed their swift 
attacking skills in the early 
stages and Birmingham did 
well to hold the league 
leaders at arm’s length. 

Jamie Vardy was accorded 
Leicester’s first goalscoring 
opportunity. The striker 
cleverly turned to create a 
better opening but his 
worthy effort was effectively 
blocked. 

Handicapped 

Birmingham, who last 
won at home back in Sep¬ 
tember, were handicapped 
by the enforced absence of 
skipper Paul Robinson (sus¬ 
pended) and Matt Hancox 
(injured). 

The result was a defensive 
dog-fight as Birmingham 
were relentlessly battered 
by a swift inter-changing 
Leicester attack. 

Birmingham’s resolution 
enabled them to survive the 
initial onslaught but their 
young midfield often came 
off second best against the 
dogged play of Danny 
Drinkwater and Matty 
James. 

It was Drinkwater who 
tested Birmingham’s goal¬ 
keeper, Darren Randolph, 
when he created an opening 
for himself only to see his on- 


Football 


target shot pushed away by 
the Republic of Ireland 
international. 

But Randolph had little 
chance in the 24th minute 
when Leicester predictably 
took the lead through Lloyd 
Dyer. 

The goal was carved out 
by David Nugent, who has 
been outstanding this 
season with his ability to 
provide goalscoring oppor¬ 
tunities besides being the 
Foxes’ leading marksman. 

On this occasion a low 
angled pass from the right 
found the unmarked Dyer 
who controlled the ball 
before lashing a powerful 
shot into the roof of the net. 

Birmingham, not for the 
first time this season, played 
with more verve and imagi¬ 
nation in the second half 
with the skill of Albert 
Rusnak and Reece Brown 
finally emerging against the 
league leaders. 

But it was all in vain as 
Vardy produced a fine solo 
goal in the 82nd minute. 

The confident striker beat 
two defenders before scoring 
with a low-angled shot. 

Substitute Lovenkrands 
then ensured an anxious 
final four minutes for 
Leicester when he headed 
home a cross from Chris 
Burke. 


Saddlers share points in night of frustration 



Walsall’s Goalscorer Romaine Sawyers finds himself in the thick of the action against Swindon 


Walsall 1 Swindon 1 

WALSALL’S wonderful Saturday 
gave way to a night of frustration at 
The Banks’s Stadium. 

It checked the team’s rise among 
the play-off contenders, but should 
not temper confidence for the road 
ahead. 

Dean Smith’s outfit couldn’t find 
the killer touch that put Notts 
County to the sword in that Meadow 


Lane extravaganza and Swindon 
fought back to claw a point when 
Michael Smith equalised Romaine 
Sawyers’s first-half goal. 

The Saddlers will feel it was an 
opportunity missed, a feeling 
cemented in the last seconds when 
late substitute Ashley Hemmings cut 
inside to strike the bar with as sweet 
a strike as he will execute all season. 

Perhaps the opening 10 minutes 


summed up the next 80. Picking up 
the mood and tempo from Saturday, 
Walsall created three opportunities 
each of which could have been a goal. 

Another lowly Banks’s attendance 
had to wait until the 36th minute for 
the goal their team deserved. 

Swindon toiled away, though, and a 
set-piece threat saw Smith glance a 
well-directed header beyond O’Don¬ 
nell from Darren Ward’s cross. 


Anelka is 
in squad, 
says Mel 

PEPE MEL insists Nicolas 
Anelka will stay in his 
Albion side as Stephane 
Sessegnon underwent 
surgery that will rule him 
out for a month. 

Mel rubbished talk of an 
Anelka exit after the veteran 
striker insisted he plans to 
stay at The Hawthorns 
despite a looming FA 
hearing over his controver¬ 
sial quenelle celebration. 

But Sessegnon will be 
missing for a further month 
following an operation today 
on a groin injury. 

Reports in Italy linked 
Lazio with a move for 
Anelka and the 34-year-old 
claimed yesterday that the 
Rome giants were among 
several clubs who wanted to 
sign him. 

But he claimed he has no 
plans to leave and Mel said: 
“He showed against Everton 
that there are no problems 
with him. The most impor¬ 
tant thing for me is his per¬ 
formance on the pitch. 

“Sessegnon is the only 
player not available - every¬ 
one else is available and 
Anelka played well against 
Everton.” 

Anelka, who has denied an 
FA charge that his contro¬ 
versial celebration at West 
Ham in December was anti- 
Semitic and faces a hearing 
next month, tweeted: 
“Thanks to Lazio and all the 
other clubs who wanted to 
sign me these last few days. 

“See you this summer if I 
decide to continue. 

“But the question is why 
should I leave my club and 
England? I’m happy here 
and I did nothing wrong... 

“So now it’s time to stay 
focused on my football with 
my club and I will try my 
best on the pitch like I 
always do!” 

Meanwhile, Sessegnon 
faces another four weeks on 
the sidelines after undergo¬ 
ing surgery. 
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Providing personal care and support to the people 
of Tipton and surrounding areas 

Tipton Home Care are always interested in talking to anyone who would like to join 
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our company as care workers to meet our ever increasing client list: 


Tipton, Wednesbury, West Bromwich, Dudley & now covering Great Bari 


0121 557 3649 

(9am-5pm) 

Mobile: 07889 018517 
Fax: 0121 557 6080 

Tipton 
Home Care 
Limited 
























